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GIVING AND GIVING BACK ï A DYNAMIC DUO! 
 

   In LWML and in the church as a whole, we Christians are always giving.  We give our 
Mites for LWML missions; we give our offerings during worship; we give to special 
projects in our congregations and to the church at large; and we give our time, our talents, 
and ourselves in ways too numerous to count.  The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:19, ñWe love 
because He first loved us.ò  We could also say, ñWe give because Christ first gave Himself 
for us.ò  He has given us so much to give to others.  Galatians 5:22 tells us that His Spirit 
brings forth love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self 
control in us as we lead our lives and interact with people.  Most important, we know that 
the greatest thing we can give to another person is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In Mark 
16:15 Jesus calls us to ñGo into all the world and teach the Gospel to the whole creation.ò   

   How to tell the Good News more effectively was one of the subjects explored at our 
recent LWML Ohio District leadership workshop in Dublin.  Another was how to mentor 
our sisters in Christ, and still another was how to reach women of different cultural 
backgrounds with the message of salvation.   

   These topics and others were studied by leaders of every LWML district at the Assembly 
of Leaders in St. Louis in October of 2008.  Once every four years, LWML presents this 
type of workshop to its district leaders.  It is offered as a gift to those who attend; and its 
purpose is to teach, inspire, and instill a spirit of enthusiasm, excitement, and commitment 
in the women who lead our districts to continue and expand the work of this great auxiliary.  
The Assembly of Leaders is also one way LWML ñgives backò to its leaders in 
appreciation for what they are doing at the district level, although that kind of thanks is 
neither anticipated nor expected.  Gloria Schumm, Doreen Inglis, and your president 
attended from Ohio, and we were overwhelmed and grateful for everything we were given. 

   After the Assembly of Leaders, all attendees were asked to conduct workshops in their 
own districts patterned after the one they had just attended.  On September 18-19, 2009, we 
held ours in Dublin, Ohio.  Ninety LWMLers came to learn and grow from a program that 
inspired everyone who attended.  We also sang songs of praise, shared humorous moments, 
enjoyed fellowship with one another, and were enriched by Godôs Word taught to us by our 
pastoral counselors.  It was our way of building you up in Christ so that your desire and 
commitment to serve Him in LWML continues.  It was also our way of ñgiving backò to 
you, the ladies in our district ï our way of saying ñthank youò for all you have done and 
continue to do to further the work of the LWML.   

   Our evaluations indicate that this workshop was very well received by all who attended.  
One lady said, ñIt exceeded my expectations in every way.ò  The Lord blessed our planning  
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The Other Side of Making a Difference Day 
  
    By the time you read this article three Make a 
Difference Day activities will have taken place in the 
Akron - Youngstown zone - in Austin Woods, 
Redeemer Lutheran, Cuyahoga Falls, and at Victory 
Lutheran Church, Youngstown. There was a party at 
Austin Woods; at Redeemer, our women made and filled 
shower bags for the Rescue Mission; and at Victory, they 
sorted clothing for distribution to the needy in the 
community. There was also an in-gathering of coloring 
books, crayons, glue sticks, scissors and craft kits to 
benefit Akron Children's Hospital - Boardman Campus. 
In each of these situations, women of like minds are 
mobilized around a theme or an activity. They identify 
needs in the community and set about meeting those 
needs. By so doing, they have changed situations and 
made an impact in other people's lives. And although 
living to serve others may not be a popular idea today, 
there are some who still believe that service is their 
hallmark. God has always used his people to bring hope 
and health to a community. Ezra and Nehemiah serve as 
our Biblical examples, while the women of the LWML 
also serve as our present day examples. They live their 
motto of 'Serve the Lord with gladness' Psalm 100: 2.  In 
showing mercy and love in service to others, they reflect 
the character of our loving God. That for me, is so 
exciting and most encouraging. 
   
    But Make a Difference Day has greater benefits and 
gathers incredible momentum. Service gets small groups 
of people out of their comfort zones and causes groups to 
bond together in tighter relationships. It is a wonderful 
vehicle for evangelism, as it opens doors for sharing the 
good news in a non-threatening environment. But service 
also provides goodwill in the community as people see 
the heart of those who make an impact in their lives. 
Those who are involved in Make a Difference Day 
deserve an immediate reward as they celebrate the joy of 
a job well done. The momentum they generate energizes 
and motivates growth. They affirm their gratitude for the 
Savior's dying love and dedicate themselves to Him and 
pledge to Him their willing service. The organizers of 
Make a Difference Day are the hands and feet of the 
Savior. They are the willing feet, beautiful feet that the 
prophet Isaiah speaks of in our celebration of LWML 
Sunday. "How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 
those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, 'Your God reigns!" Isaiah 52: 7 (NIV). Yes, our  
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(From previous column) 
God Reigns! May our loving God continue to reign in 
your hearts as you serve the Lord with gladness. Soli Dei 
Gloria! 
  
