Jersey Mission Light, Fall 2005

NATIONAL MITE GRANTS ADOPTED
After meeting the 2003-2005 biennium grant goal, the LWML set their new goal at $1,625,000. This is a $50,000 increase over the previous goal and one we know we can make with the help of God and all Sisters in Christ!

Shipping Orphan Grain Train Containers to Africa and Russia $30,000
Ablaze! Implementation in North America $100,000
Responding to HIV/AIDS Among Congregations in Kenya $51,000
Urban, Ethnic School Expansion - East St. Louis, EL $75000
CAME - Reaching Asian Immigrants $ 50,000
Expanding Ministries to Youth and Adults in Southwest Alaska $75,000
Lutheran Blind Mission Outreach Program $32000
Lutheran Teachers in Sierra Leone $ 84,000
LBT National Co-Workers Training Scholarships $44,000
Gospel Outreach and Church Planting with Childcare Ministry $70,000
Inner City Mission and Ministry in Buffalo, NY $100,000
Lutheran Leaders' Training Institute - Pakistan $75,000
Kiswahili New Testament - Braille $54,411
Expansion of Mission Outreach Training - USA $80,000
Concordia Welfare and Education Society - China $100,000
Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology Deaconess Training $100,000
Hispanic Outreach - West Huston, TX (partial payment)
$17,089

Tampa Convention Unforgettable!
The convention may be a memory but not one we will soon forget. Until you go to a national convention it's hard to imag​ine the power of singing the Lord's Prayer with 4,000 other LMWLers.

Until you go to a national convention you won't get to see and hear from the grant recipients how the mites we col​lected made a difference in their lives.

Until you go you won't know that woman from Minnesota who has a grand​child the same age as yours with the same name.

When you go you will feel the power of the Holy Spirit working through the LMWL, uplifting each woman and inspir​ing us all to "Serve the Lord with Glad​ness."

FIRST TWO MITE GOALS PAID
It is with great pleasure that I have just written the check for our second mission grant: "Seed Money for New Churches" in New Jersey. I am confident, that with God's blessing, this mis​sion will be successful.

Therefore, I ask that along with contributing our mites, each member pray for the success of all the missions supported by the LWML. Since many societies do not meet during the summer, it is not surprising that I only received a few mite checks. As your societies start up again, I ask that treasurers quickly remit the mites to district so that the next 4 missions (totaling $11,000) can be paid well before the next district convention.

Also, remember your zone and district when giving financial assistance to various organizations. I thank all those societies who generously donated this past spring to help the NJ District send its representatives to the national convention.

Sue Hornos, Treasurer

NJ DISTRICT SETS THEME FOR 2006 CONVENTION
Ladies, mark your calendar and keep the dates of May 5-6, 2006 open, the date for the NJ District Convention. This year it will be held at the Wellesley Inn, Fairfield that is directly across from the Willowbrook Mall. The theme for this convention is "Burst Out With Joy," and the Mid-East Zone will be the hosts.

We are looking forward to "BURSTING OUT WITH JOY." Fortunately we again have Pastor Dien Taylor to lead the music. We are excited that Marguerite Christmas will be our National Rep. She was the chairperson for the 2003 Oklahoma City Convention, which was so exciting. You will receive information, as it develops.

Joan Ziegler, Mid-East President

INSIDE THIS ISSUE...

RETREAT REGISTRATION

RALLY SCHEDULE DISTRICT NEWS

AND MORE!!!

FROM YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT

"Live Joyfully as Salt and Light" echoed throughout the Tampa Convention Center as Lutheran women from all over the United States gathered for our national convention. What a joy it is to see and hear 4,000 LMWLers singing and praising God. I am truly grateful for the opportunity to have attended. Except for a slight problem with the hotels (some of us were moved to other hotels since too many people were still there as a result of the hurricanes), it was a very joyous and upbeat convention. Those who attended came away inspired.

During the past biennium we exceeded our MITE goal by $90,000! The goal for this biennium is $1,625,000 Can we reach it? With the help of God and all our Leaguers, we will.

Each time I attend a convention, I become more enthusiastic about going to the next. The 2007 convention will be in Sioux Falls, South Dakota with the theme "ROCK-Rest On Christ the King".

Our own district is planning a retreat at Cranes Mill on Nov. 5th with the theme of "Follow Our Leader". Please try to attend, it would be wonderful if each society sponsored one young woman to attend.

The Mid-Eastern Zone is busy planning our district convention, which will be held May 5th, & 6th at the Wellesley Inn in Fairfield, New Jersey. Mark your calendars. Don't miss this wonderful experience.

As I write this, there is a great need for help for the victims of Katrina. The LWML has lists of needed items for kits. You should receive them at either your society meeting or zone rally. Let us provide some "Light and Salt" for these people.

As fall approaches, I know many of you are busy. Meetings begin and holidays are near. Don't be too busy to spread "Salt and Light Joyfully".

Your sister in Christ,

Gladys Nesko, NJ District President

Tampa Convention Thoughts
Each time I attend a national con​vention, I always think to myself "How can they outdo themselves from one convention to the next?" You leave so filled with the things that happened and the new friendships you have made.

