The Word of God 

Comes to Humanity and All Creation
 
The Word of God is so much more than printed words on pages in a book.  The Word of God is Jesus Christ – God among us, Emmanuel.  In Jesus Christ, God has taken on our humanity, has died, and is risen from the dead – living and present to us by the power of the Holy Spirit.  As we understand God’s Word, we always remember the incarnation – for the Word of God lives among us forming our faith, faith that is embodied in real people – you and I, and others that we meet each day.  And this same Word of God, Jesus Christ, has come to redeem not only our humanity, but all of creation -  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. - Romans 8:21
    
God’s Word comes to us as both law (words of judgment) and gospel (words that speak the promise of God’s mercy).  And this law and gospel dynamic run through all the scripture, from the time of Israel through the time of Jesus Christ.  The law points out the brokenness of our humanity and our world (sin), while the gospel gives to us freely the mercy (grace) of God in order to reconcile us to God, to one another, and to all of creation.  This is why God has come to our humanity and to all of creation, in order to reconcile us back to God.  Through the law and gospel dynamic of God’s Word, we are redeemed from sin, through God’s grace - in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. – 2 Corinthians 5:19
The bible – both the Old Testament and the New Testament make up the written Word of God.  These books were inspired by God’s Spirit working in human authors, each living in their own unique social and historical setting.  As we read and study these writings, to understand them anew in our own time, God’s Spirit speaks to us again of the salvation of Jesus Christ.  Through our encounter with God’s Word, God’s Spirit creates in us faith so that we today can experience fellowship in Jesus Christ and be formed to serve God’s Kingdom in this world.
The Word of God as it is proclaimed, creates faith in us, and is never separate from life.
  Both sin and God’s redeeming grace (justification) are realities in our lives and world.  We as people need to remember that while God’s Word comes to us, we are never on equal terms with God.  Thus, we cannot use the Word of God, as is if we are god authorities prescribing to others exactly how they should live.  We are not in control.
  God is. 
The Word of God belongs to the entire church, which is made up of all humanity, of people whose lives are broken and in sin, yet at the same time given the promise of God’s mercy, healing, and redeeming in Jesus Christ.  And while private reading of the bible is good, ultimately we live in the world, and are called to be part of the Body of Christ, living for the Kingdom of God.  And so, we as Lutherans are called to once again renew our commitment to take part in both the private and public dimensions of God’s Word, which leads to service toward neighbor and care for creation. 
� See Diane Jacobson, Mark Allan Powell, and Stanley M. Olson in Opening the Book of Faith (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2008), p. 9. 


� Ibid., p. 10.





