Dear Friends in Christ,
In October 2008 I was privileged to attend a meeting called by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe together with other international and regional partners.
During the consultation the leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe issued a moving Communiqué regarding the crisis in the country saying:
We, as leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe and representatives of various departments of the church, met in Bulawayo from October 21-22, 2008 to deliberate on the crisis in Zimbabwe.

We are experiencing desperation from the majority of the people in rural and urban areas who face daily life threatening situations without food, water, basic health care and medication.  Social service delivery and economic and financial infrastructures have broken down and human suffering has reached unprecedented levels.  

We acknowledge local and international efforts to bring about a lasting and just political solution.  

We also acknowledge efforts by the ecumenical bodies to address the root causes of the crisis.   

We confess that we have not done enough and that the prophetic voice of the church has been muted in the face of corruption, injustice and human rights abuses.  

We are deeply concerned by the lack of progress in reaching a meaningful political settlement and the negative impact this has on the lives of the majority of people in our country and in the region as a whole.  

We observe the resilience demonstrated by the majority of men, women and children but declare that the situation has reached disastrous proportions, characterized by hunger, starvation, preventable deaths and migration.  

We had seen a window of hope towards a political settlement following the September 15, 2008 agreement for an “All Inclusive Government”.

We therefore call on the political leaders and parties in Zimbabwe to end the current impasse and honor their obligations in the signed agreement for the good of the nation.  

We call for solidarity in prayer and action by ecumenical bodies in our country in the process of rebuilding, reconciling and healing our nation.

We call on the global Lutheran and ecumenical community for prayer, mutual accompaniment, resources and action in addressing the crisis.

We commit ourselves to actively and prayerfully addressing the root causes of the crisis, alleviating suffering and restoring human dignity and justice for all.

In response to the situation and in support of our companions in Zimbabwe the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is providing $600,000 to help the ELCZ sustain medical services and personnel at its four rural hospitals.  The ELCA also allocated another $330,000 for the purchase of 90 metric tons of seed and fertilizer which was delivered by truck in December, a critical time for planting.  The Lutheran Development Service in Zimbabwe distributed the seeds, fertilizer and emergency food supplies to some 15, 000 families.  (See The Lutheran (January 2009 edition, p.12).  For more information visit http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Global-Mission.aspx.  We continue to seek ways to support and learn from our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe during this difficult time.
We thank you for your continued support through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship program.  Thank you for your prayers and your participation in God’s Mission locally and globally.  
Yours faithfully,

Philip Knutson
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