Dear Friends in Christ,

In February this year I visited central Mozambique together with Rev. Benyam Kassahun (ELCA Global Mission Area Program Director) and several members of Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Naperville, Ill

Mozambique, with a population of over 19 million people, has a growing economy but faces many challenges.  The country is still struggling to overcome the long legacy of Portuguese colonialism and a destructive civil war fueled by the former apartheid government in neighboring South Africa.  

The Lutheran church in Mozambique has a unique beginning closely tied to the Lutheran church in Tanzania and the refugee and relief work of the Lutheran World Federation.   There are about 6000 members in the IELM (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique) served by 3 ordained pastors, 5 deacons and 2 evangelists.  
The ELCA Global Mission unit works with the IELM in close cooperation with the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA) and the Joint Mission Board (JMB) of the IELM which met for its annual meeting in the port city of Beira from February 24-27, 2009.  

The composition of the Joint Mission Board is a good example of north-south and south-south global accompaniment in God’s mission. The members of the JMB consist of the host church in Mozambique, the IELM and The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria (MissionEineWelt), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Global Mission), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Brazil, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  
One day we visited a project of the IELM called Renasce Esperança (“rebirth of hope”) in the town of Chimoio.  A house with outbuildings serves some 100 orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) who live in the community.  Assisted by 12 volunteers the center operates a  pre-school and functions as a drop-in center for school-going children.  Older children are taught gardening and sewing skills. There are plans to start carpentry classes.  A small workshop has been built and wooden planks purchased and stored while funds are being raised to hire a carpentry teacher and to buy equipment.  A local nurse offers her services to the project after-hours and on weekends. We were also introduced to a group of 9 ministers from local churches of various denominations.  The ecumenical group meets regularly at the center for ongoing training regarding HIV & AIDS strategies.   During our visit the director of the project took delivery of a new 4X4 pick-up truck donated with the support of ELCA World Hunger funds for the health ministry programs of the IELM.
Mozambique faces many obstacles from the past and present but the people and church are full of hope and determination.  It is a great challenge and privilege for us as the ELCA to work and learn together with other partners in God’s mission as companions of the IELM. 

Thank you for your ongoing support through the ELCA’s Missionary Sponsorship Program and your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.

Yours faithfully,
Philip Knutson 
ELCA Global Mission – Regional Program Assistant – Southern Africa

Cape Town, April 16, 2009