It is very hard to pick just one thing I enjoyed. I think seeing the migrant ministry truck sitting out​side the convention center was best. You usually don't get to see what our mission grants have pur​chased. We, the LMWL, have shown the migrant workers in Tampa Bay that there are people who care about them.

Joannie Zeigler

HELP!
The district needs your help. Since we have no way of raising money for our district expenses, we ask for you help. Please prayerfully consider sending in a yearly contribution to help offset ex​penses such as national & district con​ventions.

Young Woman's Rep

The district encourages each society to sponsor a YWR to the retreat in November. The cost is only $22 and it's a great introduction to LWML!

Mission Grant Proposals Due

Your mission grant proposals for the next biennium are due November 15th. Forms are available from your zone officers. Please consider sending in a proposal.

Tampa Convention Thoughts

Worshipping with 4000 people is a truly great experience. I always find this service very impressive and soul stirring. Meeting other LMWLers from far and near and renewing other acquaintances is a great joy. All is not business however. We do have mo​ments of fun included. Who can forget Jan Struck as she phoned her aunt? Gladys Nesko

Mark Your Calendar!
Oct. 9 - Lakeland Zone at Hackettstown

Oct. 16 - Raritan Zone at Lanoka Harbor with speaker, Peggy Waller on "Addiction"

Sept. 25 - South Jersey Zone at Lawrenceville – Oktoberfest

Oct. 16 - Mid-Eastern Zone at Clifton - "Anyone for Tea?"

Oct. 23 - Northeastern Zone at Maywood

Nov. 5th - District Retreat at Cranes Mill - "Follow Our Leader"

District Nominations Due

Put your thinking caps on! We need nominations for District VP of Human Care, VP of Christian Life and President. If you have a nomination, contact Cindy Hergenhan, our nominations chair, at 973-338-8853.

NEW JERSEY DISTRICT LWML
FALL RETREAT

NOVEMBER 5, 2005
8:45-4:00

AT

CRANES MILL
459 PASSAIC AVENUE
WEST CALDWELL, NJ

"FOLLOW OUR LEADER"

Come and spend the day with our counselor, Pastor Ziegler, and your Sisters in
Christ as we sing, meditate, share fellowship and enjoy a delicious lunch together.
We encourage each society to sponsor a "young women" to attend this retreat.
Anyone needing directions to Cranes Mill, please call Gay VanEtten, 973-300-9627.

RETREAT COST PER PERSON: $22.00
DEADLINE: October 31, 2005

Make check payable to: NJ District LWML

Mail to:
Susan Harnos

                       709 Amherst Road

                       Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734
Name:_________________________________
 Phone:_______________________
 Address:________________________________________________


Zone:__________________________
 Church:_____________________________
Pastor's Corner
What a great summer I had! I attended the National LWML Convention in Tampa. I saw some old friends and made new ones. Later in the summer we had a beautiful trip to the Midwest where we saw some lovely museums, old homes, lots of corn fields, and even got a free beer at the Miller Brewing Company in Milwaukee. We spent a lovely day on the Door Peninsula in Wisconsin. What a great summer!

What a terrible summer! Terrorism, storms, airplane crashes. And then Hurricane Katrina hit. Hundreds of people may be dead. Countless people lost their homes, cars, and businesses. Like the late comedienne Gilda Radner used to say, "It's always something." Sin and Satan are alive and well in this world. And the only weapons we have against them are God's Word and the work of Jesus Christ done on our behalf. Yet so many in this world still do not know about it.

That is why the LWML exists. The conventions, rallies, retreats, coffee hours and all those things are great, but they must never distract us from the primary purpose of the LWML: To spread the word of God to all the world, according to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20).

Many people are generously helping the victims of Hurricane Katrina with gifts of money, food, clothing, etc. Government agencies, private charities, corporations and individuals are opening their hearts, hands, and pockets to help. But we have something to offer that the world does not have: The "cup of cool water" given in the name of Jesus Christ.

My dear sisters, I encourage you to remember people who suffer in your prayers, help them with your time, talents, and treasures. But remember that "All good gifts" come from God above.

I look forward to seeing many of your at the Fall Retreat at Cranes Mill.

Pastor Eric Ziegler

Spotlight on Gospel Outreach
As Vice President of Gospel Outreach, I am in charge of the mite proposals. I'm sending out instructions and forms for submitting the proposals. Each society will receive the forms, along with the NJ District, LC-MS and any groups that request them.

Please be thinking of mission projects that need funding. Return the forms postmarked by November 15, 2005. God bless your efforts.

Judy Barnes, VP Gospel Outreach

Tampa Convention Thoughts

If I had to pick out one thing about the National LWML Convention it would be meeting the smiling, friendly faces that come from all over the US, our sisters in Christ. These ladies have the same mission as you, "Serving the Lord with Gladness".

You will never eat or sit alone while surrounded by all these wonderful women. Each woman has her own story to tell, relating her daily life with Christ. And this spirit spills over onto the convention floor with the songs and prayer and inspirational stories from Mission speakers we support with our tiny coin-filled Mite boxes. This is what binds us all together as one family, all of us as "Sisters in Christ!"

Ginger Starrett, Lakeland Zone President
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