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PASTORôS NOTES 

 
1)  What are some ritual ñpractices in your lifeò?  What 

kinds of things do you do on a regular basis and then repeat 

those patterns over and over?  Perhaps you have a regular 

sequence you follow when waking up and getting ready for 

the dayôs activities.  Most likely, you do.   

 

As a child, my parents established patterns for me to follow, though I didnôt always want to recognize them 

as practices of much worth.  After all, why was it so important to wash my hands before every meal when 

they looked perfectly clean to me?  I thought this ñgerm thingò was really only a make- believe story that 

parents had been instructed to tell.  There were also other practices that everyone in our family was ex-

pected to abide by.  ñRemember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.ò  We would attend worship as a family, 

whether we wanted to or not.  At times I would envision the day when I wouldnôt have to put on that stiff 

shirt and clip-on tie.  One of the things I dreaded most in worship was the very lengthy ñGeneral Prayer of 

the Churchò. Sitting during this prayer was simply not an option.  My best remedy for this time of boredom 

was to rock back -and-forth so as to convince myself that by standing on one leg, and then the other, I 

would actually cut my real standing time in half.  

 

Those and other memories of worship as a child are deeply embedded in my mind.  I now know why these 

expectations for worship were set before me.  It was because my parents deeply loved me and they wanted 

me to know the incredible love that Jesus has for all people.  For without these regular, way-of -life prac-

tices, I may have never known the incredible grace of God.  Parents, you set the primary examples of ñfaith 

practicesò in life.   

 

The ELCA has produced some wonderfully resourceful ways for each of us as disciples to practice an active 

faith walk.   ñSeven Faith Practicesò have been identified as a means of deepening commitment to Christôs 

ministry.  These practices are both corporate and personal and, rightly so, have been identified as all inte-

grally related to discipleship:  (1) Worship, (2) Pray, (3) Give, (4) Invite, (5) Study, (6) Serve, and (7) En-

courage.  I believe all of these terms need to be placed before us and incorporated in our life together in 

Christ.  Each one of these practices will be included for study and reflection in our 6th-8th grade Confirma-

tion ministry and in our life together as a congregation.     

 

2)  Last Sunday, I announced to the congregation that our present Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

will be leaving us.  Aaron Shoppa has accepted a full-time position as Director of Youth Ministries at an 

ELCA congregation in St. Charles.  He will be with us through Monday, September 20.  I am grateful for 

the opportunity to have had Aaron on staff.  His planning and joy for ministry with high school youth is 

greatly evidenced, and most recently, by those who experienced his leadership and compassion on the re-

cent Mission Trip to Pittsburgh.  Aaron, we wish you the very best and know that this position will give you 

great opportunities to use your God given talents for high school ministry.  You will be missed! 

 

3)  Rally Sunday is designed to be a ñgreat shaking upò by the Spirit to rally and enliven all members of the 

congregation into directions of praise and thanksgiving as we start a new Sunday school term.  Our children 

will be actively participating and leading in worship on September 12 with the worship band leading us in a 

variety of ñyouthful songsò.   Please come.  Worship is one of the seven essential faith practices in each of 

your lives. 

 

4)  It is with great joy that we have received official notice from Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

(LSTC) that Dale Vlastnik has been accepted as a student to begin seminary studies this fall.  He will begin 

classes in the M. Div. program which will involve some commuting to and from Chicago.  I encourage you 

to think of ways in which we as a congregation may offer him support as he prepares for ministry.  



WELCA Board Meeting  
Monday, Sept. 13  

 6:30 p.m.  
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
Thursday, September 2  

 

 The Book of Faith 
Session 1: Reading the Bible 
Theme verse: Romans 15:4 

  
RUTH CIRCLE ï 9:00AM 
 Bible Study ï Pastor Sue Eckhoff 
 Hostess ï Pastor Sue Eckhoff 
 

ESTHER CIRCLE ï 1:00PM 
 Bible Study ï   
 Hostess ï   
 
MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE ï 7:00PM 
 Bible Study ï   
 Hostess ï   
  
VISITATION ï   Becky Delaney 
      Josanne Bruins 
  

 
 
  
 

 
 
Altar Guild will meet on Thursday, September 
9, at 6:00 p.m.  The members will choose the 
months they would like to serve and election of 
officers will take place.  All members are asked 
to be present.   
 
Committee for September ï Kelly Vlastnik,  
Kathy Billard, Judy Green 
 

JOYFUL HEARTS  
 

Joyful Hearts will meet on Thursday, Septem-
ber 9, at 11:30 am at Delaneyôs in Oglesby.   
All women are invited.  
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

BIBLE STUDY  

 
ñCan two walk together except they 

be agreed?ò  Amos 3:3 (KJV) 

 

 

Welcome to the 2010-20011 Lutheran Woman  

Today Bible study!   ñThe people of God: Unity in 

the Midst of  Diversity,ò looks at what unites   us 

and defines us as people of faith.  Often, the ten-

dency is to stay focused on the issues that divide us, 

but the goal of this study is to focus on our common 

faith in Jesus Christ.  This study helps us understand 

how our different backgrounds, the  

experiences, and perspectives can be shared and 

heard as we study the Bible together. 

