Lutheran Inter-parish Youth/Central Mass.
We are excited to announce that Bethlehem has joined with a number of Lutheran churches in our area to participate in a multi-church youth group.  The Lutheran Inter-parish Youth Group/Central Mass. is set begin its third year of providing activities for the young people of the participating churches.  The purpose of LIPY/CM is to utilize the strength of a large group of youth in order to foster fellowship, plan fun social activities, and servant/mission events.  The group’s activities are open to those in grades 6-12, except for the upcoming Mission Trip, which will include only those in grades 8-12.

Monthly activities are being planned and will be held at the participating churches as well as at other venues.  Some of the things that have been done in the past include:


The leading of worship at the Lutheran Home


A trip to the Mega-Maze at Davis Farmland


A day at Six Flags

    
Mini golf


Serving dinner at Kids’ Express at Concordia in Worcester


Holding a modified Hunger Fast


Raising money for people in need


Playing volleyball


A trip to the Roger Williams Zoo


Spending time discerning how youth can witness Christ to others.


Last year’s Mission Trip was to Washington, DC, spending time helping those less fortunate. The Mission Trip for 2007 is planned for rural Maine, where the group will participate in a service ministry over spring vacation (April 16-21, 2007).  The plan is to help renovate homes and/or churches, work in a food bank, and meet directly with folks in need.  There is also the possibility of conducting a Spring Vacation Bile School.  

The first meeting of the ’06-’07 year will be held at Immanuel in Holden on October 1, from 4-7 PM.  At that meeting there will be an opening mixer for the youth to get to know one another.  Also, there will be small group meetings of the youth to suggest events for the upcoming year.  We would like to hold a get-together before then for the interested youth of Bethlehem in order that they might have a chance to pre-plan their ideas prior to the October date.

A few of the activities which have already been scheduled include:


Dec. 10-Leading worship at the Lutheran Home


New Year’s Eve-Lock-in at Trinity


March 4-Leading worship at Westborough State Hospital


April 16-21-Mission Trip to Maine


May 6-Trip to Crystal Caves


June 9-New England Synod Assembly at DCU Center


June 16-Trip to Six Flags.

If you are interested in participating in the youth group or if you have any questions, please contact Tom or Laurie Houston at: 508-347-3927, or www.HoustT@aol.com
