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Belonging is Beautiful!

As the new year begins again, we all make resolutions that we intend to keep.  Sometimes 
we do keep them, and sometimes we don’t.  That is our nature as human beings.  One 
resolution I always make is to thank God daily for each and every one of His many 
blessings.  Sometimes the day gets too crowded with things to do, places to go, and 
appointments to keep; and our thanks becomes a general one before we lay our weary 
heads on our pillows inviting much needed sleep.  

Thanking God daily for our individual blessings takes time, but in this new year it is 
especially important that we do just that.  Why?  Our country is in a recession, millions 
have lost their jobs, stores and factories are closing, and the future is uncertain in many 
ways.  Yet God has blessed us richly and continues to do so!  We need to remind 
ourselves of that daily in our thanks to Him.  His greatest blessing to us was when He 
adopted us as His children and redeemed us through Christ’s sacrifice.  We belong to 
Him, and He will care for us no matter what life brings.  

Belonging and adoption were the topics of our pastor’s moving sermon recently entitled 
“The Belonging,” and I would like to share parts of it with all of you. He began by telling 
a story about students in a grade school class who were talking about their home life and 
their parents.  One little girl raised her hand and said, “I am adopted!”  The teacher asked, 
“Do you know what that means?”  The little girl replied, “Yes.  It means that I grew in my 
mother’s heart, not in her tummy.”  Think of that!  Isn’t that just like our own spiritual 
adoption?  We were conceived in the very heart of God.  It was His eternal purpose.

Our pastor, Nate Guelzow, continued by telling his own story.  In 2006, he and his wife, 
Erin, began an adoption journey.  They waited three years, and an 11-month-old Korean 
boy became available for them to adopt last December.  Joyous and not just a little 
apprehensive, they traveled to Korea over Christmas vacation to meet Josiah James and 
bring him home.  As I write this letter, they have been his adoptive parents for about two 
weeks. 

As Pastor Guelzow told about some of the things they are facing with their new son -
getting used to his new surroundings, sleepless nights, the energy of an 11-month old, etc. 
- there were smiles and nods from everyone in the congregation.  In seeing the response, 
he said, “Yes, many of you know all that from experience, but what do I know?”  What he 
does know is that both he and Erin love Josiah dearly already.  What the congregation 
knows, too, is that they will make wonderful parents.  What he also knows is that soon 
God will adopt Josiah as His child through Baptism.  What a lucky little boy to be adopted
twice!                                                                                           
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A TIME TO REMEMBER

King David wrote “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my 
inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits” Psalm 103:1&2

What a joy it is to be surrounded by other Christians.  
What a joy to gather together on Sunday mornings to 
hear the Lord proclaim to us the good news that in Christ 
Jesus our sins are forgiven.  We respond together with 
words of praise for what he has done for us.

What a joy to belong to an organization like the LWML.  
We are surrounded by others who know the joy that the 
Lord does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities.  We have a gracious God who 
is abounding in love.  With our voices and our mites we 
join together to praise the Lord. 

It’s wonderful to gather together with fellow Christians, 
with angels and arch angels, and all the company of 
heaven to praise the Lord for all that he has done.  For a 
moment, though, let’s consider David’s words about 
praise.  He seems to be encouraging us not to just praise 
the Lord as a congregation of thankful people or an 
organization of grateful sisters in Christ.

“Praise the Lord, O my soul,” David says.  “All my
inmost being, praise his holy name.” he writes.  There are 
times when we are alone, times when it is just you and 
just me with our thoughts.  Those, too, are times when 
you and I can remember all the benefits that we have 
received from the Lord’s hand.

Jesus certainly came into the world to save the world 
from sin and death.  He died on the cross to take away the 
sin of the world.  It’s sometimes easy to think that the 
world means everyone else, but David is reminding us 
that it means you and me.  

Jesus redeemed you from your sins.  He redeemed me
from my sins.  You and I should never forget that Jesus 
came for each one of us.  You and I are children of the 
heavenly Father.  Jesus has given you the promise of 
eternal life.  He has promised me eternal life as well.

In your private time, your time alone, reflect on what the 
Lord has done for you.  Give thanks and praise as you 
read his word.  As you pray, let your inmost being praise 
his holy name.      
  

