Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Welcome to Sunday School at Bethlehem !

This is an informational packet we have put together to help parents better understand what our children will be learning.   All students receive their own bible in first grade.  They are welcome to bring it home with them or keep it in the classroom. 

	Resources for Christian Living 

At its heart, Life Together is based on connecting a person's life to the Word and then linking back to daily life. In this life to Bible to life model, new understandings of one's life in relationship to God and one another are fostered. 

The Life Together family of resources are integrated, easy-to-use materials to help children, youth, and adults connect questions and issues from daily life with biblical themes centered on the lectionary. Based on the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) and using the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible, they integrate worship, preaching and faith formation. 

Life Together resources have been developed to work in harmony with each other and the lectionary, or as individual resources. 


Life Together and its role in your church 

What Is Life Together?
Life Together is a new way to approach Sunday and the rest of the week. It is a way of encountering God's word together - everyday. Life Together integrates worship, preaching and faith formation or learning in order to build strong faith communities. 

Imagine the lessons children are learning in Sunday school are reinforced by the pastor's sermon as well as by the hymns and songs of the worshiping assembly. Imagine the same links are made to daily life. Now, stop imaging because it's here! 

With Life Together, connections happen. 

The Life Together family of resources are a comprehensive tool kit ready to help you make those connections! Based on the Revised Common Lectionary and using the New Revised Standard Version Bible, they integrate worship, preaching and faith formation. 

How does it work?
Life Together is based on the idea of integration and connections. 

· Learning, worship, and preaching are related encounters with the same Word of God, Jesus Christ.

God is encountered through seeing and hearing the Word. Through reading and teaching, communion and baptism, and with the worshiping community. Faith is fostered through our encounter with God.

· All faith formation resources for children, youth, and adults build upon relationships and encounters with each other, and with the community and with God.

Life Together provides structures and opportunities for encounters with the word of God and in response to the gifts of God — events that can happen:

· In the learning environment.

· In the community at worship.

· In other gatherings of Christians for support, service and witness.

· In the various contexts of daily life.

· A person's experience of life and the world provide the 'hooks' on which the Holy Spirit can attach God's story in order to grow in relationship with God and others.

Life to Bible to Life — taking a person's personal story, responding to it with the biblical story in order to connect that unique life story to God's story. This methodology is beneficial because a person begins to grow in trust and community by connecting his or her particular human story to God's saving story giving one a new understanding of one's personal experience. 

About Life Together

The Life Together family of resources is built upon foundations uniting the life of the people of God.

Seasons of the Church

With Life Together, the whole community, from children through adults, experiences in both worship and learning settings the seasons of the church — Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Three Days, Easter, season after Pentecost, festivals such as Reformation and All Saints.

Stories and Themes

Life Together resources use the worship readings, and especially the reading from one of the four Gospels, as the starting point for the growth opportunities available at the various age levels. A common theme growing out of the biblical readings becomes the focus for learning.

Practices of Faith

Life Together resources are designed to nourish healthy faith practices. Some of these happen in worship: celebrating the sacraments, praying for others, sharing Christ's peace, singing faith and praise. Others take place beyond the worship setting: praying at home, forgiving one another, sharing faith with others, helping those in need, working for justice. These resources connect the learning setting and other settings where such expressions of faith are put into play.
Questions and Answers 


What is Life Together? 

Life Together is a new way to approach Sunday and the rest of the week. It is a way of encountering God's word together every day. Life Together integrates worship, preaching and faith formation — or learning — in order to build strong faith communities.

What makes Life Together different from other lectionary-based curricula? 

Life Together is more than a curriculum — it is an integrated family of resources that connect primary activities of congregational life around a common core. While each of the components can be used separately, they work powerfully together to create a unified experience on Sunday. Life Together is designed to weave together into a rich tapestry a variety of ministries: faith and prayer in the home, Sunday preaching and worship, and weekly educational opportunities. An integrating key idea permeates the Sunday morning faith experience, giving people a tool to build connections to the many opportunities people of faith encounter during the rest of the week.

Are the readings in the lectionary developmentally appropriate for Sunday school? 

Life Together identifies for each day a driving question which gets at the Heart of the Matter. Both are related integrally to the lectionary and to daily life. In most cases, the lectionary readings for the day support the Heart of the Matter in ways that are developmentally appropriate across age levels. Occasionally, a simplified thread of text or related Old Testament text is used for the lower learner levels.

What translation of the Bible is used or recommended? 

The New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) is used as the standard translation of the Bible. The Contemporary English Version (CEV) is used for some lower ages as appropriate.

How can the same curriculum be used for three grade levels? Does this mean the children for two or three grades need to be in the same class? Will they repeat the same material next year? 

The curriculum is developed for three age groupings: pre-elementary, lower elementary, and upper elementary. This grouping of grade levels allows for flexibility: smaller congregations or those who find combining children of various ages to be beneficial may choose to combine grade levels and have one or two classes per age grouping, while other congregations may want to maintain traditional grade level divisions. Care has been given in developing learner materials and leader guides that make the lessons accessible and interesting across the broader age range of the groupings. And, because the curriculum follows the three-year cycle of the lectionary, the material within an age grouping will be new for each of the three years.

How is preaching supported? 

New Proclamation provides theological reflection and vital pastoral applications of the text, as well as faithful exegesis and suggestions for incorporating references to contemporary culture, media, and events. Sundays & Seasons presents images for preaching that open up the texts within the context of worship.

Page 1 of 3
4/17/2006

