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A Message from Pastor Chad:

Dear Members of St. Matthew:

When Bishop Main introduced me to your church council in December 2005, we knew that my role was to serve as Interim Pastor.  My role would be to provide a continuity of pastoral care at St. Matthew until a new pastor was called.  On August 19, 2007, you called the Reverend Joel L. Zeiders to be your pastor.  Our journey together during this interim period will come to an end on September 30.

I want to thank you for the opportunity to serve with you during this interim time.  I have enjoyed participating in ministry with you and getting to know you.  Together, we have experienced many things during this interim period – we have rejoiced together at weddings and planning baptisms and 200th Anniversary events, we have comforted one another during times of illness and grief, and we have completed numerous projects (plaster repairs, organ renovation, carpet installation, a number of roof projects, etc.).  These various experiences have helped me grow as a pastor.  I have fond memories of our journey together in our work of ministry.

As the congregation of St. Matthew, you have worked diligently in making sure that the various ministries of the congregation have continued during this interim period.  You have many gifts for ministry and you have done a wonderful job of showing that ministry is the work of all the baptized people of God.  I want to especially thank our church staff, members of church council, and our committee chairs for their support and efforts during this interim.

I trust and pray that you will continue to share your God-given gifts for ministry for the work of St. Matthew Lutheran Church.  Don’t think for a moment that the arrival of a full-time pastor means that you are relieved from your duties of ministry.  Continue to use you gifts to support Pastor Zeiders and the entire ministry of St. Matthew Lutheran Church.

My interim pastoral duties at St. Matthew will be completed on September 30 and I will no longer be involved in the daily life of St. Matthew.  We will likely continue to see one another throughout the community and we can greet one another; however, your pastoral concerns will need to be directed to Pastor Zeiders.

I pray that God may richly bless the ministry of St. Matthew Lutheran Church and Pastor Joel Zeiders.

In Christ, 

Pastor Chad

A Message from Pastor Joel Zeiders
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Love One Another As I Have Loved You . . .

 Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

 As I write this, the time is somewhat bittersweet.  The excitement of this past weekend, when you called me to become your pastor, is still present.  Ruth and I look forward with much anticipation to the beginning of ministry in your midst.

 Of course, we realized even the day of the vote that it signaled a new turn in our lives, and as much as we look forward to coming to St. Matthew, it means saying goodbye to our friends at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Lanse.

 So, as I write this, we’re knee deep in saying goodbye.  And it’s been hard.

 It’s hard because we have grown to love one another at Holy Trinity.  That doesn’t mean we always agree, doesn’t mean we don’t fight, doesn’t mean people don’t walk away from the congregation.  What it means is that those of who are here, are determined to live together in love.  We care for one another, we take the time to get to know one another.  We have no choice; Jesus commands us to do so.  If we are to be faithful to the one we call Lord, we will commit our energies to love.

 In these last months, I have felt God calling me forward to a new place, and in trying to discern that call, I seem to have ended up in Bloomsburg.  I have been led to you.

 And so now I say to you that Ruth and I look forward to coming, and to making new friends, and that I commit to loving you.  I expect we’ll disagree, that you’ll question some things I do, and that we’ll struggle at times to see what is lovable in the other.

 But I know that first of all we have been loved in Christ, and that joined to him in baptism, we are made to love and serve God and our neighbor.  I’m mindful of being another in a long line of pastors at St. Matthew.  The rich heritage you and your forebears have established will go on, as we are faithful.  What an adventure!

 If things come together as planned, our adventure together begins October 1.  Until that time and always, may God keep us in love.

 A fellow servant,

 Pastor Joel Zeiders 

200th Anniversary Celebration
Guest Pastor Sunday

Pastor Cluley is a son of St. Matthew but was unable to attend our 200th anniversary 

celebration.  The Anniversary Committee asked him to submit a brief bio so we all can 

reacquaint ourselves with him again. And here it is!

Rev. Dr. William H. Cluley

 I am a graduate of Bloomsburg University with a Bachelor of Arts in Art (1971) and a Bachelor of Science in Education (1977); a Master of  Divinity (1983) from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg; and a Doctor of Ministry (2005) from Lancaster Theological Seminary.  I served as a Sergeant in the United States Army in the Military Police Corps as a graduate of the Military Police Academy, with two years service in Germany.  I was a member of St. Matthew’s Lutheran church in Bloomsburg when I entered seminary in 1980.  I was ordained in 1983 within the Central Pennsylvania Synod of the LCA and have served the following congregations:

Christ and St. Peter’s, Spring Grove; Assoc. at St. Paul’s York St., Hanover; First English, Columbia; and as senior pastor at Palm, Palmyra for 13 years.  Two years ago I received Intentional Interim Ministry Certification and currently serve under Synodical Call as a full-time Intentional Interim Minister currently at St. Paul's UCC, Manheim.