Forget Not All His Benefits, 
Reverend Richard Habrecht
LWML Ohio District Jr. Pastoral Counselor

SEND NEWS, PICTURES AND ARTICLES TO:
LWML Ohio District Edition (ODE) Editor

Esther Heindel
29428 Hummingbird Circle
Westlake, OH 44145
E-Mail: Heindelem@aol.com

ODE Deadlines
Fall Edition - July 5

Winter Edition - October 5
Spring Edition – January 5
Summer Edition - April 5

SEND ALL MITES,
 HONORS/MEMORIALS

And other contributions to:
         Phyllis Bouic
         9178 State Rt. 38
         Milford Center, OH 43045 

Make all checks payable to: 
LWML Ohio District

TO ORDER
 MITE BOXES, 

contact:

Helen Schwartz
6891 East 50 South
Decatur, IN 46733
Phone:  260-592-7542

LWML Ohio District Web Site:

http://lutheransonline.com/lwmlohiodistrict

Send information for the web site to:
Billie Lelle at blelle@roadrunner.com

with a copy to:
 Joy Dougherty, District President at 

jdoughe@utnet.utoledo.edu
Write “LWML” in the subject line

Quarterly/ODE Subscriptions

Cost to the LWML Ohio District for a yearly subscription to 
both the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly and the Ohio District 
Edition (ODE) is $5.50 per year. A subscription is four issues. 

Mite Remittance Forms

Mite Remittance forms are available for printing on the 
LWML Ohio District Web Site (see above).  You may 
also request one from the financial secretary at the 
mailing address on page one or by e-mailing her at 
DPBOUIC@aol.com .

Send changes in address and subscription numbers 
for Quarterly’s and ODE’s to the editor and 

circulation manager:

Carol Cilimburg      Phone: (216) 262-5881
2214 Garden Dr.      E-mail: cacilimburg@yahoo.com
Avon, OH 44011

Pastoral Counselor’s Corner
                                                                                                                                                                                                         







Page 5Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly - Ohio District Edition                                                          Spring 2009                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

(President’s Corner – From Page 1)

Pastor Guelzow’s sermon was based on Ephesians 3:6.  
Paul has just told the Ephesians that the mystery of Christ 
has been revealed. “This mystery is that the Gentiles are 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”  One of 
my favorite Scripture verses ties right in with this one, 
and it is also from Ephesians.  “So then you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens of 
the saints and members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for 
a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  Ephesians 2:19-22 
RSV

Let’s all resolve in this new year to thank God daily for 
our many blessings, especially for the most important one 
of all – being adopted by God and belonging to Him 
through Christ Jesus.  Please also pray with me that God 
will richly bless and care for the Guelzow family.  Josiah 
James will certainly know very soon that “belonging is 
beautiful”!

Joy Dougherty
President, LWML Ohio District

Does one sometimes feel that 
the title statement should be the mandatory prefix 
before answering a phone call from the “dreaded 
Nominating Committee?”  That committee is already 
working to obtain candidates for the 2010 LWML Ohio 
District elections.  These candidates will need to be 
committed, forward looking and patient as the jobs 
won’t even start until summer 2010!  Does it sound like 
the committee is really looking for “Super Women?”

Not at all!  We are going to be asking women who are 
blessed with different talents, ones who are willing to 
explore new ideas, and ones who know that tackling 
any big jobs starts with prayer.  These women are all 
around, in the church or community, zone or on district 
committees.  Sometimes they need a kind word of 
praise for what they are doing and also be told that their 
talents could be used somewhere else as well.  These 
are the women ready for more responsibilities and 
challenges.

The Nominating Committee has been seeking 
recommendations from several sources and asking lots 
of questions.  The elected offices available for the next 
four-year term include Vice President of Christian Life, 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Recording 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  Five members will also be 
elected for a two-year term on a new Nominating 
Committee.  

If the committee would happen to call YOU, listen 
carefully, and accept the challenge that is right.  It is an 
opportunity to have a job that is contributing to a 
vibrant organization, adapting to new ideas, fun, and 
one that has built its work on the goals of Missions, 
Mites, and More Bible study.    The LWML Ohio 
District is where GOD’S WORK gets done.

Peggy Kelm
Nominating Committee Chairman

                                                                                                  

CAUTION!

NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE AT 

WORK

LWML Prayer Service

LOOK TO THE HILLS

“Look to the Hills” is the theme of the 2009 LWML 
Prayer Service. Based on the 2009 Portland LWML 
Convention theme verses from Psalm 121, this 
service provides an opportunity for participants to 
gather together in prayer and praise.

The Reverend Larry Miller, LWML Counselor 2003-
2007 and Pastor of First Lutheran Church, Helena, 
Montana, authored this service, in which we are
assured that, in all times and all seasons, our gracious 
God invites us to look to Him for the help we need. 
Through Word and song and prayer, participants will 
look to the hills, look to Him and consider the times 
and seasons of life.

This prayer service is available from the LWML 
Web site at www.lwml.org. (Click on 2009 Prayer 
Service to download the PDF or HTML file.) Or call 
the LWML Office at 1-800-252LWML for a copy.
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Reaching inner city children is one of the 
ministries Building Hope in the City has 
developed.

Our First LWML Ohio District
Short-Term Mission Trip – A Reality!

A Challenge - Changing Your Point of View…“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

Years ago one of the largest and most powerful battleships in the US fleet, the USS Missouri, was off the coast of Nova 
Scotia in a storm, when sailors on the ship spotted a light dead ahead. The captain of the Missouri sent out a warning to 
what he thought was a freighter, “Approaching ship, turn 15 degrees south. You are on a collision course with the USS 
Missouri.” The return call stated, “USS Missouri, turn 45 degrees north. You are on a collision course.” The captain 
became very angry and sent out a call to the apparent approaching vessel warning, “This is the captain of the USS 
Missouri, you are ordered to turn 15 degrees south and yield right of way.” The captain was surprised to hear the return 
call, “USS Missouri, you are ordered to turn 45 degrees north, you are on a collision course with the Nova Scotia 
Lighthouse.”

Sometimes we are challenged to change our point of view. Life would be so much easier if we could live where we are 
comfortable 100% of the time. This is what the disciples desired when they asked Jesus in Acts, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom…?” The disciples were looking for an immediate resolution to the problems of this 
earth. They wanted him to display his power and authority, his majesty. Instead, Jesus’ response was to tell them of a 
different kind of power that was coming- the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus challenges the disciples do his ministry, not 
just to friends and family, but to the ends of the earth! That definitely meant jumping out of their comfort zone.

Recently, LWML President Jan Wendorf issued a challenge to the 
LWML districts. This challenge is for each district to plan two short 
term mission trips by March 2010. What an exciting challenge! Have 
you ever pictured yourself on a short term mission trip? Have you ever 
desired to reach out to the “ends of the earth”? If not, consider this a 
challenge to change your point of view. Christ has called you to go and 
share his love. He gives us the power of the Holy Spirit to do many 
things in His Name.   Sometimes that includes moving a roadblock –
ourselves!

Our first answer to this challenge will be this July in Cleveland 
working with Building Hope in the City (BHITC) and Pastor Jeff 
Johnson. Plans for serving include planning and preparing meals for 
Cleveland’s homeless, helping with children’s ministries, and a prayer 
walk in areas most in need of prayer. Hopefully we will also be 
planning to reach the “ends of the earth” on the foreign mission field in 
2010.

If you would like to become a part of our first LWML Ohio District 
short-term mission trip, contact me, Heidi Goehmann, for more 
information at (419)335-7285 or dpgoehmann@yahoo.com . You can 
also pray fervently for this ministry as we begin to plan for these 
upcoming mission trips in this new year. Thank you and God bless you!

          

Building Hope in the City 
Missionary Nadia Abuamsha 
(and chairman of the LWML 
Ohio District Gospel Outreach
Committee) and her volunteers 
minister to the health and 
relational needs of local 
Arabic women (pictured)
through care groups, cooking 
classes and health fairs.
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Cleveland South Zone

The Cleveland South Fall Retreat was held on October 4, 2008 at Redeemer Crisis Center located at 2970 West 30th

Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113.

The opening devotion was “What shape are you?”  Are you a Square? Or are you a Triangle? Are you a Rectangle or a 
Circle? With God’s love we can become “Heart - shaped.”  So what shape are you? Evaluate yourself.  Receive Jesus’ 
love again today and become heart - shaped.  Go now in His love and serve in good shape! 

