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President's  message
AAH! Autumn!!! It’s that time of the year when schools open and the fall sports activities begin. Summer vacations are over and we are returning to the fold of our LWML Societies and church activities. Returning with gusto and energy “To Serve the Lord.”
Summer is over and so is the 2001 LWML convention. Twelve members and five friends of the NJ District made the journey to San Jose in July for the LWML Convention to be part of the 3,200 attending.
Over 600 delegates from the 40 districts adopted a mission grants goal of $1,650,000 for the 2001-03 biennium spread between twenty mission grants. The funding for these grants surely needs your MITES and PRAYERS. A list of the 2001-2003 Mission Grants is found on page 2.
Over 4,000 people raised their voices praising God with hymns at the Thursday evening Communion Service. I was honored to represent the New Jersey District in the banner procession along with our District's Young Women's Representative, Vickie Epper. Thank you to Carol Throckmorton for making our banner. Not only did Carol make the banner, but also she made a carrying bag to shuttle it to the Convention. A photo of the banner will be in the next issue. The name badges matched the banner, and each person attending from New Jersey received one to wear and keep.
The 60th Anniversary Thank Offering is an endowment fund to support special programs in mission work for the LWML. The fund had more than $100,000 as of June 15. Of this, $75,000 will be matched by an anonymous foundation.
The Mission Mile Walk raised $21,190.65 with 550 people walking for their sponsors. WOW!
Thank you to Reverend Eric Zeigler for filling in as Pastoral Counselor. He did this on short notice for Pastor Casaday. Thank you, Pastor Eric.
I want to tell you about the fountain in front of the stage. There was a waterfall leading into the fountain that changed colors all during the convention. The 40 District Presidents lead a procession carrying water from their respective districts and poured the water into the fountain to remind us of our baptism. There was water from the site where the LWML began 60 years ago. I was wondering if I should have brought some of our Atlantic Ocean water?
Just a reminder N.J. District Retreat is November 3, 2001 at Crane's Mill In West Caldwell NJ. Attendance in 2000 was 83. Let’s go over the top to 100 this year!
“OKC in 2003” - This is the site for the next National LWML Convention in Oklahoma City.
Because He First Loved Me, May God Bless
Eleanor Hoffmann, President
District Convention Update
“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH!”

The NJ District Convention set for May 3 & 4, 2002, will be filled with joyful noise. The Bible verse comes from Psalm 100:1-2.
The South Jersey Zone will be our host, and they have selected the Wyndham Hotel in Mt. Laurel as our site. It is near the NJ Turnpike Exit 4 for easy access for everyone. So pencil this time in your planners and date books.
Our convention speaker from National is Judy Knebel, Vice President of Gospel Outreach. Also, we are committed to lots of singing, as requested.
The District Executive Board will host the Assembly of Leaders workshop at the District Convention. More information on this will be published in our next newsletter.
Conventions are a great time to be filled with the Spirit of the Lord and share the Joy with your Sisters in Christ. Make plans to come!
Zone Fall Rally Schedule
Lakeland Zone on October 21 at Morris Plains
Mid-Eastern Zone on October 21 at Verona
Northeastern Zone on October 14 at Mahwah
Raritan Zone on October 21 at Lanoka Harbor
South Jersey Zone on October 14 at Lawrenceville
MISSION  GRANTS
It’s time again for your society to exercise the privilege of submitting mite grant suggestions. There are many needs to be met in our urban and suburban areas and many opportunities for us to assist in programs that encourage and sustain our fellowman.
We look forward to receiving suggestions from you for grants, which will be voted on at the 2002 NJ District Convention. Please follow the guidelines, which your society should have received, when submitting your proposals. The deadline is November 15, 2001, and the proposals should be sent to Ruth Ann Krueger, 129 Glasgow Terrace, Mahwah, NJ 07430.
Some things to keep in mind include:
1. The grant should be mission focused. This means that the project would extend the ministry of the Word and not be for a purely humanitarian concern.
2. Individual members, societies, zones, or Synodical Boards may propose grants.
3. Grants shall be limited to those for which no adequate provision has been made in the budget of the District or Synod and shall be completed within the biennium in which they are adopted.
4. Grants which involve mission work in sister churches: a) should be approved by the NJ District Committee on Mission and b) should not impose our ideas of what their needs are.
5. Grants should be well documented.
6. Two copies of the grants should be submitted in Resolution form, using the form sent to your societies.
Ruth Ann Krueger
Vice President Mission Grants/Mission Service
2001-2003 National LWML Mission Grants
1. $35,000: Lutheran Girls Home, Ambur, South Africa
2. $75,000: Expansion of Ministry to Native Americans in Alaska
3. $61,000: LCMS Prison Ministry Outreach
4. $30,000: Outreach Ministry to the Navajo Nation
5. $45,000: Outreach Ministry to the Children of Kazakhstan
6. $100,000: Fortify & Strengthen Black Families Mission & Ministry in LCMS
7. $50,000: Health Care for Women and Children in Sudan
8. $50,000: Establish a Training Center for North American Missions
9. $75,000: Support of Seminary Students' Families in West Africa
10. $75,000: Reaching New Ethnic Groups through Children
11. $46,100: Assisting Medical Mission in India with Prosthetic Devices
12. $50,000: Interactive, Bilingual Curriculum for the Hispanic Institute of Theology
13. $47,000: Pre & Postnatal/Well Baby Clinic & Educational Services in Kyrgyzstan
14. $100,000: Idaho Circuit Rider Ministry Truck
15. $40,000: Messiah Migrant Ministry of Hillsborough County, FL
16. $75,000: Evangelistic Outreach in Siberia
17. $40,000: Gospel Outreach to Chinese People, Carbondale, IL
18. $50,000: St Matthews Outreach to Japanese People
19. $75,000: Support of National Missionaries in Africa
20. $47,161.89: Ghana Translation, Scripture Use and Literacy Materials (Partial)
A Good Education
The "Labor Day" picnics and celebrations are now over and all our children are back in the classrooms undertaking another year of study to enhance their education. We as a society feel that a good education is necessary for our children so they can cope with life once they are out on their own. I think all parents would like to see their children succeed in life.
But how many parents want their offspring to attend a Christian church and acquire the knowledge of Jesus Christ and what He has to offer? How many parents take their children to Sunday school and church on a regular basis? Some children only see the inside of a church when their parents take them to church to be baptized. Some parents see baptism as a ritual necessary for a safe life.
Sunday school and church are not only for the children, but are beneficial to the adults as well. The book of II Timothy 2:15 reminds us that we should “study to show thyself an approved workman for the Lord.” Adults can do this by attending Bible class while their children are studying in Sunday school. In doing so, adults can set a good example for their children.
Families should also worship together on Sunday morning. Singing and glorifying God on a regular basis shows our children that God is an important par of their life also. God’s Word is nourishment that we all should seek regularly. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”
Let us all continue to worship and praise God at every opportunity we have. God loved us enough to die on the cross so that we can spend eternity with Him. He gave us His best...let us in return give Him our best.
Pastor Casaday 
Mission Grants Funding Update
Just as the National has a goal to achieve, so does the NJ District. As of July 31st we were $1729.95 away from completing projcct #4, “Scholarships for Learners in Faith.” When we achieve completion of this grant we will be halfway through our proposed grants. We still have 4 more projects to complete with a total of $11,000 needed. The unfinished grants yet to be funded include the following:
Project #5 Life’s Journey Ministries to the First Lutheran Church in Manhattan.
Project #6 Project Berea, Bethesda Lutheran Home - Watertown WI
Project #7 African Immigrant Ministry - St Louis, MO
Project #8 Installation of Ramp at St Matthew’s Lutheran Church of the Deaf, Clifton NJ
I think if we ALL dig deep down in our pockets (couches are a good place to find money that has fallen out of pockets) we will succeed in our goal. We do not want the 2002 NJ District Convention to be the one we find out we did not complete our goal. The little choo-choo train said, ‘I think l can,” and I think we can, too.
JOAN ZEIGLER, TREASURER 

