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Read: John 6:22-71
 
“Do not labor for the food that
perishes, but for the food that
endures to eternal life…”
John 6:27
 
WHATEVER HAPPENED?
 
	In 1973, psychiatrist Karl Menninger published a book titled, Whatever Became of Sin? He believed that there was a trend in our culture to avoid terms like “evil,” or “immorality,” and “wrongdoing.” Dr. James Emery White proposes that it is time someone wrote a book titled Whatever Became of Evangelism? His point is that there seems to be a trend in the church to avoid terms like “lost” or “hell” or “salvation.” He gives two reasons for what he considers to be diminished evangelism by the church: the virtue of tolerance and the emphasis on social ministry.
 
	 First, tolerance. There is little doubt that our culture is a culture of tolerance. In some respects, there is nothing wrong with that practice. Living in a democratic republic we are called upon to respect the views and beliefs of our fellow citizens even when they differ from ours. This practice promotes peace and harmony within a secular society. I’m sure that none of us has a problem with understanding tolerance in that way.   
 
	However, a diminished evangelism occurs in the Christian community when people are tolerant of there being more than one way to heaven other than through Jesus Christ. Our Master Jesus tells us that there is only one way to the Father and that it  is through Him. He emphasizes this by telling us that He is THE way, THE truth, and THE life. We can’t stop people from believing in what they want to believe or in what they don’t want to believe. That is not the point. The point is that the Christian community is sent to be witnesses of Jesus of Nazareth and His passion, death and resurrection. In our Lutheran way we say “by grace alone” through “faith alone.”   
 
	I’m not talking about forcefully shoving our faith down other people’s throats. That will not work. Remember the movement in the 1980’s called “The Moral Majority?” For the most part that movement vilified Christians in America and ended up in the ash heap of another misdirected radical idea. What I am talking about is that we know and are confident that salvation comes only through faith in Christ. When the opportunity to witness to others comes about, we share Him with love and gentleness.  This way our witness is not diminished but rather well-pleasing in our Father’s eyes and He will bless it in His time and in His way.
 
	Second, social ministry. It’s important to know that I am not pairing social ministry against evangelism. We are instructed by our Lord to extend the Bread of Life as well as bread for the stomach. In the Book of James, which you will be studying in Bible class soon, we are told to not only share with others the blessing of the Lord but to first put food in their stomachs if they need it. 
	But we must never begin, and end, with the stomach alone. I am sure that secular society is well-pleased with the Christian community when we give to it the needs of the body. Giving to it the scandal of the cross and the mystery of God who is Christ is a different matter. As a man once said: “Lock eyes with the poor and the hungry, and the destitute. Care for them, deeply, and serve them in the name of Christ. BUT DO NOT FORGET TO GIVE THEM CHRIST.” 
 
	For there is one thing that we all know: once we were young but now we are old. And when life is over the food we give to others for their stomachs will mean nothing. It is the food for the soul that never perishes and endures unto eternal life which Jesus gives to us. Remember the words of our Master: “Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on Him God the Father has set His seal.” (John 6:27)    


Did you know...
· The United States makes up the 3rd largest mission field in the world
· Only 18 percent of the U.S. population goes to church in a given week
· The average church size is 75 in worship
· 90 percent of churches are declining or on a plateau in worship attendance
· 50 congregations in the United States close every week
Give the gift of love this season


Charity

	Definition: 
	generosity, gift 

	Synonyms: 
	alms, alms-giving, assistance, benefaction, contribution, dole, donation, endowment, fund, gifting, helping hand, largesse, oblation, offering, philanthropy, relief


Antonyms:  Taking, Stealing
	

	


Taking
	
Definition: 
	
get; help oneself to 

	Synonyms: 
	abduct, acquire, attain, capture, clasp, clutch, collect, ensnare, entrap, gain possession, get hold of, lay
hold of, obtain, overtake, reap, take hold of, take in, win 

	Antonyms: 
	give, receive 





      Words are a magnificent thing. What an impact they can have on our lives, when understood and applied to the actions we take.  Here are two words I would like you to consider this month.  Come back to them in moments of strife, or confusion.  

Breast Cancer Outreach Event:
Date(s): 10/8/2011 
Time: 11:30AM 
Description: Gator Harley-Davidson supports Compassionate Hands and Hearts, Breast Cancer Outreach event with dynamite sounds from Dreams the band, 11:30-2:30, free food and beverages,till gone. (drink responsibly) Gator Harley-Davidson 1745 Hwy 441, Leesburg, Fl 34748 352-787-8050 www,gatorharley.com. Attorney Brent Miller www.bcmillerlaw.com
Location: GATOR HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
Address: 1745 HWY 441 
City: Leesburg 
Cost: FREE 
Contact Name: PEGGY OR JACCI 
Contact Phone: 352-787-8050 
Contact Email: GATORHARLEYEVENTS@GMAIL.COM


