Mark 1:21-28 - January 29, 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]When telemarketers call you, they say if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. I watched Judge Judy on Tuesday this week and she said, “If it doesn’t sound true it probably isn’t.” Is it that easy to tell the difference between the truth and a lie? We are suspicious of politicians because we are not sure they are lying to us but they probably aren’t telling us the whole truth. And then there is spin. This is what happened but I want to tell it to you in such a way that you will think something else happened. There are people who never give you a straight answer, people who tell you what you want to hear and people who would rather lie than tell the truth. On Wednesday night Bible study we are looking at John the Baptist preaching and people flocked out to hear him. When Jesus began his ministry people were amazed by what he said. Why? Well today we will look at the fact that,
THE WORD OF GOD HAS POWER.
1. The authority of truth.
2. The authority of God.

In our weekly readings we have been following Jesus in his early ministry. He begins his early ministry in his home area in Northern Israel. Synagogue worship was something like ours. They read from the Bible and expounded upon it. It was not uncommon for a visitor to stand up and read a section of Scripture and talk about it. That is how Jesus began his ministry. Some of them probably knew him. At one time they even ask each other, “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?” But Jesus was an impressive teacher. (21-22)

The thing that amazed people was that Jesus spoke with authority, not like the teachers of the law. The teachers of the law were trained professional teachers, like me. They had gone to school and learned how to expound on the scriptures but they didn’t speak with authority. What could that mean?

When listening to politicians you can tell the difference between an answer that they thought out are wrote down and memorized and an answer that comes from their heart. I went to a funeral. The preacher was saying very nice words over the dead but they sounded like a recording, words he was taught to say instead of words of a broken sinner who would die someday himself and needed Jesus blood to make it OK. Maybe the teachers of the law lacked authority because they didn’t really believe these things. To Jesus these things were not just important, they were his life, they were his love and he would die for this love. Such a person sounds different.

I think Jesus spoke with authority because he spoke the truth. There are no more powerful or persuasive words than the truth. The problem today is that there are a lot of teachers of the law who don’t believe that the Bible is God’s word of truth. And when you get to that point you end up speaking with the authority of men which isn’t worth the paper it is written on. World renown theologian Karl Barth, who died in the 60’s said this, “God's absolute decree, if one may speak of such a thing, is God's gracious decision to be for humanity in the person of Jesus Christ.” Let me read that again. Just warms you all over doesn’t it. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” God’s word is truth and when we speak it, we speak with the authority of God.

Of course Jesus is called the Word of God not only because he speaks the word of God but because he fulfills the word of God. And so he speaks the truth because he is “The way the truth and the life.” No wonder he spoke with authority. 

But Jesus’ authority goes far beyond that. He speaks with the authority of God. (Read 23-28) I can’t prove this, but it seems like there were more demon possessions during that time that Jesus walked this earth. There are some mentions of it in the Old Testament and there were some cases after Jesus ascended into heaven. The Roman Catholic church still has an official exorcist. But there seems like there was a lot more of that in those few years close to when Jesus walked the earth. Of course that kind of fits with the big battle between good and evil between Jesus and Satan that the Bible talks about. You can see why Satan might want to pull out all the stops to interfere with the sacrifice of Jesus, a sacrifice that would destroy the works of Satan.

In any event, here is a guy who has a demon or more in him. It is interesting that the demons even speak the truth. They recognize Jesus as the Holy One of God. We had an election for governor not long ago and I didn’t hear any candidate seeking the endorsement of Edwin Edwards. I guess you can’t trust the words of a demon so Jesus decides to shut them up.

You can tell that the script is not written by Hollywood. In Hollywood there would be a long dramatic battle as the good Jesus tries to cast out the evil demons. And conjuring up all his power Jesus would eventually drive them out. Here it is, “Shut up, get out.” And they are out. The contest between good and evil is no real contest. God has complete control over Satan and his demons like he has over all of his creation. That should be a comfort to us but also remind us that when we speak God’s word we speak with his authority. It is with the power of God that his word has spread around the world. It has changed our world and it has changed our lives. It is the source of power that we have. Why would we want to give that up?

We used to have a member here who would poke around on the internet and about once a month he would come with a new book written about people from outer space being coming here and being Jesus and the angels, or the true story of creation. He wanted me to read it. I would tell him, I don’t have time for that, I don’t know this yet.(Bible) Every year there is a new movie about the Knights Templar or the Devinci code. Every once in awhile someone comes out with a new book that is so much better, clearer or powerful than the Bible. Mohammed did it. Joseph Smith did it. Oprah Winfree did it. But when we do that we throw the power and authority of the Bible out the window and are left with the wholly inadequate power and authority of man. We lose the one thing we have. We lose the one thing that sets us apart from everyone else.

When Jesus spoke, people were impressed because he spoke with the authority of the truth and the power of God. May God help us to always do the same. AMEN 

