On the Second Coming of Christ


The rapture theology of the popular novel series Left Behind by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, as well as many preachers that predict the end of the world, work from their own understanding of Christ returning to earth twice.  This is the result of John Nelson Darby’s 19th Century interpretation of the Book of Daniel 9:25-27.  Daniel uses the symbolic number of 70 weeks (years) to speak of Israel’s history.  Darby claimed that when the Jews refused to accept Christ as their king, God had to postpone Israel’s history, thus we live in a dispensation of “suspended time” between the sixty-ninth and final seventieth week.  Thus, according to Darby, Christians must be on the watch for the final battle of God and Satan (Armageddon). Prior to this battle Christ will “rapture up” church members to spare them from the coming desolations that “left behind” people, will suffer until Christ returns a second time to set up his thousand year reign on earth in Jerusalem.  This, according to them, is the time of the millennium.


Mainline Christians, Lutheran, Catholics, Presbyterians, Methodists, as well as other evangelical Christians share a common faith expressed in the ecumenical creeds of the church, The Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.  The Nicene Creed dates back to 325 A.D. The Apostles Creed dates back to 390 A.D.  In both of these creeds, Christians profess a final judgment and return of Christ.  There is no rapture, followed by Christ setting up an earthly thousand year reign - millennium.


Lutheran doctrine from Article 17 of the Augsburg Confession clearly rejects the idea that a righteous group of people will reign prior to the final resurrection, while the ungodly are destroyed – as in rapture theology.  In addition, Article 16 of the Augsburg Confession rejects the idea that people can create a “perfect society or theocratic rule” – by trying to “win God’s favor” which is opposed to the gospel.  Yet, this is precisely the problem with the rapture movement.  Some fundamentalist Christians try to influence foreign policy in the Middle East, to hurry the day Christ may return to Jerusalem.  God’s power and Spirit through Jesus Christ save us, not our own works and efforts.  


Christians are always tempted to set themselves up in judgment over others according to their will.  Yet, God alone brings judgment and justice through Christ alone.  Therefore, we as Christians need to reject rapture theology and millenialists beliefs, for God’s Word alone is sufficient as a means of grace that brings us faith to live by, not predictions, until the final coming of Christ.
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