I currently serve on the Board of Luthercare, the Social Ministry organization in Lancaster and Lebanon County and on the Synodical Church in Society Committee.  I have previously served on the Synod Council for six years; the Synod Transition team; Evangelism and Outreach Committee; Lower Susquehanna Synod Candidacy Committee and Professional Preparations Committee of Central Penn Synod; Secretary and Dean of the Hanover Conference.  Other ministry has included nine years on the Board of the Mid-Atlantic Career Center; two elections to ELCA Assemblies; and Lutheran representative to Union Church negotiations.  In 2001 I was one of seven official candidates for the office of Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.  Recent community activities have included establishment of the Campbelltown Disaster Office following a tornado; establishment of a ministerium Youth Center in Palmyra; serving on the Boards of the Palmyra Counseling Center, President of the Ministerium, and the Palmyra Interfaith Housing Board.


I have been married for 34 years to Patricia J. Cluley, who currently is a Special Education Early Intervention Specialist in the Lancaster/Lebanon Intermediate Unit.  We have two sons, Seth and Drew and two grand-daughters.  We live in Lancaster City and are members of Grace Lutheran Church in the city.   




Music Ministry

It is hard to believe that summer 2007 has come to a close already!  We certainly have had a successful summer in the life of the music ministry here at St. Matthew.  With the senior choir adjourning for the months of July and August, we were blessed with several guest musicians and their God-given talents from the surrounding areas.  Thank you for supporting our guests, and we hope that many of these singers will return next summer as well!

 The Senior Choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons from 2:00-3:00pm until September 30th.  The first Sunday that they will be singing in worship is Rally Sunday, September 9th during the 10:30am service.  If you enjoyed hearing the choir in June at the one service, please plan on attending the 10:30am service to continue being blessed with their service to God.

 The Handbell choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons as well from 1:00-2:00pm in the choir room.  This rehearsal time will remain the same unless otherwise noted.  All of the ringers in the handbell choir welcome John Riley to the group with open arms!  The handbells will be joining our 10:30am worship service on Rally Sunday, September 9th featuring “Shall We Gather at the River.”  Please come to the 10:30am service to hear the beautiful sound of the handbells!

 IMPORTANT NOTE:  The Jubilate Choir is coming together once again on Sunday, September 30th from 2:00-3:30pm for their 3rd Christmas Cantata.  After two successful years of rehearsing and performing Christmas music for the community, it was a hands-down decision to continue the choir again this year.  The performances will be held on Saturday, December 8th and Sunday, December 9th.  Last year we were blessed with over 35 singers, and we hope to continue to grow this year, especially with more male voices!  If you are interested in singing in the choir, please let me know as soon as possible so I can be sure to order enough music.










Alan Hack










Director of Music



Worship and Music
Those present at the August 7, 2007 meeting were:  Peg Williams, Herb Fritz, Kayla

McCready, Mary Alice Breisch, Alan Hack, Linda Tonkinson, Jim Slusser, Chairman.

Excused:  Dolly Bauchspies, David Srednicki, Scot Long.

The Committee discussed the following items:

Appraising the stained glass windows and tapestry for insurance reasons.

Letters for Christmas Cantata will be going out.

Cookbooks are available and on sale after Sunday service.  Cost is $12. each.

Dates to remember:  September 16th – Harvest Home Sunday,


                                  Oct. 21st - 7:00 pm Brighter Light.



                            Nov. 4th - 2:30 pm Bloomsburg University Orchestra

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Date of next meeting:  September 4th at 7 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Tonkinson



Worship and Music 

Those present at the June 5, 2007 meeting were:  Peg Williams, Herb Fritz, Kayla

McCready, Mary Alice Breisch, Dolly Bauchspies, David Srednicki, Alan Hack,

Linda Tonkinson, Jim Slusser, Chairman.

Excused:  Scot Long.

The Committee discussed the following items: 

Ministerium meeting was attended today at the Southern Baptist Church.