 
World Wellness Education:
Date(s): 9/13/2011, 10/11/2011, 11/8/2011, 12/13/2011 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Description: World Wellness Education is a grass-roots effort to encourage and inspire people to live a healthier life today than they did yesterday. We know through our own experiences that this happens one step at a time, often one challenge at a time.
We meet once per month featuring speaker who share their story on how they went from sickness to health. Each club also chooses an outreach program to focus on. 
Location: Leesburg Community Building 
Address: 109 E Dixie Avenue 
City: Leesburg 
Cost: Free 
Contact Name: Traci Brosman 
Contact Phone: (352) 455-1025 
Contact Email: traci@worldwellneseducation.org 

Walk 4 Animals:
Date(s): 10/15/2011 
Time: 9am to 12 pm 
Description: Raise money for animal shelters and rescues by walking your pet! The Walk 4 Animals event will offer low cost vaccinations, raffle prizes, a doggie wash, pet dress up contest and food (for humans too). There also will be a variety of demonstrations including Bloodhounds, Dog Training, Service Dogs, Police Dog and Agility. Prizes will be awarded for individuals and 'packs' that raise the most money. More information and pledge forms can be found at www.walk4animals.com. Registration begins at 8 a.m. the day of the event. 

Location: Venetian Gardens 
Address: 109 E. Dixie Ave. 
City: Leesburg 
Cost: Free 
Contact Name: Tracy Brosman 
Contact Phone: (352) 455-1025 
Contact Email: info@walk4animals.com 

Downtown Orlando, Corner of Magnolia and Washington
Orlando, FL 32801 
Cost: Free - Come out with Rock for Hunger to help provide meals and some love for the homeless in Downtown Orlando, FL. We meet every Monday at 6:45pm to 8:30pm. Meeting point is one the corner of Magnolia and Washington. Visit: rockforhunger.org for more info. 

Are you interested in being the difference in an abandoned child's life? Brittany's Hope always has children in need of sponsorship and would be happy to have your support. Contact our Sponsorship Coordinator at 717.367.9614 or sponsor@brittanyshope.org for additional information and pictures of children that don't have the love that sponsor parents can provide.

