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A Message from Pastor Zeiders
Dear friends,

 

 Water.  More water.  And then heartbreak.

 

 And then bits of light.  You’ve all heard and been part of the stories of loss and then the stories of help and support.  I like the message one of our people sent out: “What a grace-filled community!”

 

 And so it is. And so we are.  That doesn’t mean pain and loss and troubles are over.  We don’t paper over our deep feelings with sunshine. The loss is real, and deep.  But it is not the last word.  As our friend said, it is a grace-filled community, and a grace-filled world.  The grace of God in Christ is stronger than the pain, than the loss.  We have hope, we see light, because hope and light abide in God’s people.

 

 We are a family at St. Matthew, a family in Christ.  Help us continue to help one another.  Let us know of need.  Share your pain or frustration.  Share your gifts.  We belong to the Lord, and we belong to one another.  Thanks be to God.

 

 Grace and peace,

Pastor Joel

Senior Choir & Handbell Choir:   I would like to extend a special thank you to all who made the handbell dedication on September 18, 2011 a truly memorable event.  Kevin McChesney’s “Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace” was a fitting offering to dedicate these wonderful instruments.  These gifts of instruments continue to be a blessing on our church and community, and we look forward to utilizing them in worship and other special events throughout the coming years.

 

 The choir continues to enhance our worship services with anthems that are closely related to the lectionary and themes in the church calendar.  On Sunday, October 23rd, the choir will offer their gift of music at our 8am service.  This is a new change for the choir schedule, and we hope to continue to expand the ministries we have to offer.

 

 Jubilate Choir:   Concert dates are set for Saturday, December 10th at 7pm and Sunday, December 11th at 3pm.  Please mark your calendars and extend invitations to those in our community!  After the recent flooding, we are especially excited to have the ability to offer a message of hope, peace, and love in our community.

 

 As always, thank you for your continued support of the music ministry of St. Matthew as well as the Jubilate Choir.  We will again be seeking ways to offset some of the costs associated with the choir and orchestra through sponsorships.  If you so desire to give a donation to the choir, you may make checks payable to “St. Matthew Lutheran Church” and mark “Jubilate Choir” in the memo line and either place in the offering plate or my mailbox outside of the office (these donations are tax-deductible).  You may also place your donation in memory of or in honor of a friend, family member, or loved one.  Your support and generosity are greatly appreciated!

 

 “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.

Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord.”
Ephesians 5:19

  SOCIAL MINISTRY 
The Bloomsburg Food Pantry is an ongoing mission for St. Matthew. Our Project 300 

continues with the collection goal in October of 300 packages of pasta or rice  for the 

Bloomsburg Food Cupboard.  

Check out their website at: http://www.thebloomsburgfoodcupboard.org/

 

Do you need transportation to an appointment?  Need a prescription picked up?  How about a ride to the grocery store?  Or help with something else?  Or do you know a member who could use the help?  Please let the office know!  We have congregational members that are ready to assist.   

  

COFFEE WITH A CONSCIENCE:  LWR Coffee Project  
 Fair-trade coffee is on sale in our library ($7/bag)  (Drip or Whole Bean) along with Fair-trade Tea ($3/box) and chocolate ($3/bar).  

 

When you buy coffee through the LWR Coffee Project, Equal Exchange donates 20 cents to the Lutheran World Relief Small Farmer Fund for each pound of coffee purchased.  Over the past 15 years, Lutherans have bought 1250 TONS of coffee, tea, and cocoa, raising over $550,000!  

The Fair Trade Fair at St. Matthew will take place  Saturday, November 5.  Mark your calendar!

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, November 5th 9:00 – 1:00 

St. Matthew hosts its 2nd annual Fair Trade Fair.  Proceeds benefit Lutheran World Relief, AGAPE of Bloomsburg, and global artisans and farmers.  

A wide variety of artisan handcrafts plus Equal Exchange coffee, tea and chocolate are featured.  There are many new items including handcrafts from Haiti and Nepal, Extra Virgin Olive Oil from Palestine, and Drinking Chocolate made with roasted organic cacao beans from small-scale farmers in the Dominican Republic and Peru.  All of the products are fairly traded and handmade by artisans and farmers from 35 countries around the world.   Fair Trade is a system that helps people improve their lives and work their way out 

of poverty by making sure they get paid fairly for their labor and are treated with respect.

