Five Key Points 

On Reading the Bible
The bible needs to be read within a community*

The bible grew out of writers located within communities throughout the history of Israel and the Early Christians.  Likewise, the meanings of the texts are to be discerned and discussed by people within communities, and Christians throughout the world are called to be in conversation with one another.  Jesus Christ is the Word of God.  Word in the New Testament Greek is logos.  In English we have the word dialogue – which in the New Testament Greek means literally “through word.”  We are called to be a people of dialogue, nourished on the Word of God, which forms communities of faith that are seeking to understand the ways in which we are called to serve and love our neighbors.
The books of the bible need to be read in their social, historical and literary contexts

Each book of the bible has its unique social and historical setting and style of writing.  To ignore these things is to miss the intent of the authors – who like us, live within a particular time and place.  Times and places shape the meaning of our language, our words.  Meanwhile, the words of a given biblical book need to be read within the larger literary picture of that entire work, and not red out of context. In addition, we also are called to recognize the use of these same literary sayings as having sources within other books of the bible – as most of the New Testament references us back to Old Testament sources.
The bible relates to all aspects of life 

     In order too see the depth and breadth of God’s Word, we need to see it beyond its use in church on Sunday, and allow God’s Word to speak to our daily life, and the events going on around us in our world.  God is at work in the midst of both the good and evil that we find in the world.  Many congregations publish Sunday bulletins that contain the readings from the bible for the entire week.  Allowing a time, place and a space in our everyday world for these readings opens us up to the power of God’s Word in our daily living.
The bible is library of different kinds of books and writings
     The German word for library is bibliothek – (library), and from this we get the word “bible.”  If we read everything in the bible as if it is of the same type of writing, we will miss the point of the author.  .  Therefore, the guidance of the church community, and those who help us understand the various books, should be a part of our reading and conversations about God’s Word.  
The bible is not a simple question and answer book
     We are just as diverse as the various communities that are represented by the many books in the bible.  This means we will have different conclusions as we read the same texts.  But these same texts keep calling us into dialogue and conversation across all cultures and generations with our neighbors.  As we engage God’s Word which challenges us with law, and provides us with the promise of the gospel, we find ourselves involved in a journey, growing in faith.
* These five points are taken from Diane Jacobson, Mark Allen Powell and Stanley N. Olson’s book Opening the Book of Faith (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2008) , pp. 14-18.