Youth Sunday will begin in September.  It will then be every other month.

Second shipment of cookbooks arrived on May 22nd.

New podium and guest book are in the parlor.

Upcoming dates to remember:  Nov. 4th  - 2:30 pm Bloomsburg University Orchestra


and Oct. 21st – 7 pm Brighter Light.

If you know of any soloists that would like to perform, please contact Alan Hack.

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Date of next meeting:  July 3, 2007, at 7 p.m.  Please come and join us!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Those present at the July 3, 2007 meeting were:  Peg Williams, Herb Fritz, Kayla

McCready, Mary Alice Breisch, Alan Hack, Linda Tonkinson, Jim Slusser, Chairman.

Excused:  Dolly Bauchspies, David Srednicki, Scot Long. 

The Committee discussed the following items:

Received concerns and repair list from Love Knotters group.

Dr. O’Riordan will be composing a special piece in honor of our 200th Anniversary

for Reformation Sunday.

Cookbooks are available and on sale after Sunday service.  Cost is $12. each.

     Dates to remember: September 16th – Harvest Home Sunday,



                             Oct. 21st - 7:00 pm Brighter Light.

                                           Nov. 4th - 2:30 pm Bloomsburg University Orchestra

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Date of next meeting:  Please note time change August 7th 5 pm – followed by 

Vacation Bible School 6 to 8 pm.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
     Parish Fellowship Committee 

  The following are the minutes from the Parish Fellowship meeting, held on July 25, 2007 at 10:00 am.  The Parish Fellowship Committee met on July 25, 2007.  The following were in attendance;  Nancy Marolf, Liz Aurand, Pat Eyerly, Winda Schoch, Lois Krum, Kathy and Bob Mensch, Mary Berlin and Vanessa Ruckle.

      The committee discussed Vacation Bible School refreshments.  We also asked for volunteers to attend the evening refreshment hours.  We asked for two volunteers each evening.  

     We discussed the current brunches for the visiting pastors. Everyone felt the brunches were doing well and we were getting a variety of items from the congregation.  We decided the next two brunches would have menus of hamburger BBQ and hotdogs, and the next would be ham loaf.  When September services begin with two services instead of one, we will return to coffee fellowship between services.

     When the Bishop visits in October the committee voted to ask the council if we could have only one service and have a catered luncheon afterward.  Mary Berlin will contact Katy Miller to find out what events they have planned for that day.  

     In December we will be going back to monthly coffee fellowships and we all voted to have it in the basement.  

     The Fellowship committee mission statement was reviewed and revised.  It will be submitted to the council for their approval.  After saying the Lord's Prayer the meeting was dismissed and the room was set up for the brunch on Sunday.  

Submitted by Vanessa Ruckle and Nancy Marolf, 

co-chairs


News from the Synod

Worship and Music Workshop

 The Upper Susquehanna Synod Cantor will host a Worship and Music Workshop “Finale” on Saturday, October 13, 2007, at Messiah Lutheran Church in South Williamsport.  The program will begin at 9:30am and conclude in the afternoon.  Topics include “The Incarnation and Karaoke,” choral reading with textual commentary, and choral reading with accompaniment hints.  As usual, choral and organ music will be for sale by Menchey Music.  Watch for a mailing on this workshop in your congregation’s mailbox soon!

Aid for the Luscombe Family

 What happened: On June 16th Diana Luscombe was in a terrible car accident in south central Pennsylvania.  The car hit the middle concrete divider, bounced back and forth on the road, and then flipped and rolled, finally stopping upside down.  Riding with her in the car were her husband Mark, and their two kids: Cole, age 4 weeks, and Hannah, age 2 years.  Miraculously Diana’s husband and children were unscathed. 

 Diana, however, sustained injuries to her left hand, head, and C5 through C6 vertebrae.  It is unclear if she will ever walk again, though there is hope that through extensive therapy she may regain enough motion in her upper body to hold her children.  What is clear is that the road to recovery for Diana and her family will be long and expensive.

 Diana is on her way to be set apart as a Diaconal Minister, and her husband Mark is a pastor in the ELCA.  Diana has also been serving as interim director of Theological Education with Youth, a program that encourages youth to recognize and use their God-given talents in the Church and world.  They are deeply caring people who are committed to serving God through the Church.

