The Book of Faith Initiative

In 2007 the churchwide assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America decided on a 5-year initiative to teach a Lutheran approach to scripture.  In conjunction with Augsburg Fortress press, working with Lutheran scripture scholars, Diane Jacobson, Stanley N. Olson, and Mark Alan Powell, a book entitled Opening the Book of Faith, has now been published to begin this initiative.  The book is available at www.augsburgfortress.org.

For starters, take note of the very title The Book of Faith.  The title indicates that “the book – the bible” – belongs to people of faith.  This for us, as Lutherans, is the critical starting point, for faith does not reside in the paper pages of a book.  Rather, faith is embodied in people, in us.  This means that faith is produced in us through the work of the Holy Spirit as God’s Word is lived, proclaimed in worship, read and studied.  It is this hearing of God’s Word as it continues to become flesh in us – because of Jesus Christ, that makes the bible an important matter of our proclamation and our learning, and most importantly, our living.  As it is written in Romans 10:17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

We begin, not with the bible as the word of God, but with Jesus Christ as the Word of God. The Word of God has become flesh John 1: 1, 14.  The Word of God has become “incarnate” with Jesus Christ, and as the Word of God creates faith in you and me, it continues to become flesh, joining us to the Body of Christ.  As it is written in Romans 12:5, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.


Secondly, because we are a people of faith, being formed by God’s Word in Jesus Christ, God’s Word also speaks through us.  As a people of faith we become involved in the telling of the story of who Jesus Christ is in our own lives and in our own world.  As Paul writes in Romans 10:15, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"

Thirdly, because God’s Word has first created faith in us through the action of the Holy Spirit working through communities of faith, now we are able to see the bible as a source through which God speaks to us.  In other words, the bible comes to us through the community of believers whose learning, insights, translations, research and living examples help open the texts for us so that they can now be part of our lives.

The implications of these statements form the foundations of our faith, faith in God who is present to us, through Jesus Christ, through the living Word, our means of grace wherever God’s Word is proclaimed, taught, and given witness to by our living. God’s Word has come to us in Jesus Christ, who has come to all creation and humanity for the sake of salvation.  