 

 

OCTOBER 2ND IS BLANKET SUNDAY.   You can make contributions toward the purchase of blankets which will then be distributed by Lutheran World Relief in disaster areas.  Just write “Blankets” in the ‘other’ space on your weekly envelope.  Thank you for your support of this program.

 

We are making quilts for Camp Courage for their fall weekend.  We really could use a few more hands to help make enough quilts so that each camper receives one.  Knotting the quilts is easy and we have an enjoyable time.  We meet Tuesdays from 9am to noon.  Hope to see you there!

 

 

 

CROP Walk is being held in Bloomsburg on Sunday, October 16.  Did you know?  25% of the CROP donations stay local for the Bloomsburg Food Cupboard, which is serving more families than ever and has been serving many meals for flood victims.  They need our help now more than ever.  Make a difference and help feed the needy, in Bloomsburg and around the world.  Will you walk?  See Katy Miller (387-0117) for donation envelope and CROP details.  Will you donate?  See a St. Matthew walker!  

 St. Matthew Preschool

 

We are disappointed that we were not able to set up our “BEE”eautiful Bloomsburg Fair 

display this year but we are looking forward to our next field trip to the Giant Food Market.  The students will get to learn about all of the different areas of the grocery store and they will receive a bag full of goodies.  Once again, parents are welcome to stay and enjoy the day with us.  A sign up sheet will be posted for those who are interested in joining our group.  I  am sure that this is an event you will not want to miss!

 

Another event you want to be aware of in our Autumn class party on October 29th for the 

3 - 4 year old class and October 30th for the 4 - 5 year old class.  Parents are welcome to bring seasonal treats for the children.  Miss Cherry and Miss Luann are looking forward to seeing the children get goofy and dress up.  We will also parade down to the church office to show off our costumes!

 

Miss Cherry

Congregation Council Highlights  (Sept. 13 mtg.)

 

 Council met just days after the flood.  Great concern was expressed for those especially affected, and time spent in prayer.  Council discussed ways the congregation could best respond.
 Emily Rupert and Destiny Cornell have agreed to chair a Task Force to clean up the clutter around St. Matthew.  They will be identifying items to be removed, some by sale or given away (we’re thinking especially of pews, chairs, etc.), some to be discarded (we’re thinking much old curriculum, etc., that has been on shelves, in some instances, for decades).  If you are concerned that anything might be discarded that should not be, please tag it “Do Not Remove” by the end of October. 

 Thanks was expressed to Destiny and Terry Cornell for arranging for new carpeting in the nursery.
 Council approved contracts with Brannon Painting of Berwick to paint all 117 windows in the church building, and the parsonage.  17 windowsills were replaced.  All windows were scraped, glazed and caulked, primed and painted, along with door frames, vents and yellow trim areas on roof sections.  As a thank you, at no additional charge, Brannon scraped, caulked and applied wood filler to 12 exterior red doors before priming and painting them, and did the same on one window and three doors on the garage.  A portion of the cost was covered by monies from the Memorial Fund, with the balance coming from the Line of Credit loan with FNB, to be paid with gifts to the Renovation Fund (formerly the
     Elevator Fund).  The cost of painting the parsonage is to come out of the rental account, 

     over several years.  The figures for this work will be published as soon as totals are 

     established.  

 Council has been in contact with Mayor Knorr over continued parking concerns—a problem manifested mostly on weekday mornings.  

 
PARISH RECORDS

 

DEATHS

Catherine Savage ~ April 17, 1921 - August 13, 2011

 

George W. Stauffer ~ January 1, 1928 - August 13, 2011

 

Helen Elizabeth Welsh ~ March 3, 1925 - September 9, 2011

 

WEDDINGS

 

 Elise Sierer  & Kenneth Chorvat ~ September 25, 2011
 
TriYoga® Basics:  No previous knowledge or experience needed

TriYoga® flows connect movement, breath and focus. 