 

* * * * * * * * *  

 

Northern Illinois Synod Women of the 

ELCA 

22nd Annual Convention 

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2010, 9AM  

First Lutheran Church, DeKalb, IL 

Theme: Act Boldly: Seek and Support Equal Justice 

Keynote SpeakerðPastor John Nunes, President & 

CEO, Lutheran World Relief 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 

SEWING BEGINS 
 Tuesday, September 7 

 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
  

 
 



  
 
 
Paul Baker will lead an adult bible study on 
Sunday evenings beginning September 12 
from 6-7 p.m.  The Bible Study is a 12-week 
course, the theme is on each personôs calling, 
and how that relates to their work life.  The bi-
ble study written by OS Hillman is based upon 
his daily devotional book called ñToday God is 
Firstò or TGIF for short.  This bible study will 
help all of us learn how to integrate our faith 
life into our work life.  Please sign up on the 
sheet in the narthex if you are interested in at-
tending this bible study. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

13th Elsie Haagensen 

 LaSalle Health Care Center 

 1445 Chartres Street  #144 

 LaSalle, IL  61301 
 

14th Helen Reppin 

 1818 Schuyler Street 

 Peru, IL  61354 
 

14th Lois Thompson 

 224 Ladd Road, Apt. B 

 Spring Valley, IL  61362 
 

20th Anita Preston 

 LaSalle Health Care Center 

 1445 Chartres Street 

 LaSalle, IL  61301 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 College Addresses  
Students will be going or have already left for 
college and we want to remind you to call the 
office with their new  addresses.  We will pub-
lish their addresses in future Newsletters.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
  
 
Thank you  to all the women who volunteered 
to serve on the Visitation Committee.   Your 
visits help to brighten someoneôs day and I ap-
preciate your willingness to serve on this com-
mittee. 
   Kay Marincic 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

Have you checked out St. Johnôs Church 
website lately?  Our congregation website 
www.lutheransonline.com/stjohnsperu was 
named the ñwebsite of the monthò for August.  
A special thank you to Pete Jacobsen for de-
signing our website and maintaining it as web-
master. 
 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Dear Congregation, 

Effective September 20, 2010, I will be resigning from 

the position of Director of Children and Youth Minis-

tries.  This certainly was not an easy decision to make, 

but being given the opportunity to focus my talents on 

youth ministry at another congregation, I feel it is best 

for me on a professional and career level.  I have greatly 

enjoyed my time at St. Johnôs, and have taken even 

greater joy in ministering with so many special children 

and youth.  Thank you to all those special volunteers 

that helped to make ministering with these young ones a 

possibility over the past year.  Keep up the good work!  

Certainly, this ministry will carry on with so many will-

ing volunteers.  Thank you to the entire congregation for 

your kind words, your support, and your love. 

In Christ, 

Aaron Shoppa 

   



Narthex Floor Improvement  
 

September 26, 2010 is 
the kick off date for our 
ñLets cover up that 
floor!ò mini-capital fund 

drive.  We want to cover up the Nar-
thex floor with a beautiful new floor.   
Hot dogs, hamburgers, brats and des-
sert will be served after service.  Come 
one, come all.  Open to everyone 
(invite your friends, especially the ones 
with a lot of money to share).  We will 
have bag games, face painting, and 
moreé  Letôs kick off this event in 
grand style and ñCover up that 
floor!!!!!!!!!!!ò  Keep watching the bulle-
tin for more information as the date ap-

proaches. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
We Pray For Those In Needé 

Ill and Injured:   Mary Schrowang,  
 Dorothy Boers 
Those Mourning:  The Shipp family at the 

death of Joseph Shipp; the Hickey 
Family at the death of Bethôs brother; 
the Wrobleski family at the death of 
Kristinôs father; the Tomaszewski at 
the death of Debraôs father; Bill 
Schumacher at the death of his wife, 
Inez; the Judy family at the death of 
Markôs dad; and Gayle Corsolini at the 
death of her mother 

Special Joys:   Congratulations to Mark 
Cross and Rhonda Bangert who were 
united in marriage in Florida; to 
Gretchen Koehler and James Schaefer 
who were united in marriage in Peru 

 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will be held on 

Sundays, September 19, 26 and October 3 and 10 

in Liefeld Lounge (next door to the church of-

fices) at 9:00 a.m. during the Sunday School hour.  

This informal class is offered to give visitors who 

are interested in membership at St. Johnôs, an op-

portunity to (1) inquire about the teachings of 

scripture from a Lutheran perspective, (2) review 

the historical context of the church, (3) and learn 

about the ministry opportunities of the congrega-

tion.  Those who then desire to join the congrega-

tion as baptized/confirmed members will be re-

ceived into membership at the 10:15 a.m.  worship 

service on October 10.  Members who are trans-

ferring from other ELCA Lutheran congregations 

are invited to attend all four sessions, but espe-

cially the last session on October 10. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

Labor of Love 

September 18, 2010 

 
This yearôs house is located at 2228 
Main St., Peru.  The house is very 
clean and well maintained so we will 
only need to do some minor repairs.  
We will be installing a new floor in a 
small bathroom.  There is a bedroom ceiling 
that needs to be painted or replaced (tile).  
The washing machine faucets and hoses 
need to be replaced.  The rest of the work is 
outside painting, cleaning gutters and a little 
yard work.  If you are interested in helping, 
you can sign up at any time.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call me and a 
big ñThank Youò to all of you that are able to 
help. 
  Mark Theesfeld 
  815-223-5068 
  maalthee@live.com 
 

  


