Lutheran Basics 

The Gospel
Review 


There are three basics views on the human condition; 1) basically good, needs to avoid sin, 2) a blank slate – depends on what we write on it, and 3) the human condition is inclined toward sin and needs God’s grace to do good.

Scriptures: Genesis 3-6 covers the trajectory of humanity and sin, confirming # 3.

Review 


God gives the Law to the Israelites.  The Law has two functions; 1) to “curb sin” and protect people from one another’s harmful behaviors.  This is known as civil law. 2) Law is also “theological,” it functions “like a mirror,” as we look at it before God we are all sinners, confirming # 3.

Scriptures: Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5; Romans 3:9-19; Galatians 3:19-20

The Gospel

God makes a new covenant with humanity; Jeremiah 31:33; 1 Corinthians 11:25.

Gospel is from the Greek Word euangellion – meaning “good news” – so good that we must tell it to others and “evangelize”…from the same word.

Scripture: Romans 1:1-16; Ephesians 6:15

So, what becomes of the Law?

Scripture: Romans 5:13, Law functions to reveal the sin that was already in the world.

                 Galatians 3:24, Law provided discipline until Christ came.

     John 1:17, the law came through Moses; grace came through Christ

Grace  is from the Greek word “charis” – mercy, forgiveness, that comes freely from God , and does not need to be earned, and cannot be earned!

Romans 5:17, Christ undoes the sin of Adam.  See Romans 5:20-21.

Romans 6:1-8, grace is at work as we live in our baptismal identity in Christ, where the old sinful self is dying, and we live anew in Christ.

The presence of grace as the presence of different gifts in us – 

See Romans 12:6-8.  See 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
