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No. 7
birthdays
7 Colleen Kish
16
Pat Augustin
8 Sharon Smith
19
Irene Allison

9 Gerry Rappley
19
Jean Dersch

10 Sharon Davignon
19
Len Rempert

10
Frances McIntosh
24
Emilia Marko
12
Bill Duke
26
Jack Smith

12
Waldo Laabs
29
Sharon Orluck

15
Berneice Henning


anniversaries

7 Ed & Colleen Kish
9
Tom & Carol Prickett
10
Jerry & Alice Schmidt
12
Don & Joan Smith
14
Bob & Marlene Lampman
17
Jake & Jean Dersch
17
Stan & Gloria Dickey
22
Jim & Marie Brand
26
Waldo & Lois Laabs
31
Hans & Hildegard Magerkurth

Our Church is to Be Sold

Our church is to be sold! Yes, our church is to be sold! No, we are not about to lose our building through foreclosure or repudiated debt. However, our church must be sold to the city and the county. It has been planted to wield an influence beyond its membership and walls. Thus, we are presented with an enormous challenge.


Our church must be sold to the unchurched! There are scores of people in our community who would attend our church and join us in the Lord’s service if we would bother to sell our church to them.


How much is our church worth to you? How much do you value its ministry? How much do you value the Christ it proclaims? As a member of this church, are you  selling your church to others every day? Are you selling it short? Has it helped you to the extent that you’re willing to sell it to others? Will you be enthusiastic in talking about your church? Will you share your church with others who have no idea what they’re missing?


Take our church seriously and talk to people about what our church has to offer them.


Unfurling the Facts
Did she or didn’t she? Betsy Ross probably didn’t sew the first flag.
DID YOU KNOW: General George Washington’s first battle flag carried the British Union Jack in its upper left corner. American Revolutionaries combined the Union Jack with 13 red and white stripes to demonstrate that while loyal to England, they were also committed to justice for the 13 colonies.
BETSY WHO? Most historians now discredit the legend that Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross produced the first American flag in 1776. It is a fact that the pre-Union Pennsylvania government asked Betsy to sew flags for its navy—but others whose names are now forgotten were also asked to do so.

GRAND OLD BIRTHDAY. On June 14, 1777, the new Continental Congress resolved “that the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the Union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”

INDIVISIBLE. During the Civil War, Lincoln’s advisors, reflecting the view of many northerners, wanted him to order the removal of the 11 stars representing the rebellious states. Lincoln replied that his mission as President was to preserve the Union at all costs. How could he allow the stars of the Confederate states to be stricken from the flag when so much blood was being spilled to keep them?

FOR ALL. The Pledge of Allegiance was first published in The Youth’s Companion children’s magazine in 1892 as part of a national school celebration. Written by Francis Bellamy, it has gone through several revisions over the years, including the addition of the phrase “one nation under God,” which President Eisenhower signed into law on Flag Day 1954.

Report of the Pastor Call Committee – June 2009


The Call Committee returned to regular Monday meetings in June after receiving a list of 13 candidates from the Florida-Georgia District President, Dr. Gerhard Michael, Jr. on June 1st.  Included with the list was a packet of biographical information on each of the candidates. Also included was a self evaluation form for each of the pastors that provides answers to 36 key, open-ended questions. These documents are intended to provide us with a fairly good feel for the pastor’s approach to ministry. Committee members are now reviewing the information. 


In addition to reviewing the information about the candidates, we are developing the evaluation criteria and the process to be used in evaluating the 13 pastors. The Call Document, reviewed and approved by the congregation during our April Voter’s meeting, provided a number of characteristics that we wanted in a pastor. Those characteristics will be included in the evaluation. Our objective is to see how well each of the candidates match what we want in a pastor. 


The forms that provide the basic biographical information, the process we used and the results of our analysis will be provided to the congregation during a Call meeting/service when the candidates have been evaluated and a short list or a recommended candidate has been determined. Approval of the short list or recommended candidate by the congregation will result in further evaluation to possibly include a visit and/or a telephone interview to develop our knowledge of the individual(s) further. 


Our meeting schedule provides for weekly meetings in Kollmeyer Hall on Monday at 1:00 p.m. until we have a recommendation prepared. Should you have any questions or comments, please call me at 223-1515.

Tom Prickett 

Call Committee Chairman
NOTE: The Call Committee has requested that you keep them in your prayers as they meet and work to find a pastor that will meet our needs here at Bethany. Pray for God’s guidance for this committee.
Grace is a Gift

When we work an eight-hour day and receive eight hour’s pay for our efforts, that is a WAGE.


When we compete with an opponent and receive a trophy for our superior performance, that is a PRIZE.


When we receive something in recognition for our service or achievement, that is an AWARD.


But when we can earn no wage, can win no prize and deserve no award—yet we receive such a gift—that is unmerited favor. That is undeserved kindness. That is GRACE.


2009 FL/GA LCMS District Convention

This convention was held at Lake Mary, Florida from June 12 to 14.


The convention was uplifting and harmonious. The District president, the Rev. Dr. Gerhard Michael, Jr., presided over the convention, but, after twelve years in office, term limits prevent his continuing in office. The convention elected Rev. Gregory Walton of Faith Lutheran in Marietta, GA as the next president. There was a large number of additional elections for various offices.


It was obvious that Dr. Michael was a well respected and liked person.


The proceedings had daily devotions, services and singing. Pastor Michael, Pastor Trinkline and Synodical President, Dr. Kieschnick, each presided at various of these. 


There were many reports from various committees. The District income is slowly declining due to the general economic situation. Membership also shows a small decline – membership and contributions peaked around 1965.


