BOXES FOR SOLDIERS PROJECT
Cost:
 $2300 to make 125 boxes (plus $8.95 per box to ship)
(Donated items will certainly lower your cost).

Items in box:
Bible**             
Puzzle Book                 DVD               
Bag popcorn

Devotional**     
Notebook                      Pens**            
Socks

Chap Stick          
Bag of nuts                   Postcards**    
Can Koozie**

Deck of Cards    
Snack bar                     Crystal light drink

Pencil box (smaller items were put in the pencil box)               
Personalized letter
** items were donated

The items we selected are a variety of things soldiers can use.

Boxes:  Priority boxes are free from the Post Office; you have to assemble the boxes.  You can use the flat rate box of $8.95 per box.  You can also receive labels from the Post Office plus you need a customs form for each box.  
Box Assembly: We placed everything out on multiple tables (two sided) so attendees could easily walk on each side of the table, pick up their items and place the items into their box.  
Each attendee wrote a personalized note and placed in the boxes.  One of the postcards in the box had our return address on it so the recipient could send us a note on where they were from. We then placed newspaper on the top to fill in, so items would stay tight in the box.  We folded the newspaper so they could actually have it to read!
Once boxes were packed and taped, a customs form envelope was put on the bottom (do not insert the customs form until the post office has stamped it).

This project could be done on a smaller or larger scale.
If you have any other questions please call Darlene Kaiser at 1-866-737-3442 or email at darlene.kaiser@thrivent.com.