 How you can help: A CD of Christian folk music entitled “For Diana” is being sold to raise funds for this family.  This is a Lutheran music ministry based out of Woodstock, NY.  Samples of their music can be heard on their website (see next paragraph).  100% of the money collected from “For Diana” will go to Diana and her family.  Furthermore, if $15,000 is raised (suggested donation of $15 or more per CD), Thrivent has agreed to add $5,000 more.  So please, be generous, think ahead to birthdays, Christmas, and of all the people you know who might be moved by this story and appreciate receiving the CD from you.

 The CD was created by the ministry of Faithful Folk (www.faithfulfolk.org) with the hope to both raise money to assist Diana and her family, and also to encourage all of us to keep praying for this family and all families struggling throughout the world.  



Youth Group News


Blessings to all!  We hope everyone has had a very enjoyable summer.  We are very excited about Youth Group starting back up, and hope to see everyone back as well as some new faces. Youth Group is open to anyone in 6th-12th grades.   We are going to continue having Youth Sunday, where the Youth will participate as worship assistants, having the service every other month alternating between the 8:00 and 10:30 service.  We are also going to start an acolyte group for anyone 5th grade and up.  Watch for a sign up sheet.  We have decided to postpone the white water rafting trip to the spring because of the lack of rain and low rivers and creeks.  We hope you all take a “rain check!”

It’s Official!
 The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering will be in:

New Orleans, Louisiana 
July 22-26, 2009
The theme is Jesus
 INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.elca.org/youth/images/fleur.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


JusticeJazz and it draws from the rich faith history, diverse cultures, and arts of New Orleans. It will stretch our understandings of what it means to live in relationship and service with each other in the manner of Christ—for life! 

The Gathering program will be different than Gatherings before. Planning teams and staff are working with local congregations and organizations, young people, and the city to pay attention to what makes The City of New Orleans unique, as well the changes it is going through as the entire Gulf Coast region continues to recover after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The focus will be on service and justice as we live our shared reality as Christians: Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the world. 

Any Youth who will have finished 9th through 12th grades in the summer of 2009 are welcome!  It’s not to early to start talking to your kids, if they will be finishing one of the above grades, about going.  Check out the website at www.elca.org/gathering.

Youth Schedule -  September

 
Sunday September 9th- 5:30-7:00


Pizza Party and Scavenger Hunt- Wear comfortable shoes

 Sunday September 30th- 8:00 Service


Youth Sunday- We need 4 Ushers, 2 or 3 Greeters, Lector, Prayer Leader, and 


Acolyte. Sign up sheet on bulletin board.

Upcoming Events

October-     Crop Walk, Corn Maze, Reformation Sunday (Youth Sunday)

November- Tree Fest

December- Christkindlmarket, Decorate church for Christmas, Christmas Eve 






Evangelism & Social Ministry 
Bloomsburg Fair Outreach

Socks and Health Kits

The Columbia County Christian Community Outreach operates a clothing and Health Kit giveaway for the Carnival Workers.   These items are a “premium” in the Carnival worker community.   By donating something as simple as a pair of socks, the donor will make a tremendous difference in the life of this group of God’s Children.  

A collection box for new socks in the original packaging (men or women only) will be set up in the parlor until September 15, 2007.

The cost of a Health Kit is $10.00.  If you would like to make a monetary contribution, please include it in your envelope and mark it “Health Kit” and the amount under the “other” (designate) or drop off your donation at the church office.

           Evangelism and Social Ministry Committee

Summer at Camp Mt. Luther
Dear St. Matthew-

     Thank you for helping to send us to Camp Mt. Luther this year.  We learned about God calling us.  Each day, we had Bible studies.  We covered the following topics:

Day 1: Called to Be Loved, Day 2: Called to Gratitude, Day 3: Called to Faith,

Day 4: Called to Love, Day 5: Called to Share

We also met some great kids, and we had fun everyday.  We played games, went on hikes, camped outside at night, went swimming, and ate some great meals!

