The Dynamics of Rapture Culture

In her book entitled Rapture Culture: Left Behind in Evangelical America, Amy Johnson Frykholm observes the dynamics of the rapture movement through interviewing people whose lives have been influenced by reading the popular Left Behind series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins.  Following are some of the highlights from her work.


In rapture theology, Jesus comes to “take up” (rapture) his church to spare believers from seven years of tribulation and trial before he returns to set up his final reign in Jerusalem.  The desire to “get out of this world” parallels many peoples response to cultural changes such as urbanization, immigration, changing family roles, and needs for national security in a post 911 world.  Fear and insecurity are the primary motives that are preyed upon by leaders in order to create new bonds between people in the hope of regaining the past – portrayed as the “pure” Christian nation of our forefathers.


Rapture culture portrays secular culture as corrupt and evil, and that which attacks the church and the nation.  Through the use of symbols from apocalyptic literature in the bible, rapture culture creates an internal belief system and boundaries for believers – which provide cohesion and identity.  Rapture believers see themselves in a “religious war” against forces of secularism (abortion, homosexuality and evolution). Yet, beneath the surface of their belief run the contradictions, fears and insecurities of people living in consumer culture like the rest of us.  They buy their books at the same K-Marts and Wal-Marts that are filled with the products and social dynamics of secular culture that they cannot escape from.  


“Faith” under rapture culture is translated into resistance against secularism, yet is in need of constantly being fed by the reassurance of prophecies of tribulation in order to keep up believers hopes to “be raptured.”  Yet, this is a contradictory world of hope and turmoil, for many people in the rapture movement dread what will become of other relatives and acquaintances who are not “believers,” yet their loved ones.


The value of Frykholm’s work is that it reveals the human world of hurt beneath the rapture movement.  Fear of other loved ones not being raptured up and left behind, fear of isolation, fear of failing to reach loved ones now weighs upon those who are often passive consumers in a highly manipulative high powered media delivering the religious messages of rapture theology and end-time predictions.  


Despite all the books and ongoing end-time predictions, rapture culture Christians find themselves within the same changing culture as you and I.  Therefore, it is in the listening to the everyday concerns of rapture Christians that mainline Christians may best minister to and give witness to Christ’s grace and mercy.  It is important to keep in mind that rapture believers are caught in a process of belief, trying to secure that which cannot yet be experienced.  We who are justified by our faith and who are “free from the work of perusing the latest end-time predictions” may be a source of non-anxious presence, understanding, and consolation, as we trust that God’s Spirit will bring grace and peace to them. 

Source

Amy Frykholm Johnson, Rapture Culture: Left Behind in Evangelical America (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc., 2004).      

