A History of End-Time Preachers

European and American history contains an entire cast of people, mostly driven by fear and self-interest, which have used apocalyptic literature to predict the end of the world.  At the time of Luther, Thomas Münzer, a leader of the Peasants’ Revolt, claimed to have visions of God protecting the peasants.  Yet, Münzer himself was killed as the emperor crushed the revolt.  He died on May 27, 1525, in the year he claimed that the world would end.

Puritans arriving from England, suffering from the persecution of Cromwell, carried with them an apocalyptic mindset about the end of the world.  During the 1790’s Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 were used to calculate the end times during the revolutions and war in Europe. When the Turks captured Jerusalem in 1917, Dwight Wilson predicted the end of the world.  In 1939, the Assembly of God predicted the end of the world at the time of Hitler’s nonaggression pact with the Soviets. 

The current end-time preachers in America are rooted in the tradition of John Nelson Darby, British preacher and founder of the Plymouth Brethren. Darby was influential in the years 1859-1877.  Darby taught that Christ would return twice.  The first time Christ would come to save his church.  The second time Christ would come to establish his kingdom on earth.  Citing 1 Thess 4:17, Darby translated from the Latin bible, the word raptio, meaning “caught up” in the original Greek, into the English word rapture.  Darby claimed that the church would be “raptured” – taken by Christ, and spared the tribulations on earth between the time of Christ’s first and second coming.

Rapture theology was reborn in the 1970’s at Dallas Theological Seminary, when Hal Lindsey published his book The Late Great Planet Earth.  Lindsey perceived the Soviet Union as the Antichrist and predicted an end of the world through nuclear weapons.  Today, since the events of 911, end-time preachers have used Islam as the source causing their speculations on the end of the world.

Rapture theology has been woven into the popular Left Behind series of novels written by Tim Lahaye and Jerry Jenkins. Today, printed media, radio, television, and the Internet are carrying the continual saga of end-time preachers and their ongoing updates and alterations to keep alive their predictions.
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