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CONVENTION UPDATE 

"Let Freedom Ring" was the theme as more than 5,500 members and guests of the national LWML gathered over the July 4th weekend at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

Highlighting the 28th biennial gathering, convention delegates approved the disbursement of more than $1 million to global mission projects. LWML women raised the money during the past two years through mite boxes and other activities.

Other convention activity ranged from servant events and a 5K walk/run to the election of LWML officers.

LWML, also known as Lutheran Women in Mission, has a membership of more than 200,000 and has been funding missions all over the world for more than 50 years. This biennium's new global mission project to be funded over the next two years include:

$104,000 to fund a program for at-risk children based at Trinity First Lutheran School, Minneapolis;

$100,000 to support two missionaries and to print religious literature for the formerly communist country of Kyrgyzstan;

$100,000 to expand urban ministry in four new location in the United States.

$100,000 to implement and develop the Jewish Missionary Training Center in St. Louis;

$100,000 in scholarships to enable inner-city children to attend Lutheran elementary schools;

$100,000 in start-up funding for new international student ministries on North American college and university campuses;

$80,000 to identify, train and send missionary teams to Burma, China, Laos and North Korea;

$76,430 to assist Ysleta Lutheran Mission in El Paso, Texas, and the Lutheran Synod of Mexico as they preach God's Word in Zaragoza, Mexico.

$51,793 for the People of the Book Lutheran Outreach (POBLO) Family Ministry Center for Arabs in Detroit.

$50,000 to provide West African women with on-site evangelistic training.

$50,000 to provide health education to Vietnamese women in the areas of maternal care and nutrition.

$50,000 for scholarships to enable seminary and university students to participate in short-term mission trips.

$40,000 for events that will provide congregations with leadership training and support for clergy and lay leaders on developing strategies to reach the unchurched; and

$30,000 for training and materials for outreach and ministry to children in Russia.

President's Page
LET FREEDOM RING... LET FREEDOM RING...
LET FREEDOM RING IN THE NAME OF CHRIST!

The 1999 ILWML convention is history. A great time to share friendships, have Bible studies, sing praises and pray to our Lord with our sisters in Christ from all over the United States and other countries. There were over 5,500 members and guests in attendance. The LWML has a membership of more than 200,000.

The convention welcomed international guests from Ghana, Latvia, Guatemala, India, Japan, China, Paraguay, Russia, the Philippines and West Africa.

Also in attendance was Rev. Charles Wokoma of the US & Nigeria. Pastor Charlie is with the Lutheran Heritage Foundation in Sterling Heights, Michigan. He has translated the Book of Concord into the language for the Kalabari Kingdom and is now translating Luther's Small Catechism. Previously he served in New Jersey.

The convention theme, "Let Freedom Ring," was based on John 8:36 and reads, "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed."

Our NJ delegates were myself; Alice Price, Lakeland Zone; Cindy Hergenhan, Mid-Eastern Zone; Anne Cornett, Northeastern Zone; Cheryl Rusiecki, Raritan Zone; and Gladys Nesko, South Jersey Zone.

Seated with the delegates were Senior Counselor, Pastor Roy Minnix and Young Women's Rep Amy Rusiecki of the Raritan Zone. Amy was one of the 69 YWR's from 40 districts.

The delegates kept busy voting for the new international officers, by-laws, mission project grants and the site for the 2005 convention. Elected to serve as President was Virginia Von Seggern from Orchard, Nebraska.

A Mission Goal of $1,430,000 was adopted for the 1999-2001 biennium. The convention site for 2003 is Tampa, Florida. The site for 2001 is San Jose, California.

On the lighter side, we were visited by Katy Luther's cousin, Marta. All through the convention Marta was looking for Katy. Marta gave us conventioneers a "personal" peek into Katherine Luther's life.

