Lutheran Basics 

The Human Condition

There are 3 basic ways we could view the human condition:

A) We’re all good; we just need to know which sins to avoid.

B) We’re like a blank slate; anything could be written on us, good or bad.

C) We are prone to sin, and need God’s grace in order to do what is good. 

Scriptures: Genesis, Chapters 2-6.  Humanity does not fare well.  There is so much sin by chapter 6 that God sends a great flood, and wants to start over with Noah, and those that follow him into the ark.

Luther: the human condition is bent inward – prone to sin.

The Law and How it Functions 

The 10 Commandments – God sends law to the Israelites.

Question:  Why does the bible contain two editions of the 10 Commandments, one in Exodus 20 and another in Deuteronomy 5?
A) Moses broke the original tablets they were on when he came down off the mountain and saw his people worshipping idols, so he had to get another set.

B) It made the best seller list, so Moses came out with a 2nd edition.

C) Deuteronomy is a retelling of the Law, and is written after the fall of the Northern Empire in 721 BC, when the leaders saw the need to teach Law to the next generations of their people. 

Two functions of the Law – according to Luther and his followers

1) Civil Law is needed “to curb sin” so that people are protected from one another’s harmful actions and behaviors.  

Discussion Question: Which commandments are part of our civil laws today?

2) Theological Law (laws about God) function “like a mirror” – when we look into them, we discover that we are a sinner.

Discussion Question: Which commandments function like a mirror?

Scripture: Romans 3:9-19


No one is righteous under the Law; no one can satisfy the Law.


The Law confirms letter C about our human condition.


Deuteronomy is a later tradition re-emphasizing the Law.