Volunteers needed to help flooded Minot families
[bookmark: top]Kim Plummer Krull
Volunteers are urgently needed to help "muck out" and "button up" flood-damaged homes before the fast-approaching winter deals Minot, N.D., area families another harsh blow. 
"Over 900 homes still need to be mucked out and cleaned out," said the Rev. John Fale, interim executive director with LCMS World Relief and Human Care (WR-HC).  "Within five weeks the snow is going to start flying and it's going to start getting cold around here. The need for volunteers is critical."
During a trek Sept. 21-22 that included meeting "family after family" hit hard by this summer's unprecedented flooding of the Souris River, Fale assured disaster-weary homeowners and area church leaders that "the LCMS wants to bring the needs of Minot back before the larger church community."
Those words, Fale said, "moved people to tears. They said it was so comforting to know that they haven't been forgotten."  (See pictures of Minot flood damage and video interviews at www.Facebook.com/LCMSWRHC and www.youtube.com/mercytubewrhc.) 
More than 220 LCMS families lost their homes in flooding that, according to news reports, displaced some 11,000 city residents and damaged more than a total 4,000 homes plus businesses and schools. 
The floodwaters also destroyed the homes of some 60 staff members of the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch (DBGR) and two of the LCMS Recognized Service Organization's Minot area buildings. DBGR serves youth with emotional and behavioral challenges.
While the flooding was called historic when the Souris River crested in late June, many North Dakotans say the disaster faded from the national news even as they struggled to find temporary housing and deal with severely damaged -- if not destroyed -- homes. 
"People here are very aware they got little coverage from the news media, less attention and offers of support than some other disasters have drawn," Fale said. "If not for the local churches stepping up to the plate, the loss would be even greater." 
"I tip my hat to the pastors, vicar and congregational leaders of Our Savior, St. Mark, and St. Paul," said Fale, referring to three LCMS churches located in Minot. "In the midst of regular, ongoing pastoral-care needs, these folks are working double duty as they tend to their flocks and community members with compassion, a listening ear and a word of hope from Scripture. They recognize that the stress of the flood is taking its toll on everyone, and they are responding with a huge heart."
That "double duty" continued this week as the Rev. Paul Krueger, senior pastor at Our Savior Lutheran Church, fielded yet another call for assistance. One of the most recent came on behalf of an 80-year-old man "sleeping in his car" because he didn't know where to turn for help. The congregation connected the man with Federal Emergency Management Assistance (FEMA) and Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) representatives so he would have a place to sleep. 
"We knew where to get him some help and how to get him going," said Krueger, whose congregation continues to work with St. Paul and St. Mark Lutheran churches, among others, to help families who lost homes and, in some cases, livelihoods, too.
Evacuees, for the most part, are living in FEMA trailers, with friends and relatives or are making as long as 90-mile commutes between temporary homes and Minot jobs. 
They include Bob and Carol Timm, one of the 87 Our Savior member families who suffered severe flood damage. Floodwaters destroyed Bob's office and filled the family's home for more than a month, dissolving the drywall off the wooden studs.
"They had to gut out everything down to the wood studs. They lost pretty much the whole interior of their home," said Al Dowbnia, of LCMS Communications, who met the Timm family as he traveled with Fale. 
This marked WR-HC's third trek to Minot since June to work with congregations and ministry partners to assist flooded families. WR-HC already has provided a total of $74,200 in grants to Minot congregations, the Synod's North Dakota District and DBGR for emergency and recovery needs. In addition, the Synod's mercy arm is committing another $200,000 for ongoing support in Minot, Fale said on Sept. 23.
Today, the focus is on volunteers to help evacuees clean out homes before the winter cold exacerbates flood damage. "Lots of help is needed to clean up, cover doors and windows and get a heat source in basements before the extreme cold sets in," said Fale, adding that furnaces are extremely scarce in Minot. 
Volunteers are asked to register on the Our Savior Lutheran Church website, www.oslcnow.com. "The quickest and easiest way to volunteer and get connected with LDR [Lutheran Disaster Response] is to go to Our Savior's website and access the volunteer form. LDR will get back to you and line up a time for you or your group to come and help," Krueger said.  (Volunteers without Internet access can call LDR at 218-443-4970.)
As LCMS ministries call for volunteers now, they also are looking ahead to assist with cleanup and rebuilding that will continue in the spring. A proposal is in the works to establish a volunteer camp on Our Savior Lutheran Church property. 
"That's a big need that also demands a considerable amount of additional gifts," Fale said. "We understand and appreciate our LCMS supporters have been very generous in the midst of this busy disaster season, but we hope they understand that needs here in Minot are monumental." 
In the midst of challenges, Krueger says the Minot community appreciates the church's response -- from the local congregations that helped families evacuate and served emergency meals through the support of WR-HC and LDR in providing financial gifts and coordinating volunteers.   
Krueger said in a video interview, "It's a phenomenal thing to see when the body of Christ steps into a disaster and says, 'Here we are, Lord, use us.' " 
To make a gift to help WR-HC assist families suffering from historic floods: 
· Mail checks (noting "Spring Floods 2011" in the memo line) to LCMS World Relief and Human Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861. 
· Call toll-free 888-930-4438. 
· Make an online donation at www.lcms.org/disaster/flood.
Any funds not needed for this relief effort will be used for other disaster purposes as determined by LCMS World Relief and Human Care. Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.
Kim Plummer Krull is a freelance writer and member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Des Peres, Mo.
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“You have never really lived until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.”
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Sing your heart out
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHOIR MEMBERS HOSTING LIST	2011 - 2012	

	
ERNIE and LYNNE Abner		435-9192   		Lynne.abner@yahoo.com        
 CHARLEEN Bagnato			787-8795		Lghchar@aol.com 	             
NORMA and Bill Butchart		787-2847		nbbutchartfl@aol.com	
BILL and LORETTA Dixon		750-3929		bunkywm@embarqmail.com	
TOM and JUNE Gardner		750-4577                       tomjun61@juno.com		
 OLIVE Gobin				787-4729		Olive.Gobin@yahoo.com 	
 BOB and BEV Groh			314-0620		bbgroh@gmail.com		      
ROGER and LaVONNE Harper		742-3100		rogharper@comcast.net 	
WALDO and LOIS Laabs		751-1636		cortez813@thevillages.net	
 CHUCK and Joyce Lewis		728-8682		CLewis4@embarqmail.com	
 LARRY and DARLENE Luebben	259-8161		LLuebben@thevillages.net		
 Russell and THELMA Moe		689-0044		rmoe743@aol.com		
 BILL and Mary Muenchinger	            460-0516		Womuench@bellsouth.net
 TISH and Charlie McMahan		315-1822		Tmcmahan@aol.com 
BOB and EVELYN Schultz		326-5054		rschu32650@aol.com
 Lance Sheffield							wrangler7@comcast.net 		
Larry and ALICE Spear			1-352-553-1318		landaspear@centurylink.net		
GLENN and LEE Waybright		728-3437		glenn.e.waybright@juno.com		
 If you cannot Host, please ask the next one on the list if they will. (We Host alphabetically) 
Also, please inform me of any errors on phone numbers and/or email addresses, so I can correct them.
 Thank you,   Loretta
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“When Jesus spoke again to the people, fie

said Tam the Gght of the world: Whoever Bethany Lutheran Chiurch
_follows me will never walk in the darkness, ~ Pastor Marc Spaeth
‘but will hiave the lght of life. " - Jokin 8:12





