The Rise of Christian Zionism


Zionism began as a Jewish political movement seeking the development of a nation in Palestine.  Theodore Herzl, a secular Jew born in Budapest, who moved to Vienna and studied law, published a manifesto in 1896 entitled The Jewish State.  Herzl believed that European culture was too discriminatory toward Jews.  Herzl won the support of Jewish Philanthropists, particularly in Great Britain, and the Zionist movement was born.  Herzl died in 1904, but his dream of a Jewish state became reality after World War II, with a political charter granted by the United Nations in 1947. 

During the development of Zionism, there were diverging views on how Israel would be as a state. Vladimir Jabotinsky, David Ben-Gurion, and Chaim Wiezmann shared a vision of a Jewish state that would negate the existence of Palestinians as a nation.  Pacifist Jews, led by Martin Buber and Judah L. Magnes promoted a view of a binational state for both Palestinians and Jews that would recognize the national identities and rights of both groups. 

John Nelson Darby, a British Evangelical Christian, founder of the Plymouth Brethren Movement in America, had theological views of Israel being restored as a nation to ensure the return of Christ.  Darby’s theology and his followers gave support to the political positions of Herzl, and eventually to those of Jabotinsky and his followers.  Thus Christian Zionism was born and the result has been the current state of Israel with its history of conflict between Jews and Palestinians.

Christian Zionism was popularized and given new life with the writing of Hal Lindsey’s book The Late Great Planet Earth.  Writing in the 1970’s, Lindsey’s predictions of the Second Coming of Christ to Jerusalem, during the height of the Soviet and American nuclear arms race, captured the imagination of many people.  Current leading televangelists Jack Van Impe, Benny Hinn, Jerry Falwell, and Pat Robertson, as well as others, now openly promote their Christian Zionist political views out of their theological proclamations of tribulation in the Middle East in conjunction with the coming of Christ.

Christian Zionists are an impediment to peace in the Middle East.  Most controversial among their plans for Christ’s return is the construction of a temple on the site of the current existing al-Aqsa mosque at Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem.  The Temple Mount Foundation is an existing foundation that collects money for this project.  Christian Zionist influence has secured over 3 billion dollars in US military aid to Israel.  Biblical fundamentalist views are now the rationale for continued military action in the Middle East, and play upon themes of tribulation and judgment, and the fear of the public who are exposed to their extensive world-wide satellite media.
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