Standing For Justice and Peace:

Responding to End-Time Preachers

We of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America share with the Church of Jesus Christ in all times and places to be peacemakers.
  The Church is called by the Gospel to speak out against elevating our nation or any nation to the role of God, and seeking its ultimate security through weapons.  As citizens we need to give special attention to how we perceive our national interests and how our media is interpreting the events in our world.  “Sin’s power often makes itself felt in arrogant and self-righteous views of national identity, and in narrow, short-term, and absolute views of national interest.”
 


Traditional Zionism in Israel began as a movement to restore the state of Israel.  In recent history, rapture theologians have promoted their predictions of Armageddon in the Middle East, and the coming millennium through Christ’s reign in Jerusalem, to the detriment of peace between Palestinians and Israelis.  Preachers such as John Hagee, Tim LaHaye, pat Robertson, Benny Hinn, and Jack Van Impe are among the leading televangelists proposing Christian Zionism.
  Rev. Munib Younan, ELCA bishop in Jerusalem, states, “Christian Zionism is anti-justice, anti-peace, and anti-reconciliation…Christian Zionism is the enemy of peace in the Middle East.”
  

The problem with the current form of Zionism in Israel is that it is built upon race, favoring one people over another, which is in essence, racism.
 Hitler, not the Palestinians, brought the holocaust upon the Jews, Yet, the present form of Zionism in Israel has restricted Palestinians from returning to land that once belonged to them.
   Although Christian Zionists cite passages in the Hebrew Bible, that point to Israel’s right to the land, the land in and of itself is not the source of holiness, but rather the presence of God is the source of holiness.
  Jesus teaches that “the meek will inherit the earth,” not those who are of a certain race.

As Christians we need to recognize that the Coming of Christ and God’s kingdom is an event larger than the land of Israel.  Rather than a return of Christ to Jerusalem, as Christians we look forward to the “restoration of all things” with the Coming of Christ (Acts 3:21; Romans 8:22-23).
   We as Christians are therefore called to stand for justice and to reject the views and influences of Christian Zionism currently at work in our culture and world.
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