  Pastor Hosea Ekong 
  Senior Pastoral Counselor 
  Gal. 6:9 

 

Pastoral Counselorôs Corner  
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(From previous column - Convention) 
   If you go to the French Quarter website, www.hifq.com, 
you can take a virtual tour of the accommodations, which 
will be outstanding!  There are activities for the whole 
family in the area including the Toledo Zoo, Art Museum, 
Imagination Station, beautiful metro parks, and lots more.  
    
   The registration forms will be included in the spring 
ODE, so plan now to come and Proclaim His Name with 
us through God's Word, song, and dance.  "In that day you 
will say: 'Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make 
known among the nations what He has done, and 
PROCLAIM that HIS NAME is exalted.'"  Isaiah 12:4. 
   
   God willing, we will see you at the convention next 
June!  Godôs peace and blessings to all! 
  Grace Harris and June Davis 
  Convention Co-Chairman 

  Publicity Committee Chairman 

 

LWML Ohio District Calendar 
 

February 12, 2010é.é......... Executive Committee Meeting  
February 13, 2010éééé......Board of Director's  Meeting 
June 25-27, 2010................LWML Ohio District Convention 
All the above will be held at the Holiday Inn French Quarter 
-Perrysburg, Ohio 
 

Zone Calendars 
 
Cincinnati Zone 
Feb. 2, 2010................................ ......Winter Bible Workshop 
May 2, 2010.................. .....Spring Rally - Christ, Cincinnati 
 
Central Zone 
January 29-30, 2010............................ ........Winter Retreat 
 
Cleveland West Zone 
Feb. 6, 2010.....................Prayer Service - Trinity, Cleveland 
 
Defiance Zone 
Nov. 8, 2009............................... .Christian Life Workshop - 
          St. John, Sherwood, OH 
Napoleon Zone 
Nov. 7, 2009............................... ..Christian Life Workshop -  

St. Luke, Wauseon 
April 24, 2010...................Spring Rally - Emmaus, Wauseon 
 
Northeast Zone 
Feb. 6, 2010...................................................Prayer Service -  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Painesville 
 
April, 24, 2010.............. ............Spring Rally - Faith, Mentor 

 
**************************  

Anticipating a Wonderful Convention! 
  
   Exciting things are happening among the women of the 
LWML Toledo Zone.  We look forward to your attendance 
at the LWML Ohio District Convention from June 25-27, 
2010, at the Holiday Inn French Quarter in Perrysburg, 
Ohio.  It is going to be a great convention! 
 
      The Rev. Dr. David Buegler, 5

th
 Vice President of the 

LCMS will be our Proclaimer at the Friday evening 
communion service as well as our mission speaker on 
Saturday.  Bible study leader will be the Rev. Mark Brandt, 
Administrative Pastor, St. Lorenz Lutheran Church, 
Frankenmuth, Michigan; and our banquet speaker will be 
Heidi Floyd, Vera Bradley Breast Cancer Foundation.  

                         (Continued next column)  

(President's Corner - From Page 1) 

and answered our prayers.  We were also overjoyed that a 
variety of age groups were represented, and some women 
came who had never been to an LWML event such as 
this!    What a dynamic duo ï giving and giving back!   
All of us ñgiveò of ourselves throughout the year in so 
many ways to further the Lordôs work through LWML, 
and last month your district leaders had the opportunity 
to ñgive backò in appreciation to the dedicated women 
who attended our workshop.   

 To those who were unable to be there and on 
behalf of our district leaders, I want to thank all of you 
for being a part of this auxiliary and for using your time 
and talents to further its work.  We are one in purpose 
and one in the Lord, and it shows in all we do.  My 
fervent prayer is that our Lord will continue to bless and 
expand the work of the LWML at all levels so that His 
kingdom may grow and flourish.  

 
Joy Dougherty 
LWML Ohio District President 

 
 

https://email.utoledo.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.hifq.com
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LWML Ohio District Mite Update 

April 1, 2008-Sept. 30, 2009 
 

2008-2010 Mission goaléééééé..é..$209,450.00 
Mites Receivedééééééé...éé..é..$112,432.70       
Quarterlyôs and ODEôséé...........................$  10,833.10 
Honors and Memorialsééééé.....é......$    3,185.00 
       Total Income*                              $126,450.80 
 
 Needed to reach Goaléééééé.é...... $  82,999.20 
 Mites need per month 
 next 6 monthsééééééééé.éé.$    13,833.20 
 
*Income does not include other contributions, bequests, 
refunds or any other type of income, which could affect 
the amount needed to reach the goal. 

(From Previous Column) 
Pray - pray for others as they carry on the mission and 
ministry of the Lord;   
Read ï continue to read Godôs Word which will arm you 
with the skill and desire to speak for Him; and  
Seek - seek out resources to help you.   
 
   Our LWML Resource Catalog has many items listed 
that will help you share your faith with others and give 
you the strength courage and skills you need. One such 
resource for your personal strengthening is Dr. Shirley 
Bergmanôs Golden Gems ï An Unfolding Journey.  ñShe 
speaks of our calling to nurture the next generation and to 
mentor our grown children. Beginning with Psalm 31:15, 
óMy times are in Your hands,ô this collection of 
devotions continues a journey through the stages of life.ò  
This is a very practical devotional for us that are aging 
and for those who want to understand more about aging. 
 