 

 Benefits:  

 Increase health, peace, and well-being

 Gain flexibility, balance, strength, endurance

 Relieve anxiety and stress

 Transform aches and pains

 Lengthen and deepen the breath to invigorate respiratory system

 Calm the mind

 Improve energy level and stamina

 Care for yourself

 Discover union of body, mind, and spirit

 

 Basics:  Monday evenings 6:15 – 7:30
 

 St Matthew Breathing Space (upstairs by the nursery)

Cost:  St Matthew member $5.  Others $10.  

Questions:  Ruth Zeiders, Instructor.  570.951.2050, zeidersjr@yahoo.com.  

 

Coffee Fellowship  has resumed and beginning in October, the first Sunday of each month.  I am in the process of updating the Coffee Fellowship lists. If you have not been called recently and could help us out by bringing in a treat once or twice a year, please give me a call at 389– 8137.    Thanks for your help.  Bonita  

 

A Simple and Convenient Way to Give

This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving.  St. Matthew relies on the financial support of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis.  Contact the church office for details.

 

We’re preparing to receive new members into the congregation.  If you’d like to become a member of St. Matthew, please speak to Pastor Joel.

 

 

Emily Rupert and Destiny Cornell have agreed to chair a Task Force to clean up the clutter around St. Matthew.  If you have an interest in serving on the Task Force, please speak to Emily or Destiny.  They will be identifying items to be removed, some by sale or given away (we’re thinking especially of pews, chairs, etc.), some to be discarded (we’re thinking much old curriculum, etc., that has been on shelves, in some instances, for decades).  If you are concerned that anything might be discarded that should not be, please tag it “Do Not Remove” by the end of October.

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Alison Bennett









10/01

Mary Ann Yocum
 







10/02

Catherine Nungesser, Winda Schoch, Kenneth Sherman




10/03

Gail Long, Gary Ohl, David Coates






10/05

Shelby Schena, Courtney Welk







10/06

Arnold Collier, Scot Long, Donald Moyer





10/08

Daniel Gottstein, Rita Harris, Logan Traugh, Alex Chickson



10/09

Neal Weaser, Glenys Welsh







10/11

Lindsay Hanna









10/12

Mary Kreisher, Hannah McCready






10/13

Dorothy Evans, John Grover







10/16

Harriet Jones









10/17

Timothy Van Epps








10/18

Pam Barnes









10/20

Herb Kline, Lydia Thomas, Fred Trump






10/21

Laura Hersh









10/22

Bill Boughter









10/23

Anne Snyder









10/24

Lynn Canty









10/26

John Riley III, Vanessa Ruckle







10/30

 

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
10/04/2008




Daniel & Katherine Albertson

  
  3 years

10/05/1963




Norman & Mary Kreisher


48 years

10/06/2002




Charles & Carol Lee Bayler


  9 years

10/08/2010




Michael & Kelly Kacmarcik


  1 year

10/13/1956




Paul & Ann Conard



55 years

10/14/1961




Emil & Anna Mae Anderson


50 years

10/14/2000




Terry & Destiny Cornell


11 years

10/16/1982




Scot & Gail Long



29 years

10/19/1991




Martin & Laura Hersh



20 years

10/21/1965




Lee & Susan McLaughlin


46 years

10/22/2005




Brent & Lauren Traugh



  6 years

10/23/1999




Rick & Dawn Knoebel



12 years

10/24/1953




John & Eldortha Grover



58 years

10/24/1981




Brad & Katy Miller



30 years

10/25/1997




Ty & Linda Tonkinson



14 years

10/26/1974




Joe & Anne Snyder



37 years

10/29/2005




Paul & Courtney Welk



  6 years




 
October 2011

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	2 BLANKET 
   SUNDAY

8 & 10:30 

Holy Communion

9:15am Sunday

School, Let’s Talk 
2-4pm Jubilate Choir


	3
 

 

 

 

6:15pm Tri-Yoga
 
	4
9 -noon Sewing Ladies   
6:15pm Worship and Music 

7 pm Healing 

Service              

 
	5
 

 

 

 

 

 
	6
 

10:30 am 

Bible Study
	7
	1
 

 

 

