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NJ District Convention Enjoyed By All
On May 5-6 the NJ District met for our biennial convention in Toms River. The Raritan Zone hosted it, and the theme was “Freedom in the Spirit of the Lord,” Helen Bice, Vice President for Human Care, was the keynote speaker. Eighty-one LWML members, three pastors and numerous guests attended.
The convention began with a procession of banners from previous conventions and the lighting of the convention candle. The officers and committees gave reports in a variety of creative ways. A special visitor to our convention was Marta Luther, who spent the weekend searching for her cousin Katie Luther, whom she finally found on Saturday afternoon. Along the way we learned a lot about the history of our church. Marta & Katie were actually Judy Barnes and Sue Epper, two of our past presidents, in disguise.
A banquet was held on Friday evening with entertainment provided by the choir of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lakehurst. Our counselors, Rev. Barry Casaday and Rev. Roy Minnix, conducted a worship service on Saturday.
New officers were elected and they include Ruth Ann Krueger, VP for Mission Grants/Mission Service; Joan Zeigler, Treasurer; and Betty Ryder, Corresponding Secretary. Gladys Nesko will chair the nominating committee for the next convention. Rev. Timothy Phillips was appointed pastoral counselor to replace outgoing Pastor Minnix.
A mission grant goal of $33,600 was approved, Of this amount $25,200 will be used for district grants with the remainder to go for national mission grants. The mission grants and the order of funding are detailed below.
Submitted by Charlene Mae Elson, VP Mission Education/Mission Inspiration
VP for Mission Education/Member Development
District votes in new mission grants for 2000-2002 biennium
At the NJ District convention held in Toms River in May, the district approved eight new Mission Grant Proposals. They range from providing telephone service for a pregnancy center in Newton, NJ, a grant on a very local level, to helping to fund the African Immigrant Ministry for Africans immigrating to the USA. The grants total $25,200. The full list of grants is (in order of funding):
   Support the Ministry of Healing Midlantic, Inc., a program to give medical supplies to children in need through volunteers traveling to developing countries. $5,000.
   Provide Telephone Service to the Helping Hand Pregnancy Center, Newton, NJ, a grant for yellow page advertising & 24 telephone service for counseling & support for the center. $3,000.
   Blind Ministry Equipment Repair, a grant to provide maintenance on Braille equipment. $2,000.
   Scholarships for “Learners in Faith,” a grant for 5 people for the 3 year program through the NJ District for lay people. $5,000
   Funding Through Life’s Journey Ministries to the First Lutheran Church in Manhattan, a grant to assist the First Lutheran Church in Manhattan with mission work. $2,000.
   Project Berea, Bethesda Lutheran Home, a grant to help develop devotional material for the mentally disabled. $2,000.
   African Immigrant Ministry, a grant to help establish new missions for Africans immigrating to the northeast USA. $2,000.
   Installation of a ramp at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of the Deaf, a grant to enable the deaf members who may also be physically challenged to attend church. $4200.
LWML Sunday 2000
“God’s Final Answer is...Jesus”
Regis Philbin regularly asks contestants on “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” if their response is the final answer. Final answers are important. If correct, they bring success: if not, failure. This popular TV quiz show can serve as a reminder that there are things in life that are final. The most final thing of all is death. But God has an answer, and His answer gives us hope as we face life’s most final event brought about by sin. On LWML Sunday we celebrate the glorious truth that God’s final answer to our problem of sin is Jesus!
This is our theme and focus for this LWML Sunday 2000. Be sure to check with your Pastor about materials which both he and your president received to plan your celebration.
Fall Rally Schedule 2000
Southern Zone - October 22 at Holy Trinity in Bordentown
Raritan Zone - October 15 at Our Redeemer in Fords
Mid Eastern Zone - October 22 at Holy Trinity in Garfield with a special speaker, Dr. Dimico, who is working with the recipient of our first Mite Grant, the Ministry of Healing Midlantic, a ministry to supply medical supplies to developing nations.
Lakeland Zone - October 15 at Gethsemane in Hackettstown
Northeastern Zone - October 22 at Our Savior in Fair Lawn with a special topic, “Walking through the Bible with Flowers”
New District VP for Mission Grants - Ruth Ann Krueger
I am married to Pastor Dennis J. Krueger, & we’ve been in Mahwah for almost three years now, after accepting the call and moving here from western New York. We have three boys, Adam, in the army in Alaska, Sean, in college in Phoenix & Michael, in college in Rochester. We also have two grandchildren, who are the greatest joy, with another on the way in the fall.
I am a third generation LWML’er, as my mother & grandmother were charter members of the LWML in my home congregation in North East, PA, and my daughter is supportive and helps me on many occasions.
I have been active for a long time & held numerous positions in mostly the Eastern District. I truly enjoy the ladies and great work that LWML does. I’m proud to be a part of it.
The position of Mission Grants/Mission Service is one I held in the Eastern District, so I look forward to doing it again and also learning the ways of the NJ District. It’s a great way to get to know the women and the churches in the district. Missions and helping others is one of my biggest joys and I look forward to serving.
