Lutheran Basics

Justification 
Review


The human condition is prone to sin, “bent inward” and in need of God’s grace.  Scriptures: Genesis 3-6.  
Review


God gives the Law to the Israelites (10 Commandments).  The Law has two functions: 1) it “curbs” sin and protects us from one another; 2) it acts as a mirror to reveal sin in us.  Scriptures: Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5; Romans 3:1-9, Galatians 3:19-20.

Review


God gives us grace through Jesus Christ – and this is “the good news” the gospel.  We are in a new covenant – Jeremiah 31:33; 1 Corinthians 11:25.  

We are a people of both Law and Gospel.  Scriptures: Romans 1:1-16; 5:13, 17, 20-21; 6:1-8, John 1:17, Galatians 3:24.  Grace works in us as gifts of the Holy Spirit in a variety of ways (Romans 12:6-8 & 1 Corinthians 12:4-11).
Justification

Romans 3:21-28 -We are justified by faith through grace  

Justify –(((((((( -(di-kie- oe), “to put into a right relationship with God.”

Galatians 2:16 & 3:11, No one is justified by the Law
Galatians 3:13, Christ redeems us from the Law.

1 Corinthians 6:11

Jesus’ parable on justification - Luke 18: 9-.

We live as justified sinners.  We are at the same time both saint and sinner.  

Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1:2 (saints) - a`gi,oij (hagios) – holy, set apart for God’s purposes.

Romans 3:9, 20 ; 5:20-21; 7:7-25.  Yet, like Paul, because of sin – we ourselves cannot will good (not without the means of grace given to us through Christ Jesus).

Romans 8:1-11,We are given Christ’s Spirit – which is our source of righteousness.

We are dependent upon the grace of Jesus Christ for our source of justification (righteousness), and this source comes to us by external means in Word and Sacrament.

We are neither too good nor too bad – we are both saint and sinner, thus able to identify with all humanity – whom we are called (set apart) to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to use our gifts to serve God.