Thanks again for a great time!
Nick and Jordan Marolf, age 11
  St. Matthew at Work:  Committee Missions

The Mission of St. Matthew  Lutheran  Church is to offer to all people the joyous news of God’s Love in Jesus Christ. 
Worship & Music:  To see that the services of God’s House are conducted regularly and in accordance with the liturgy of the ELCA; choir director, organist, organ, lectors and prayer leaders, acolytes, Altar Guild, the sanctuary, annual schedule of liturgical service, and ushers
Social Ministry:  To extend Christian compassion and helpfulness to the ill,  aged,  homeless,  underprivileged,  imprisoned and in general, to persons of all ages in need of aid in body and soul.
Evangelism:  To enhance the spiritual growth of the congregation and promote the spreading of the Gospel.
Mutual Ministry:  To keep the Pastor and staff advised, to interpret to the congregation the ministry of the professional leaders, to provide support to the Pastor and staff.
Stewardship:  To promote Christian faith in daily living;, Christian use of money;  local national and worldwide ministries; encourage members to higher levels of   proportional giving for the Lord’s work.

Christian Education:  To oversee the conduct of any schools within the congregation, Bible study, family enrichment, VBS, nursery, library and youth.
Endowment:  To ensure the financial future of St. Matthew Lutheran Church by carefully evaluating investment 

opportunities
Budget and Finance:  To prepare a draft budget for the succeeding year.
Property:  To ensure proper maintenance and protection of all property of the  congregation.
Parish Fellowship:  .Will organize social events of St. Matthew Lutheran Church that promote the love of God and encourage members to interact with each other in Christian Celebration.  This will include celebrations that are connected to the church service, such as baptism, confirmation, receptions of new members, and Wednesday Lenten meals.  They will also organize the first of the month coffee fellowships, and the annual pancake and sausage supper

Church Office Staff





		Interim Pastor 			The Rev. Chad A. Hebrink 


		Director of Music		Alan Hack


		Parish Assistant			Sandra Washburn


		Office Aide			Elaine Stauffer


		Sexton				Robert Allen


		Preschool Teacher		Cherry Slusser


		Librarian			Phoebe Miller	








Congregation Council


				


	Kenneth Jackman, President	Luther Black, Vice President	


	David Ruckle, Treasurer		David Srednicki, Secretary


	Kayla McCready	John Fridman		Noreen McKiniry


	Linda Tonkinson	Beverly Schena		James Slusser


	Herb Fritz 		Pastor Chad Hebrink	Lindsey Marolf		








Committee Chairpersons





Mutual Ministry:	Wendelin Frantz	Youth Group:	Kayla McCready


Property:		Herb Fritz				Lindsay Hanna


			Lindsey Marolf	


			Ken Jackman	             


Social Ministry and


Evangelism		Beverly Schena		Funeral Meals:  Nancy Marolf


			Noreen McKiniry	


Parish Fellowship:	Vanessa Ruckle		Sunday School Coordinators:	 


			Nancy Marolf			Trudy Klinedinst


							Lindsay Hanna


							Kayla McCready	 


Christian Education:	Beverly Schena		Personnel:	         John Riley


Stewardship:		David Ruckle		Budget & Finance:     Brad Miller


Worship & Music:	James Slusser				         Ken Jackman					 	        		        David Ruckle				      


			     	 





              St. Matthew Lutheran Church





	Telephone:   570-784-45


	Fax:  570-784-3232


	E-Mail  	stmattbloom@verizon.net 


	Pastor Chad Hebrink, Interim Pastoral Minister 


		You may contact him at:  	


		 Grace Lutheran Church - Berwick


		 gracebwk@localnet.com      chebrink@localnet.com


		752-3196 - church


  		759-0177 - home		








Dear Parents,





I can’t believe it is September already.   It is amazing how the summer has flown by so quickly, but I hope you enjoyed every minute.  I miss all of my friends from last year but I am really looking forward to making new friends and getting to know everyone as our new school year begins.





We will be starting school on September 4th.  I am so excited because we are beginning the school year by traveling to the jungles of Africa, the beaches of the Bahamas, China, and the deserts of Egypt.  I’ll provide the passports; all your child needs to do is join me and let his/her imagination fly!





We are looking forward to a really great year at St. Matthew Preschool!  Our first day of school is September 4th.





If you have any questions you can 


contact me at 458-8967.





Thank you,


Miss Cherry





St. Matthew Preschool





 


 It is hard to believe that summer 2007 has come to a close already!  We certainly have had a successful summer in the life of the music ministry here at St. Matthew.  With the senior choir adjourning for the months of July and August, we were blessed with several guest musicians and their God-given talents from the surrounding areas.  Thank you for supporting our guests, and we hope that many of these singers will return next summer as well!





 The Senior Choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons from 2:00-3:00pm until September 30th.  The first Sunday that they will be singing in worship is Rally Sunday, September 9th during the 10:30am service.  If you enjoyed hearing the choir in June at the one service, please plan on attending the 10:30am service to continue being blessed with their service to God.