Considerable time was devoted to an interim report on “Synod Structure and Governance.” This is part of an ongoing effort to prepare recommendations for the 2010 Synodical convention to act on. All Districts are providing input at this time. Any Synodical Convention actions would take effect after that date. 


Our Orlando West Circuit has a new pastoral counselor, the retired Rev. Dr. Milan Weerts, replacing Rev. Foust. We are part of Region II. Rev. Dennis Goff, Mr. David Blackwood and Mrs. Karen Smith were elected to head the Region.


A number of resolutions were considered and adopted, among them: “In Support of Parish Nursing” and “To Urge Congregations to commit to Stewardship Education and Involvement.”


If anyone has questions, please feel free to contact me.

Russel C. Moe
Bethany Lay Delegate to the Convention

Serving Bethany in July
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.   William Grill, Otto 





Beckendorf, Tom  Prickett

10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag, Tom 


          Gardner, Bob Groh, Stan Dickey

Lectors:  8:00 a.m.   Cindy Beckendorf, Otto Beckendorf (2)



Tom Prickett 


10:30 a.m.  Jean Delafchell, Tom Gardner,




Marlene Lampman, Gloria Dickey
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Marilyn Wahl


10:30 a.m.
Bob & Beverly Groh

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Alice Spear



10:30 a.m.  Carol Prickett

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Richard Kreiss*, Larry Spear


10:30 a.m.
  Bill Dixon*, Loretta Dixon

Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Joyce Bussler & Evelyn Schultz
Altar Guild:  Oliver & Barbara Sokolowski

Time
How often have we said “I don’t have time”?  Sometimes that may be literally true, but often we are doing or want to be doing something else.  I found this list in a brochure called Stewardship.  If one lives to be 70 and is average he will have spent the following:         

20 years sleeping

20 years working

6 years eating

7 years playing

5 years dressing

1 year on the telephone

2 ½ years in bed

3 years waiting for someone

5 months tying shoes

2 ½ years for other things


Does “other things” mean church activities?  There are just so many other things we have to do that we often put church activities on the back burner.  Yet as you can see there is plenty of time for church activities.  Move them on up.


For the month of July we will be giving L.C.M.S. Mission –Retired Pastors $200.00, Red Cross $200.00 and $100.00 to Laborers for Christ.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee

Fellowship Plans

Save the date Sunday, July 26th, for an evening of fun, food and fellowship. Watch for complete details in the Sunday bulletins. Hope to see you there!


Recipe for Christmas All Year Long

Take a heap of child-like wonder


That opens up our eyes


To the unexpected gifts in life—


Each day a sweet surprise.


Mix in fond appreciation


For the people whom we know;


Like festive Christmas candles,


Each one has a special glow.


Add some giggles and some laughter,


A dash of Christmas food,


(Amazing how a piece of pie


improves our attitude!)


Stir it all with human kindness;


Wrap it up in love and peace,


Decorate with optimism, and 


Our joy will never cease.


If we use this healthy recipe,


We know we will remember


To be in the Christmas spirit,


Even when it’s not December.

Author Unknown

Contributed by Loretta Dixon

Five Steps to A Friendlier Church


singles


A reminder to all the singles that we will be going to lunch on Monday, July 13, at 2:30 p.m. As for where we will eat, you will need to check the weekly bulletin and/or the table in the narthex. As this is being written the place has not been definitely chosen.


Hope to see you all on that day, at that time,..wherever…..

You may want to think about restaurants you would like for us to try.

How to Pray

Pray where you are. God is present everywhere and ready to listen.

Pray, when possible, in a quiet place where you can be alone. It is good to fix your mind deliberately on God, apart from confusing distractions.


Pray to God simply and naturally, as to a friend. Tell him what is on your mind. Get help from the prayers of others.


Pray, remembering the good things God has done for you. Give thanks for all your blessings.


Pray for God’s forgiveness for the unworthy things you may have done. He is near to a humble and contrite heart.


Pray especially for those things that will make your life more Christlike.


Pray for others, remembering the help they need for the situations they confront.


Pray for the world in its need, and for God to guide you toward ways you can help.


Pray that God’s will be done in you. His purposes are deeper and wiser than our own.


Pray, and then allow God to answer your prayer.

Better Late Than Never

A few years ago, 97-year-old Edmond Fryar became a pastor in North Carolina. When someone asked him why he waited so long to be ordained, he answered, “I wanted to be sure God was talking to me.”


Christians don’t need to wait for God to tell them that they’re needed to serve. Not only is this the day the Lord has made, it’s the day Christians have kingdom work to do.


Declaration of Independence

Let it be declared, announced and hereby celebrated…
· That all people everywhere are dependent upon one another.
· That everyone needs everyone else for freedom life, love and happiness.

· That all things in the natural order are dependent upon everything else.

· That our little planet and all the planets and stars in the solar systems are in a state of mutual dependence upon one another.

· That this universally shared dependence comes from God and is of God.

· And that each individual part of this relationship has its own part to play—its own destiny to fulfill in God’s plan.

“America”

Samuel Francis Smith, a Baptist pastor, wrote the hymn “America” in 1831. Smith was studying a tune he had never heard, although he knew the British used it for the hymn “God Save the King.” The British had borrowed the tune from the Germans, who gave it patriotic lyrics.


Smith described what happened as he contemplated the tune: “I instantly felt the impulse to write a patriotic hymn of my own, adapted to the tune. Picking up a scrap of waste paper which lay near me, I wrote at once, probably within half an hour, the hymn ‘America,’ as it is now known every-where.”

Smith’s friend and classmate Oliver Wendell Holmes once told him, “Your name and fame will live when I and my works are forgotten.”
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