Yours truly, your very own president, enjoyed the whole convention from a wheelchair. You've heard the expression, "a funny thing happened on the way to...?" Well, it did. I sprained my ankle and pulled some ligaments. I was taken to the hospital and put into an air cast and told to stay off my feet. HA! HA! How does one stay off their feet at a convention? This was one time people pushed me around and I didn't mind it a bit. Everyone took good care of me. I had my heart set on carrying our district banner, but God had other plans for me. I was just as proud when our YWR, Amy, did the honors, and I was pushed (wheeled in) by a young page from Minnesota. Thank you to everyone who came to my rescue.

Did your church ring the bells for "Let Freedom Ring" on Sunday, July 4th? Yes, Yes, Yes. Praise the Lord...

and may God Bless

Eleanor Hoffmann, District President

COMING UP
NJ District Fall Retreat... November 19 & 20th at Star Lake, Bloomington, NJ. Last year's attendance was 40 and we are hoping to have 50 attending this year.

NJ District Convention... May 5 & 6th, 2000 is to be held at the Quality Inn, Toms River, NJ. The theme Is "Freedom in the Spirit of the Lord," II Corinthians 3:17.

 

INTERVIEW WITH GOD
"Come in," God said to me. "So, you would like to interview me?"

"If you have the time," I said.

He smiled through His beard and said: "My time is called eternity and is enough to do everything; what questions do you have in mind to ask Me?"

"None that are new to You. What's the one thing that surprises You most about mankind?" He answered:

"That they get bored of being children, are in a rush to grow up, and then long to be children again.

That they lose their health to make money and then lose their money to restore their health.

That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present, such that they live neither for the present nor the future.

That they live as if they will never die, and they die as if they had never lived..."

His hands took mine and we were silent.

After a long period, I said, "May I ask You another question?"

"Most certainly," he said with a smile.

"As a Father, what would You ask Your children to do for the New Year?"

"To learn that they cannot make anyone love them. What they can do is to let themselves be loved. To learn that it takes years to build trust, and a few seconds to destroy it.

To learn that what is most valuable is not what they have in their lives, but who they have in their lives. To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others. There will be others better or worse than they are. To learn that a rich person is not one who has the most, but is one who needs the least.

To learn that they should control their attitudes, otherwise their attitudes will control them.

To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open profound wounds in persons we love, and that it takes many years to heal them.

To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness.

To learn that there are persons who love them dearly, but simply do not know how to show their feelings. To learn that money can buy everything but happiness.

To learn that while at times they may be entitled to be upset, that does not give them the right to upset those around them.

To learn that great dreams do not require great wings, but a landing gear to achieve. To learn that true friends are scarce, he/she who has found one has found a true treasure. To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven by others, but that they forgive themselves. To learn that they are masters of what they keep to themselves and slaves of what they say.

To learn that they shall reap what they plant; if they plant gossip they will harvest intrigues, if they plant love they will harvest happiness.

To learn that true happiness is not to achieve their goals but to learn to be satisfied with what they already achieved. To learn that happiness is a decision. They decide to be happy with what they are and have, or die from envy and jealousy of what they lack.

To learn that two people can look at the same thing and see something totally different.

ILWML Convention Highlights...
	
	6,496 education, infant layettes and devotional kits were brought for several designated missions. Dollar Value - $115,260.


	
	Song leader Rev. Gerald Coleman composed the theme song, "Let Freedom Ring."


	
	The wooden Communion ware was handmade by Herbert Henschew. He meticulously glued the wood and with great precision began the turning process. Forty sets were made for the Thursday evening worship. Each set included a chalice, paten and wooden plate. Teams of two pastors and three ushers conducted the distribution.


	
	Lutheran Prison Ministry collected approximately 160 boxes of Bibles, an average of 14 Bibles per box, by Friday noon.


	
	The first offering of the biennium was taken at the opening worship celebration. The offering totaled $32,099.31 and was designated for 1999-2001 Mission Goal.