 The Handbell choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons as well from 1:00-2:00pm in the choir room.  This rehearsal time will remain the same unless otherwise noted.  All of the ringers in the handbell choir welcome John Riley to the group with open arms!  The handbells will be joining our 10:30am worship service on Rally Sunday, September 9th featuring “Shall We Gather at the River.”  Please come to the 10:30am service to hear the beautiful sound of the handbells!





 IMPORTANT NOTE:  The Jubilate Choir is coming together once again on Sunday, September 30th from 2:00-3:30pm for their 3rd Christmas Cantata.  After two successful years of rehearsing and performing Christmas music for the community, it was a hands-down decision to continue the choir again this year.  The performances will be held on Saturday, December 8th and Sunday, December 9th.  Last year we were blessed with over 35 singers, and we hope to continue to grow this year, especially with more male voices!  If you are interested in singing in the choir, please let me know as soon as possible so I can be sure to order enough music.





									Alan Hack


									Director of Music
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									Alan Hack


									Director of Music


 	





	Music Ministry





 


 It is hard to believe that summer 2007 has come to a close already!  We certainly have had a successful summer in the life of the music ministry here at St. Matthew.  With the senior choir adjourning for the months of July and August, we were blessed with several guest musicians and their God-given talents from the surrounding areas.  Thank you for supporting our guests, and we hope that many of these singers will return next summer as well!





 The Senior Choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons from 2:00-3:00pm until September 30th.  The first Sunday that they will be singing in worship is Rally Sunday, September 9th during the 10:30am service.  If you enjoyed hearing the choir in June at the one service, please plan on attending the 10:30am service to continue being blessed with their service to God.





 The Handbell choir will be rehearsing on Sunday afternoons as well from 1:00-2:00pm in the choir room.  This rehearsal time will remain the same unless otherwise noted.  All of the ringers in the handbell choir welcome John Riley to the group with open arms!  The handbells will be joining our 10:30am worship service on Rally Sunday, September 9th featuring “Shall We Gather at the River.”  Please come to the 10:30am service to hear the beautiful sound of the handbells!
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Christian Education





Vacation Bible School at St. Matthew was held August 5 - 9.  Over 20 children “Took the Plunge” and  ”Made a Splash with Jesus.”  The theme was water-related and the children were encouraged to bring their bathing suits.  We learned many new songs and listened to stories such as “The Woman at the Well,” and “Jesus Walks on Water.”  We “conga -ed” to the song, “We are Fishers of Men.”   We made crafts, tie-dyed 


t-shirts, and enjoyed delicious snacks provided by the Fellowship Committee.  The weather was hot and perfect for diving into a pool, running through the sprinklers, doing “slip and slide” bowling, having many water balloon fights, and running relays.  It was a great week and everyone got “soaked.”





VBS participants and leaders were video-taped for a WNEP-TV segment of “Good Morning, Pennsylvania” which was shown during the morning news during the week of August 20 - 24 and also available for viewing online at www.wnep.com under “Good Things.”





I’d like to extend many “thank yous” to all who helped or participated in anyway, and to the kids who were such a pleasure.





We are currently making plans for our Rally Day on September 9th to kick off our Sunday School year.  Anyone wishing to help in anyway should contact Bev Schena, Lindsay Hanna or just show up at out meeting on August 27th at 7:00 pm at St. Matthew.  We are looking for Sunday School teachers or substitute teachers also.  





We hope to see you all on Rally Day!





Bev Schena - Christian Ed Committee
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 	Blessings to all!  We hope everyone has had a very enjoyable summer.  We are very excited about Youth Group starting back up, and hope to see everyone back as well as some new faces. Youth Group is open to anyone in 6th-12th grades.   We are going to continue having Youth Sunday, where the Youth will participate as worship assistants, having the service every other month alternating between the 8:00 and 10:30 service.  We are also going to start an acolyte group for anyone 5th grade and up.  Watch for a sign up sheet.  We have decided to postpone the white water rafting trip to the spring because of the lack of rain and low rivers and creeks.  We hope you all take a “rain check!”


