Five Lutheran Principles for Reading the Bible+
1. The Word of God is both law and gospel.  The law aspect of God’s Word reveals to us our sin.  And the law aspect is not confined to the Old Testament – but rather, it is a dynamic that runs through the entire bible, old and new testament.  The gospel is that in God’s Word which gives us grace and comfort, healing, and salvation.  This means that God’s Word will speak to us differently in terms of our life experiences.  What may be law for one person, can be gospel and comfort to another.  

2. Martin Luther once said that John 3:16 is the bible in miniature, which is to say, it summed up the entire bible.  John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  The purpose of the bible is to reveal to us who Christ is.  In our creed we speak of God the creator, yet Jesus is present as the Word, that God speaks to create the world (Genesis 1).  Therefore, the Word of God in all of the Old Testament is pointing toward the coming of Jesus.  The power of the Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead, and now the Word of God, Jesus Christ is living among us (the gospel).  Recall the greeting you hear at the start of worship, 2 Corinthians 13:13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  
3. We are to use scripture to the other parts of scripture to help us interpret any one given passage of scripture (scripture interprets scripture).  Our study bibles, and the new Lutheran Study Bible, will be helpful in this regard, for passages of scripture will have supporting references to other works in the bible, which helps us to understand the use of words, their original contexts, and how the author of a book is reapplying them.  

4. Luther encouraged his people to read for the plain meaning of the text.  For us today, this means that we need to ask the question, “how did the people who first heard this text understand it?”  Once we take into account the type of literary forms of writing in the bible, such as poetry, miracles, parables, codes of the culture, and creeds, just to name a few,  we can appreciate the variety of ways God’s Word comes to us, and still speaks to our lives today.
5. Reading the bible is not merely a private act.  The bible came to us through communities of faith, and belongs to communities of faith, and is intended to be in the world.  In so many ways – the bible has been in the world – and in our culture, as a political force, often used in ways that neglect all the above mentioned principals.  This is why we as Lutherans need to engage scripture as communities of faith, engaging our world, in dialogue, for we are called by the gospel to make Christ known, proclaiming God’s kingdom for the sake of God’s promise of salvation to all people.
+ See Opening the Book of Faith by Diane Jacobson, Mark Allan Powell and Stanley M. Olsen (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2008), pp. 28-45.  To purchase, visit www.augsburgfortress.org





