Commitment can be a rare commodity now days—or is it?  We are bombarded on all fronts with news of increased job losses for those approaching retirement or full benefits because businesses seem no longer committed to long-term employees; decreasing hope for longevity in marriage; fear-filled projections that the Social Security will not be there for the Baby Boomers; and news that even your best friend will “vote you off the island” to save themselves.
However, we are surrounded with witnesses to enduring commitment to friendships, care, and cooperation—if we know where to look.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Liverpool honored Don and Mary Lohr on June 26, 2011 for 50 years of marriage.  Don moved to Liverpool in the 8th grade, attended Syracuse University and University of Arizona in Music and returned in 1957 to Liverpool High School where he taught music for 38 years.  Mary Lohr grew up in the village, attended Liverpool schools, and Syracuse University in music, and began teaching in the Baldwinsville schools.  The two met in the church choir at St. Paul’s, and were married June 24, 1961.  After 3 sons—Eric, Kurt, and Mark--6 grandchildren, and 43 years of working together in the music ministry at St. Paul’s—Don as Choir Director for 50 years and Mary as Organist for 43 years,  they are still together and going strong.  They have opened their lives and their homes to countless people and teams, and continue to live lives that reach beyond themselves.
As part of the celebration they were joined by others who have been married 50 years or more, and each woman was given a yellow rose.  Counting each couple only once, the picture above represents 905 years of commitment between couples, and it would have been well over 1,000 if all had been there.  When asked what the key is, people answered, “Forgiveness; patience; communication; give and take; realizing it is not always 50/50, it is often 20/80; always look up to your partner; respect.  I never thought of not working it out.  We are still figuring it out after 61 years.”  If you knew the people you would also recognize that each and every couple are people who give beyond themselves, whose lives are larger than their own marriage, who work together to help others.
In this age where commitment can feel like a rare commodity, there is hope, encouragement, help and vision to be had by hanging out where “commitment” is a key value.  Be a regular presence at your local religious gathering—where ever that is.  Walk side-by-side with those who can tell you how they made it through the tough times, those who will encourage you through the swamps to the sunshine, with those who have developed and who model for the rest of us how to not just stay together, but to live as friends through the years.
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