It’s Official!	 The 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering will be in:


New Orleans, Louisiana �July 22-26, 2009


The theme is Jesus� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.elca.org/youth/images/fleur.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Justice� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.elca.org/youth/images/fleur.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Jazz and it draws from the rich faith history, diverse cultures, and arts of New Orleans. It will stretch our understandings of what it means to live in relationship and service with each other in the manner of Christ—for life! ��The Gathering program will be different than Gatherings before. Planning teams and staff are working with local congregations and organizations, young people, and the city to pay attention to what makes The City of New Orleans unique, as well the changes it is going through as the entire Gulf Coast region continues to recover after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The focus will be on service and justice as we live our shared reality as Christians: Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the world. ��Any Youth who will have finished 9th through 12th grades in the summer of 2009 are welcome!  It’s not to early to start talking to your kids, if they will be finishing one of the above grades, about going.  Check out the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/gathering" �www.elca.org/gathering�.





Youth Schedule -  September


 	Sunday September 9th- 5:30-7:00


	Pizza Party and Scavenger Hunt- Wear comfortable shoes





 Sunday September 30th- 8:00 Service


	Youth Sunday- We need 4 Ushers, 2 or 3 Greeters, Lector, Prayer Leader, and 			Acolyte. Sign up sheet on bulletin board.





Upcoming Events


October-     Crop Walk, Corn Maze, Reformation Sunday (Youth Sunday)


November- Tree Fest


December- Christkindlmarket, Decorate church for Christmas, Christmas Eve 			       Youth Service 





Youth Group News





Evangelism and Social Ministry





    


 The Staff of the Food Cupboard extends its gratitude to the members of Saint Matthew Lutheran Church for the generous summer donations.  Your contributions have helped many families in our community when summer donations are usually low. Saint Matthew’s response has made a significant difference!  This year’s Crop Walk, which benefits the Food Cupboard, will take place October 21st.  Details about the Walk will follow in October’s Newsletter and Bulletins.





      On September 16th, our Harvest Home Sunday will benefit the Women’s Center.  Kathlene Russell, Executive Director of the Women’s Center, will speak to the congregation on August 26th about the history and needs of the Center.  Donations boxes will be set up in the parlor for personal items, paper products, cleaning supplies, and canned fruits and vegetables.  After  repairs have been completed at the Center, an Open House and walk through will be held for the members of Saint Matthew.





     Don’t forget to bring in packaged socks for the Bloomsburg Fair carnival workers.  The deadline for this donation is September 14th.  The donation box is located in the church parlor.





     This year’s Toy and Clothing Giveaway will be held November 10th.  As you are organizing your fall closets, please put aside good used clothing to support our charitable event. Enthusiastic workers are needed to organize the Huge Event!  Please plan to attend the next Evangelism and Social Ministry meeting which will be held  September 10th at 7:00P.M. in the library.





Our next meeting of the Evangelism and Social Ministry will be September 10th at 7:00 pm in the Church Library.   Please join us!!








Worship and Music Workshop





 The Upper Susquehanna Synod Cantor will host a Worship and Music Workshop “Finale” on Saturday, October 13, 2007, at Messiah Lutheran Church in South Williamsport.  The program will begin at 9:30am and conclude in the afternoon.  Topics include “The Incarnation and Karaoke,” choral reading with textual commentary, and choral reading with accompaniment hints.  As usual, choral and organ music will be for sale by Menchey Music.  Watch for a mailing on this workshop in your congregation’s mailbox soon!








Aid for the Luscombe Family





 What happened: On June 16th Diana Luscombe was in a terrible car accident in south central Pennsylvania.  The car hit the middle concrete divider, bounced back and forth on the road, and then flipped and rolled, finally stopping upside down.  Riding with her in the car were her husband Mark, and their two kids: Cole, age 4 weeks, and Hannah, age 2 years.  Miraculously Diana’s husband and children were unscathed. 





 Diana, however, sustained injuries to her left hand, head, and C5 through C6 vertebrae.  It is unclear if she will ever walk again, though there is hope that through extensive therapy she may regain enough motion in her upper body to hold her children.  What is clear is that the road to recovery for Diana and her family will be long and expensive.





 Diana is on her way to be set apart as a Diaconal Minister, and her husband Mark is a pastor in the ELCA.  Diana has also been serving as interim director of Theological Education with Youth, a program that encourages youth to recognize and use their God-given talents in the Church and world.  They are deeply caring people who are committed to serving God through the Church.