Ruth Ann Krueger
“I Haven’t Spent a Penny in Years”
“These words were spoken by LWML veteran Lillian as a special way of passing the mission torch,” writes Maggie Kruser, St. John, Wheaton, IL. Lillian was a character. She would demand her special chair at meetings (the others hurt her back) and would tell the same stories over and over about her early days in LWML. But at mite box dedications, she would declare, “I haven’t spent a penny in 20 years!”
Those words so stuck with Maggie that whenever she opens her wallet to pay for something, she views the pennies as mission money. A $4.76 total means 4 cents in change for missions (along with a prayer for its use).
From the National PR Director
LWML mite boxes are available in bulk from the national office to all districts. Just call, fax or e-mail your request for new mite boxes today.
Each church society, group or individual should have mite boxes. Order them for all the women in your church. Pass them out, put them in church mailboxes, add them to your display area. Above all, make sure everyone has an opportunity to take one home. Explain the reasons for and use of the mite box in your church newsletter. Help people be part of our mission.
A woman told me she was so excited her three grandchildren were coming to stay for a few days that she put a dollar bill in her mite box and thanked God they had a happy home to return to. Thank God for your blessings as you put your gifts for His work in your mite box.
Carol Zemke, National PR Director
From Your President -
A warm and hearty thank you to the NJ District LWML Board of Directors, Raritan Zone Committee and all those who participated in making the district's 15th convention a success.
The spring and early part of the summer were quite busy for me. I attended five district conventions, bringing greetings to four of these from the NJ District LWML. They were:
The Atlantic District LWML Convention, which includes part of NY and was held in Calacoon, NY;
The New England District LWML Convention, which includes Maine, NH, Vermont, CT, MA and RI;
The Eastern District LWML Convention, which includes PA, western NY and the panhandle of MD, held in Lancaster, PA;
The 12th Regular NJ District LCMS convention held in Bridgeport, NJ; and of course our own convention held in Toms River, NJ.
So you can see I was living out of a suitcase for awhile. With each convention, there was a camaraderie of members all with one purpose, doing the Lord’s work together. Each convention had a biblical theme, including: “Angels All Around Us,” “Refuge in the Valley,” “Speaking the Truth in Love,” “Jesus 2000,” “Sing Unto the Lord,” and our own “Freedom in the Spirit.” The conventions differed in some ways as did the Bible studies. There were dramas, skits, singing, prayers and communion services, but during all there was praising our Lord together.
The district is looking for someone to be our historian. If you think you might be interested, please give me a call.
By now, all societies should have received the minutes from the convention. It’s a lot to read, but so much happened in 2 days. If you missed it, think about attending next time. In 2 years it will be here again.
Do you know the way to San Jose? Come July 5-8, 2001, everyone will know. This is the site of the national convention, and the theme is from John 4:19, “Because He First Loved Me.” We will also be celebrating 60 years of LWML.
Have you sent for your LWML Sunday materials? I sure hope so, since the first Sunday in October is LWML Sunday.
Please note that Gay VanEtten has accepted the job of Public Relations for our district. Thank you, Gay.
LWML asks that each district send their mites in monthly. So, we are asking each society to also mail in your mites monthly. Send them to Joan Zeigler, 52 Mayflower St., Clifton, NJ 07013.
My article has been a little of this & a little of that. In closing, I would like to pass along this little story called, “Piecing a Quilt.” A pastor announced that on a certain day he was going to piece a quilt in the pulpit. A cotton sheet was stretched on a light frame and then propped against the wall in back of the pulpit. He then asked for dollar bills to serve as patches. As the ushers brought them up from the congregation, he pinned them on the sheet. Finally the sheet was covered and the quilt was made. The amount of money raised was $425. Only $368 was asked for.
More to come - Keep reading the District Newsletter.
May God Bless!
Eleanor Hoffman, President
From the NEW Pastor’s Corner
Dear Members and Friends of the LWML
As the son of, and brother of BIG TIME LWML’ers, I feel very privileged to be your new jr. counselor. It is my prayer and desire to be a “wonderful counselor” and assist you in any way necessary. I am a graduate of Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. I am a lifelong member of the LCMS and have served as a vicar in the state of Washington, and as a pastor in Texas, Minnesota and now New Jersey.
My greatest emphasis as a pastor is to reach the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. My favorite Bible character is the apostle Paul. My favorite Bible verse is Philemon 6, which says, “I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
As a pastor, I have done presentations at LWML spring and fall rallies and on short-term mission trips to Honduras and “Spiritual Warfare.” I have also been a pastoral advisor for Lutherans for Life, conducted single-parent family retreats and ran a youth camp.
My wife’s name is Kimberly Phillips, and she’s a beautiful and dynamic Christian woman. God has blessed us with two little girls: Amy (10) and Gracie (7). We are very happy to be here at Holy Cross Lutheran in Bordentown.
May God bless us as we partner together in the Gospel!
In Christ, Rev. Timothy Phillips
By-Law Changes
The NJ District enacted a number of changes to our by-laws at the district convention. In general, they am terminology changes in conformance with those passed by National last summer.