HOOKED BY JESUS
On November 3, 2001, be prepared to get hooked! That’s the date for our fall retreat at Crane’s Mill in West Caldwell. If you came to last year’s retreat you’ll remember what a great time we had. This year should be even better. There will be enough food for all, including those last in line. The offering will be for the banner stands.
The day will be filled with Bible study, sharing with friends, singing and prayer There’s a great lunch plus coffee and cookies, and you get all this for only $16. How can you beat that?
We hope to have both Pastor Phillips and Pastor Casaday there to lead us. It’s easy to get to, and everyone who went last year said this was one of the best changes the District made—a one-day retreat at an easy to get to place.
We hope to see you there! 

National President’s Daughter Dies
July31, 2001
We all mourn and grieve with the VonSeggern family at the loss of their daughter, Kay. We are reminded of that section of Scripture (1 Corinthians 12) that describes the church as the “body of Christ.” When one part hurts, all hurt. One very visible and prominent part of our “body” is hurting today and we all hurt with her and her husband. Virginia VonSeggern (LWML International President) and her husband, Burnell (very active in Nebraska LLL efforts) buried their daughter the last week of July. Kay died after spending a few days in the hospital in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Kay leaves behind two young children, a husband and some very sad parents. Please include the VonSeggern family in your prayers. For Virginia and Burnell, we know that the cross and empty tomb are central to their thoughts during this time. It is because the cross and tomb are both empty that someday Kay’s grave will be empty, too. I’m picturing that party in heaven when Kay, her kids, husband and parents get to see each other again—because of Jesus.
Editor’s Note: This message was sent via email from Bruce E. Wurdeman and edited for this newsletter. 

For Your Information...
District needs a historian. We also need someone who is capable of taking records (minutes, treasurer’s reports, etc.) and burning them to CD’s for storage to reduce the amount of archives collected over the years.
LWML Sunday packets have been sent, & all societies should have one. The theme this year is “The Greatest of These…” The focus is on children. You may want to order children’s mite boxes. You may also want to involve the children in your program. Check your packet for ideas.
A Thank You Note
We received a thank you from Healing the Children Midlantic Group, our first mission grant for this biennium. It reads:
“Thank you and all those from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League who helped make our medical trip to Kenya possible. Your generosity has contributed to the health and well being of 98 children Through your leadership, we all have made a difference.
Yours, Jessie Gahner”
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