 How you can help: A CD of Christian folk music entitled “For Diana” is being sold to raise funds for this family.  This is a Lutheran music ministry based out of Woodstock, NY.  Samples of their music can be heard on their website (see next paragraph).  100% of the money collected from “For Diana” will go to Diana and her family.  Furthermore, if $15,000 is raised (suggested donation of $15 or more per CD), Thrivent has agreed to add $5,000 more.  So please, be generous, think ahead to birthdays, Christmas, and of all the people you know who might be moved by this story and appreciate receiving the CD from you.





 The CD was created by the ministry of Faithful Folk (� HYPERLINK "http://www.faithfulfolk.org/" �www.faithfulfolk.org�) with the hope to both raise money to assist Diana and her family, and also to encourage all of us to keep praying for this family and all families struggling throughout the world.  








News from the Synod





200th Anniversary Celebration








Reformation Sunday at St. Matthew


October 28. 2007





 One service at 9:30 AM


Cornerstone Ceremony


Fellowship Meal


50 Year Member Recognition





 Mark your calendars for Reformation Sunday events for our 200th Anniversary.  Bishop-Elect Driesen will be presiding at our one service at 9:30AM.  Special music is planned for this service, don’t miss it!  There will be a cornerstone ceremony directly after the service where we will all view the contents of the cornerstone box, then add the items the 200th Anniversary Committee has chosen.  We will have a fellowship meal at 12 noon and we will be honoring and recognizing our 50-year members.  This is a very special day in the life of the church as well as our 200th Anniversary celebrations.  Plan to be there!





**********





A list of all 50 + year members has been placed on the parlor table in front of the bulletin board.  If you believe that you are in this category, please check the information listed about you to make sure that we have it right.  Any corrections should be brought to the attention of Jay Fenstermaker or the church office so that the list is updated and correct in time for Reformation Sunday and our member recognition events.








**********





200TH ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOKS are still for sale after the worship services on Sunday.   They contain favorite recipes contributed by members of St. Matthew.  They are only $12.00 and the monies raised will be used to buy things for St. Matthew.  Get  yours now, they are selling like HOTCAKES!!  


				Worship & Music Committee











Love One Another As I Have Loved You . . .





 





 Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,





 As I write this, the time is somewhat bittersweet.  The excitement of this past weekend, when you called me to become your pastor, is still present.  Ruth and I look forward with much anticipation to the beginning of ministry in your midst.





 Of course, we realized even the day of the vote that it signaled a new turn in our lives, and as much as we look forward to coming to St. Matthew, it means saying goodbye to our friends at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Lanse.





 So, as I write this, we’re knee deep in saying goodbye.  And it’s been hard.





 It’s hard because we have grown to love one another at Holy Trinity.  That doesn’t mean we always agree, doesn’t mean we don’t fight, doesn’t mean people don’t walk away from the congregation.  What it means is that those of who are here, are determined to live together in love.  We care for one another, we take the time to get to know one another.  We have no choice; Jesus commands us to do so.  If we are to be faithful to the one we call Lord, we will commit our energies to love.





 In these last months, I have felt God calling me forward to a new place, and in trying to discern that call, I seem to have ended up in Bloomsburg.  I have been led to you.





 And so now I say to you that Ruth and I look forward to coming, and to making new friends, and that I commit to loving you.  I expect we’ll disagree, that you’ll question some things I do, and that we’ll struggle at times to see what is lovable in the other.





 But I know that first of all we have been loved in Christ, and that joined to him in baptism, we are made to love and serve God and our neighbor.  I’m mindful of being another in a long line of pastors at St. Matthew.  The rich heritage you and your forebears have established will go on, as we are faithful.  What an adventure!





 If things come together as planned, our adventure together begins October 1.  Until that time and always, may God keep us in love.





 A fellow servant,





 Pastor Joel Zeiders 


 





A Message from Pastor Joel Zeiders





   


We are looking forward to our seventh year knotting quilts for Hospice, Camp Courage and the Parent-Nurses organizations.  We have enjoyed the fellowship and feeling of accomplishment we get from making 1290 quilts!!





Thank you to everyone who has supported our ministry.  We welcome new people who are interested in helping us knot our quilts.  We meet each Tuesday from 9 am until noon.  Bring a bag lunch and enjoy the fellowship.








Blanket Sunday - October 7th











Sunday, October 7th is Blanket Sunday





All money donated for blankets will be used to purchase blankets directly from the manufacturer.  Lutheran World Relief distributes the blankets in disaster areas where there is a need.
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