   There are also greeting cards and others items in the 
LWML Resource Catalog that are appropriate for 
ministering to our elderly and shut-ins.  Donôt forget to 
record Pastorôs sermon on Sunday and offer that also. 
"Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 1 Thess.5:11 ñAs you 
therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to 
live your lives in him, rooted in him and established in 
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving." Col.2:6 

 Fran Riddle - Christian Life Committee 

               

Honors and Memorials 

July 1, 2009 ï September 30. 2009 
 

MEMORIALS  

Deceased members of Mary of Bethany Guild - 

St. Mark,  Steubenville, OH 

         Maureen Staimpel         Lois Elaine "Cindy" Engel  

         Glenn Heiden         Chester H. Lawrence 

         Melvin "Joe"Lusane       Lynn Moeller Mather  

         Marjorie Schwegler        Albert Moeller  

         Elsie Schlotterback         Helen Scherler 

         Dorothy Palsha          Pastor Walter Kovac 

Yuceff Young II  

 

 

 

 

"It is TIME TOéééé" 

   There have been two vocations in my life which I have 
greatly loved and appreciated; working with the 
developmentally challenged, our beloved elderly, and 
shut-ins.  As a Christian and church staff worker my first 
and primary challenge has always been to share Godôs 
Word in all of these areas.  You see, I have been blessed 
to be employed in agencies where this has been the 
primary statement in the employers Mission Statement.   
 
   Besides that, Godôs Word says: "But exhort one 
another every day, as long as it is called ñtoday,ò so that 
none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin.ò Heb. 3:13 and ñLet the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.ò Col.3:16-17  
Our tendency is to say that we are not experienced 
enough, we are too old or too tired or not useful anymore.  
My dear friends, as long as we have breath there is 
something we can do for the Lord.       

(Continued next Column) 

Christian Life 

To All LWML Women, 
   Thank you for all the cards and memorials sent at the 
death of my grandson.  You have covered me with the 
blanket of God's comfort.  You are a blessing to me and my 
family.                     Your editor, Esther Heindel 
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Needed! 
Mites for Missions 

 As of September 30, 2009, the LWML Ohio District has received $126,450.80  toward its $209,450.00 

 mission goal.  

 We need $82,999.20 to reach our goal by March 31, 2010, the last day of the 2008-2010  biennium.  

 That means we need to collect $13,833.20 in Mite offerings every month for the next six months to 

 reach our goal.   

 How can we do that? 

Z Take Mite offerings at your zone rallies and retreats.   

Z Take Mite offerings at all of your society events.  

Z Give generously to Mites on LWML Sunday. 

Z Make Thanksgiving Day this year a Thank-offering day for LWML.  

Z On Christmas Day, give to LWML as Christ has so abundantly given to you. 

Z Drop loose change into your Mite boxes daily, and encourage your children to do the same in their 
own Mite boxes. 

Z Celebrate special family events with a Mite gift. 

Z Choose your own special ways to give to Mites. 

 PRAY, that the Lord will richly bless our giving so that we may reach our mission goal, andé 
 
  ñServe the Lord with Gladness!ò  Ps. 100:2 

 
    
  **********************************************************                                           

Short-Term Mission Trip, A Success                                                                                                         
 
   On August 1-5, 2009, fifteen women from the LWML Ohio District, led by Heidi Goehmann, an LCMS pastorôs wife 
from Wauseon, Ohio, traveled to Trinity Lutheran Church an inner-city church in Cleveland, Ohio, to complete projects 
for Building Hope in the City (BHITC).  BHITC is an outreach ministry organized and led by Trinityôs Pastor, Rev. Jeff 
Johnson.  
 
   Upon our arrival, Pastor Johnson gave us a brief history of this beautiful church organized in 1840.  Brian Upton, 
Executive Director of BHITC, explained our mission itinerary.  At lunch, Pastor Johnson told of the work and the need for 
the ministry of Building Hope in the City.  It was inspiring to learn of the amazing work that has been accomplished.  
Ready to work, several women cleaned a very dirty, newly acquired, used minibus.  Others stuffed school backpacks for 
students in the BHITC tutoring, evangelism and refugee/immigrant ministry.  The day concluded with dinner and evening 
devotions.  We lodged at Riverôs Edge Retreat Center,  part of St. Josephôs Catholic Academy We also ate many of our 
meals there.                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Following worship at Trinity Lutheran Church on Sunday morning, a team 
painted a classroom at Zion Lutheran Church while others sorted clothing 
donations.  In the evening, Brian Upton escorted the group on a prayer hike in 
Clevelandôs MetroParks. 
 
  Monday's itinerary started at St. Markôs Lutheran Church and School (now 
closed but occupied by Luther Memorial School) - painting a classroom, 
unpacking and sorting books, arranging desks, chairs and more that had been 
previously delivered.   That  afternoon, we  met  women  from the Arabic     

(Continued on Page 8) 
 
 

Womenôs Ministry led by Missionary Nadia Abuamsha.  We offered child care so 
that mothers could enjoy a craft project led by our group.  The day ended with a 

Our LWML ladies on the lakefront in 

Cleveland after a long day of sharing 
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