Our program was lead by Diane Zellmer, the Director of Redeemer Crisis Center/Iglesia Cristiana Hispana (ICH).  
Redeemer/ICH Crisis Center is also a Hunger Center and visitors to the center can benefit once a month by receiving a 
food bag that includes nine meals.  They can also receive bread, clothing and miscellaneous items that are donated.  A
Community meal is served the second Sunday of each month at 5pm.  It is open to anyone and the price is right (free).   
Kid’s church is held on the first three Saturdays of each month for all neighborhood children and a six week summer 
program is also held for the children.  Throughout the year numerous activities are going on and many volunteer hands 
and happy hearts keep the center going.

We learned that the Lutheran Urban Community Ministry (LUCM) plays an important role in 
the           community.  LUCM gives a measure of hope to families by providing food baskets, 
household aids, clothing; Bibles and tracts.  LUCM also holds a Christian life camp for the 
Youth.

Pastor Paul Hoffman from St. James Lutheran Church in Cleveland and Jan Cisco, president 
of the Cleveland South Zone led our Bible Study.  They spoke about jumping out of an 
airplane and yes, our theme was “Go Ahead, Jump!” Questions that were answered were: 

What is it like to jump?  What about the “big jumps” in life?  When do you take the big leap?  How 
can we take a “jump of faith” as a member of the LWML?  Each person received a list of 25 mission 
ideas and was asked to add to the list.  We must PRAY to God to help us find a mission.  Next, we 
must TRUST God to lead us and help us with our mission.  Then, JUMP….into the mission field 
which is all around us. 

ZONE EVENTS

The Pre-Advent Event for the Cleveland South Zone
was held on November 8th 2008 at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio.  Registration began at 8:30 
followed by a Continental breakfast. Pastor Hoyer from 
Immanuel had us on our toes and laughing during his 
devotion.

Susie Harder from Immanuel, the zone Christian Life
and Resources officer put together the program by
using LWML Advent skits.  The first told us how and 
why we celebrate Advent.  Another skit (#59911) was 
an acrostic which took the letters from Christmas to
read an appropriate scripture reference. Lastly, a skit 
explained the meaning of the Advent wreath.

After lunch some of the ladies made their own Advent 
Wreath to take home.

The ingathering consisted of non-perishable food items 
for the Immanuel Food Bank.

Janice Cisco
Cleveland South Zone President
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LWML Ohio District
2372 Havenwood Drive
Toledo, OH 43614

Together In Prayer
Pray with the LWML

every Monday at noon.

News!  News!  News!
YOUR Lutheran Woman's Quarterly staff is asking for unique 

news from your zones and societies!  Which events would inspire 
your LWML sisters to try your ideas?  How are your teens and 

young women serving the Lord through the LWML?
What would YOU like to share with your sisters in Christ?

Submissions are easy:

Send stories to newseditor@lwml.org or via USPS to Carolyn Blum
LWQ News Editor, 911 Tara Hill East, Hartford, WI 53027.

Please include the name of your LWML district, the name of your 
church and society, as well as the name, address, phone, and e-mail 

address of the submitter.  Submitters need not write the article in 
final form; you may just send a narrative with the who, what, when, 
where, why, and how of the activity.  We will then extract the parts 

we feel would be the most inspiring to our readers.

If electronic photos are sent, they should be in a high enough 
resolution to print sharply in the magazine (at least 200-400 kb is 
preferable), or prints may also be sent.  Please do not send photos 

taken with a cell phone.

Questions? Send an e-mail to newseditor@lwml.org or call 262-
966-7418.

Thank you in advance for your submissions!

For Your Information

   The ODE is now on our web site (see above).  
You are free to print copies for yourself and your 
society and/or save it to your computer.  Any 
society that wishes to receive paper copies will 
continue to receive them.  You may change the 
number of ODE subscriptions you receive, while 
getting a different number of Quarterly’s.  
Changes may be made at any time and need to be 
sent or e-mailed to the editor and circulation 
manager (see page 2).  Those societies that have 
chosen to cancel their subscriptions of both the 
Quarterly’s and ODE’s will be sent one 
complimentary subscription of each.  You may 
also make copies of the complimentary ODE that 
you receive.         

                     See the ODE and the most current news in the LWML Ohio District, 
including mite updates, grant disbursements, calendar items and convention   

                                                                                news on our web site, http://lutheransonline.com/lwmlohiodistrict .    
The national LWML web site is www.lwml.org .