The biggest changes were the ILWML is now simply LWML and Mission Projects are now Mission Grants.
Zone presidents should review their zone by-laws and make necessary changes to comply with those made on the national and district levels. Complete copies of the changes will be sent out in the fall. Contact your zone president or society president for your copy.
From Your Editor
Thanks to all who submitted names for the newsletter. They were inspired. The next newsletter will have a new name.
With the beginning of September, most of our groups start regular meetings again. Here are a few ideas to help your local societies make things more interesting.
Do you need program ideas for your society meetings? The Hope Committee from National has been training women for Mission Ministry Vision (MMV). These are women in each district blessed with God-given talents of mentoring and motivating. They’re trained to help you achieve an exciting and effective women’s program. Contact National for more about this program
Currently available from National is a new packet called “Designed For You” (N2-20210, $8.50). It’s a guide to help you plan your program for the year, and you can order it from National now.
National has all sorts of ideas in the LWML catalog - check it out!
Lastly, a few thoughts on individual service. How many times within your local society have you heard the statement, “I’ve done that, now it’s time for the younger women to do it.” Or if you’re one of those younger women maybe you thought, “The older women in our group don’t work. They certainly have time to do it.” Maybe you’ve even been guilty of saying it. Is it time to reevaluate your thinking?
Now that many of us are older and possibly retired from outside work, shouldn’t we be saying, “I have more time to devote to mission work and LWML,” instead of “I’m retired. I deserve to take it easy”? Let’s revamp our thinking. Even if you’re not retired, isn’t there a place for you and your skills in mission work? Maybe you can make phone calls, have computer skills, can sew or bake. Maybe you and another friend can take completed mission projects like quilts or kits to the places where they’re needed. There are lots of little things that mount up when everyone helps out.
Zone Officers -
Some new faces and some new ones around the corner
South Jersey Zone: President: Gladys Nesko; Vice President: Peggy Russell; Secretary: Tracy Benton; Treasurer: Sharon Benton
Raritan Zone: President: Cheryl rusiecki; Vice President: Sue Harnos; Secretary
Andrew Key; Treasurer: Charlotte Dunphy. Officers to be elected this fall are president and vice president.
Mid Eastern Zone: President: Cindy Hergenhan; Vice President: Linda Vilardi; Secretary: Coralynn Vossler; Treasurer: Jeannie VanStein. Officers to be elected their fall are president and vice president.
Lakeland Zone: President: Arlene Price; Vice President: Thelma Sellman; Secretary: Ginger Starrett; Treasurer: AnnaBelle Freedicks
Northeastern Zone: President: Anne Cornett; Vice President: Debbie Fick; Secretary: Olga Mistarka; Treasurer: Ginger Latyak. Officers to be elected this fall are president and vice president.
New Jersey District Officers
Eleanor Hoffmann, President
95 Hobart Avenue
Rutherford, NJ 07070
201-939-7648; 201-935-6879 FAX
Charlene Elson, VP Mission Education
24-8 Florence Tollgate
Florence, NJ 08518
609-499-1228
charleneelson@juno.com
Ruth Ann Krueger, VP Mission Grants
125 Glasgow Terrace
Mahwah, NJ 07430
201-529-2117 or 201-512-0030
Betty Rytter, Recording Sec.
253 Fairview Ave.
Newton, NJ 07860
973-948-4255
bettyrytter@compuserve.com
Janet Daelke, Correspond. Sec.
728 County Rt. 513
Pittstown, NJ 08867
908-753-4655
tjdaelke@sprintmail.com
Joan Ziegler, Treasurer
61 Madison Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011
973-471-3208; 973-614-1737 FAX
Rev. Barry Casaday, Counselor
78 Washington Place
East Rutherford, NJ 07073
201-939-2386
Rev. Timothy Phillips, Counselor
280 Crosswicks Rd.
Bordentown, NJ 08505
609-324-2386
Susan Donnelly, Newsletter Editor
3l7 Bayside East Parkway
Forked River, NJ 08731
609-971-8286; 732-842-0101 ext. 4 (wk)
732-842-5636 FAX
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lillian Burrows, Christian Growth
594 Hickory Ave.
Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
201-797-3559
Cindy Hergenhan, Bylaws
612 East Passaic Avenue
Bloomfield, NJ 07003
973-338-9953
Carolyn Engelken, Quarterlies
109 Bloomfield Road
Barnegat, NJ 08005
609-698-3390
Anne GaNun, Historian
520 Dudley Court
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-8358
Gay VanEtten, Public Relations
88A Woodside Avenue
Newton, NJ 07860
973-300-9627 (H)/973-300-2109 (W)
Barbara Giaquinto, Young Women
14 Mountain Road
Ledgewood, NJ 07852
973-927-2856
Gladys Nesko, Nominating Committee
8 Andover Court
South Hampton, NJ 08088-1323
609-859-0580
NJ District Office - 1168 Springfield Ave.
Mountainside, NJ 07072
908-233-8111
LWML - 800-252-LWML