LWML SUNDAY - OCTOBER 3
Each year, one Sunday is set aside as LWML celebration Sunday. This year that Sunday is October 3. LWML - Lutheran Women in Mission, is pleased to share with you the excellent materials available for the celebration.

Our theme this year is "United with Christ to Serve."

Forms for the Worship service bulletin, sermon notes, music and lyrics for the latest LWML song, "In League with Our Lord," children's message and activity page and a banner pattern are all available from International. Your networker or president should already have these materials.

If not, Call 1-800-252-5965 or fax 1-314-268-1532 or write LWML, PO Box 39348, St. Louis, MO

LOST?  Cheryl Rusiecki has lost her black LWML bag which contained tons of important convention and zone information. She is desperate!! If you find it, please call Cheryl at 732-657-2413.

FALL RALLY SCHEDULE
Lakeland Zone  10/17/99  Good Shepherd, Randolph

Mid-Eastern Zone  Information Not Received, Check with your Society

Northeastern Zone  10/17/99  Zion, Westwood

Raritan Zone  10/24/99  Redeemer, Westfield

South Jersey Zone  Information Not Received, Check with your Society

Don't Forget the Retreat
November 19-20 at
Star Lake, Bloomington, NJ

 

Please remember in your prayers our District Counselor Pastor Casaday who recently had a triple by-pass and was in the hospital for 2 weeks. We hope he's home and on the mend. Also pray for Jackie, his wife and our public relations director for the district, who was in the hospital with water on her lung. We pray for them both and for their complete recovery.

Remember Mission Projects
I thought it was time you had an update on how the Mission Projects for this biennium are doing. Thanks to your Mites, please note the following projects paid and yet to be paid:

I am pleased to announce we will be paying the fifth project very soon. This is "Bibles through Lutheran Prison Ministry" for $2,000. The moneys for this project will supply the prisons in New Jersey with Bibles. It is exciting to know the Bibles will be reaching men and women who need to hear about God's love and grace.

I recently received a newsletter from our fourth project, which was paid out this spring. It was Portals of Prayer for Armed Forces personnel. The letter explains the emotional "down time. which our brothers and sisters experience in the service. One of the suggestions to avoid those difficult times is to take a daily "spiritual vitamin" by reading the Portals of Prayer. We contributed $2,000 for the purchase of those special little devotionals. Our next project to be funded is: English Braille Bibles for Russian Children. The amount for this project is $1,440 which will assist in shipping the zinc plates, covers, binding and Braille paper which make up 40 volumes or one Bible to the Russian schools for the blind. This helps fill the need of over 5,000 blind children in Russia.

As you can see, our Mites are a very important part of many lives. Please continue to fill your little mite boxes. Then remember to turn it into your local society at your monthly meetings. This biennium's deadline for mites is less than seven months away. The projects remaining will need $10.760 to complete this two year goal.
Please pray for the above projects, for the individuals who will benefit from our mites, and for the Lord's blessings on all the Mission Projects.

THANK YOU, DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST!

Gay VanEtten, Vice President Mission Projects/Mission Service

Mite Project Proposals for the 2000-2002 biennium need to be submitted by Nov. 1.

Editor's Corner
Fall is here! With it comes school, relief from the heat & drought and the start up of our LWML year. For most of us, there are no meetings in the summer and when fall rolls around, it's like going back to school.

We have some opportunities for education in the LWML coming up. There are the rallies in October for each zone with informative programs planned for each. Past rallies have included speakers on breast cancer, Russian mission programs and living wills to name a few. If you haven't been to a rally recently you're in for a treat.

In November we're planning a retreat in Bloomington, NJ again. Lillian Burrows, our Christian Growth Chairman, has hinted around in the registration form about rain & umbrellas. Hopefully she's only referring to the "Umbrella of God's Love" and not the weather forecast for that weekend.

Many of you plan Bible studies and mini-retreats in your own societies for the fall also. Look for information on these activities and go check them out. It's a new season!
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