8 Men’s   Prayer

Breakfast

	9HARVEST HOME
Of the Land and 

Seasons

8 & 10:30 

Holy Communion

9:15am Sunday

School, Let’s Talk


	10
 

 

 

 

6:15pm Tri-Yoga
	11
9 -noon Sewing Ladies   
 

7pm 

Congregation

Council

 
	12
 

 

 

 

7pm 

Social Ministry

 
	13
 

10:30 am 

Bible Study

 

 

 
	14
 

 

 
	15 
 

	 
16

RITE OF HEALING

8 & 10:30 

Holy Communion

9:15am Sunday

School, Let’s Talk

2-4pm - Jubilate Choir

 

Nursery available 10:30


	 
17

 

 

 

6:15pm Tri-Yoga
	 
18

9 -noon  

Sewing Ladies  

 
	 
19

6pm– Fair Trade Meeting

6pm - Bell Choir

7pm - Sr. Choir

 

  

 
	 
20

10:30 am 

Bible Study
 

 

7pm 

Herb Guild

 

6-7:30 pm 

Girl Scouts   

 
	 
21

 

 

6pm

Wedding

Rehearsal
	 
22   Men’s Prayer

Breakfast

4pm - Sees/Dodge 

Wedding

	23
8 & 10:30 

Holy Communion

9:15am Sunday

School, Let’s Talk

2-4pm - Jubilate Choir

 
	24
 

 

 

 
 
	25      
9 -noon  

Sewing Ladies

 

 
	26
 

 

  
	27
 

 

 
	28
 
	29
10am - Noon

Jubilate Choir

 



	30  
REFORMATION

SUNDAY

8 & 10:30 

Holy Communion

9:15am Sunday

             School

 

2:30pm - BU Chamber Orchestra Concert 

Concert


	31
 

 

 

6:15pm Tri-Yoga
	NOVEMBER 1 
9 -noon  Sewing Ladies

Noon and 7pm

All Saints Day Eucharist and Healing Service 

6:15pm Worship & Music

 
	2
 
	3
 

10:30 am 

Bible Study
	4
 
	5
FAIR TRADE BAZAAR

	PLAN AHEAD - CONTINUING OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW IN FAITH:
 Healing Service - (1st Tuesdays) at 7pm 
 Bible Study (Genesis) resumes October 6 at 10:30am
 October 9 -Harvest Home/Land & Seasons, October 16 - Rite of Healing, October 30- Reformation Sunday
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast begins in October, 2nd and 4th Saturdays
 Fair Trade Bazaar November 5
 

REMINDERS:  

 AA meets in the church gym on Saturdays and Sundays at 7 pm, 
 Herb Guild meets 3rd Thursdays in Soc. Hall
 Girl Scouts meet Mondays 6-7:30. Brownies and Daisy Scouts meet Tuesdays 6-7:30
 

JUBILATE CHOIR SCHEDULE:

 Oct 2   2-4pm  (Basses/Tenors @ 1:30pm)
 Oct 9   2-4pm (Altos @ 1:30pm)
 Oct 16 2-4pm (Sopranos @ 1:30pm)
 Oct 23 2-4pm
 Oct 29 10am-12pm (with orchestra)


St. Matthew Staff

 


Pastor  - The Rev. Dr. Joel L. Zeiders 


 Director of Music - Alan Hack


Parish Asst. - Sandra Washburn

Office Aide - Elaine Stauffer


Sexton - Robert Allen



Preschool Teacher - Cherry Slusser


Webmasters - Richard Eyerly  

Preschool Assistant - Luann Shellenberger




Patricia Eyerly





 

Congregation Council - 2011



John Riley Jr., 
Pres.

Paul Conard, Vice Pres.
Laura Sones, Secretary 




Jill Zahay


Connie Kline


Rick Knoebel, Treasurer



Karl Schaefer


Steve Shaffer


James Slusser





Katy Miller 


Pastor Joel Zeiders

Alan J. Hack

 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, November 5th 9:00 – 1:00  St. Matthew hosts its 2nd annual Fair Trade Fair.  Proceeds benefit Lutheran World Relief, AGAPE of Bloomsburg, and global artisans and farmers.  

 
