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Mothers of Faith
When our Lord made His plan for us, He chose it like no other.

He didn’t leave it up to fate, He gave it to our mothers.

He knew that over time itself that we would soon forget

The wonders of His mercy and how we’d all regret.

If, we His children missed His plan and forgot His Holy Word,

So, He engaged our mothers, in the plan that He preferred.

Now Eve was one that God called “the mother of all living,”

And Samuel’s mom, named Hannah, gave her boy back in thanksgiving.

Rahab was a prostitute that changed her heart one day;

She later married Salmon and Boaz came their way.

Now Boaz married Ruth; he found her working on his land,

And their son Obed’s claim to fame was the grandson God had planned.

For Obed’s son was Jesse who sent David on the way,

That would find the giant Philistine and victory one day.
From David’s time to the birth of Christ, many mothers shared God’s plan

That saw the birth to Mary of the precious Son of Man.

Yes, our Lord created His design and chose it like no other.

He didn’t leave it up to fate; He gave it to our mothers.

He knew that over time itself, we would soon forget

The wonders of His mercy and how we’d all regret.

If we, His children, missed this plan and forgot His Holy Word,

So, He engaged our mothers in the plan that He preferred.

For many generations now, the story has been told

Of the faithfulness of mothers through the ages that unfold.

I owe my life to Jesus for the gift that He bestowed;

But to you I owe the message, Mom, in the witness that you showed.
--Jonathan Chapman, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

--Contributed by Betty Kopp

May birthdays

4
Pat Keen
17
Jerry Pelat

4 Dale Wieder
20
Loretta Dixon

10
Richard Field
23
Edna Cobb

10
Matthew Warr
24
James Brand

11
Glenn Waybright
25
Marlene Lampman

14
Joyce Bussler
27
Donna Coyner

15
Don Batchelder
28
Darwin Kopp

15
Bill Dixon
28
Stephanie Warr

15
Dennis Freitag
29
Dolores Minarik

anniversaries

7
George & Lynn Pavletich

9

Mike & Luz Lyons
15

Ed & Stella Ferworn
31

Radar & Agnes Maitland

31

Oliver & Barbara Sokolowski

Can You Match
These Biblical Mothers?
(Answers on page 5)

quiz


When Times are Tough

A Phoenix newspaper recently ran an article about Andrea White, president of a company called Financial Conversations. It helps people in financial difficulty deal with the emotions surrounding money.


White says one of the best ways to reduce financial panic is to help someone else in crisis. For example, volunteer your time and talent, or listen to another person’s woes. You’ll forget about your own problems and become more grateful for what you have, White says.


Churches can provide lists of elderly shut-ins who may need companionship or someone to run occasional errands. Volunteers can set up food banks, collection centers for clothes and furniture, or a place for the unemployed to find jobs.


St. Paul’s words to the Corinthian believers are especially relevant during difficult times. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4, nrsv).
Memorial Day


Over the years, Memorial Day has become a big holiday weekend. It’s now the unofficial start of summer, rather than a day of tribute to the departed it was originally meant to be.


Even if we plan fun events for Memorial Day weekend, it’s important to stop long enough to bow our heads and pay respect to our departed loved ones—especially those who fell in battle while helping preserve America’s liberties.


Let us take time to make the pilgrimage to various cemeteries and pause long enough to day, “Thank you, Father, for these special lives, for sacrifices made and for friendships we have shared.”

Knowing What to Pray For
Edward Everett Hale, who was the U. S. Senate Chaplain from 1903-1909, was asked one day, “Do you pray for the senators, Dr. Hale?” “No,” Chaplain Hale responded. “I look at the senators and pray for the country.”

-Sweet’s Soul Cafe


Responsibility

1 Timothy 6;17-19 tells us “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”


Notice that God gives us responsibility, but He also gives us the recipe for joy. If we follow His commands, we will have joy.  It is our God given duty to take our responsibilities seriously, and to practice joyous living.


In May we will be giving $500 to Lutheran Layman’s League-Lutheran Hour.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee 


Serving Bethany in May
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.   Jerry Schmidt, William

                                            Grill (2), Tom Prickett (2) 


10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag, Tom Gardner (2), Bob Groh, Stan Dickey

Lectors: 
8:00 a.m.   Caroline Rogers (3), Tom Prickett (2)


10:30 a.m.  Sharon Orluck, Tom Gardner (2),




Marlene Lampman, Gloria Dickey
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Waldo & Lois Laabs


10:30 a.m.
Dodie Crouch

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Edna Wibbeler



10:30 a.m.  Sharon Orluck

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Waldo Laabs*
Lois Laabs


10:30 a.m.
  Earl Brewer*
Nick Burko

Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Norma Butchart & Sue Lunkes

Altar Guild:  Earl Brewer

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans


The dates and times of meetings of Thrivent members are published in Sunday bulletins. If you are a Member or Associate Member, or if you wish to become an Associate Member, you are encouraged to attend these meetings. Discussions are held on how best to participate in the various opportunities to use matching and supplemental funds from Thrivent that are available 


Bethany has benefited from matching funds provided by Thrivent through activities in which Thrivent Members and Associate Members have been willing to put in man/woman hours to achieve certain goals. You need but look around at things that have been partially funded by these activities, whether it be through the wonderful work of Bethany Women’s Guild and their Rummage Sale and Mistletoe Mart or the pot luck suppers and fun things the Fellowship group does. It seems Thrivent has had a hand in seeing that what is needed is obtained (two items that come to mind are tables for Kollmeyer Hall and a new shed).


Your attendance at Thrivent meetings is very important. Hope to see you at the next one!

Thrivent Coordinators at Bethany:

Bill Johnson, Alice Spear, Edna Wibbeler

All My Time

A mother of 13 children was asked, “How in the world do you have time to care for 13?”


“Well,” she replied, “when I had only one child, it took all my time; what more can 13 do?”



Pentecost


On May 31, Christians around the world will celebrate the Day of Pentecost. It’s often remembered as the church’s birthday. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised that the Holy Spirit would come upon those who believed in his resurrection.


Three thousand people were gathered in Jerusalem when the Spirit came upon them. They were so touched by the Holy Spirit that they began to worship regularly, especially on Sundays, the day of Christ’s resurrection.


To symbolize the “tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3 nrsv) that came upon the people present at Pentecost, liturgical churches display the color red in their worship services on Pentecost Sunday. Many people attending worship wear red that day.
Fact or Fib?
Famous American fibs:

· The check is in the mail.

· I’ll start my diet tomorrow.

· One size fits all.

· Offer limited to first 100 callers.

Everyone knows the fib is a fake. Even the fibber. But the lies are so frequent they are a part of the fabric of our communication. Ever consider the fibs of faith?

Test these:

· We’ll be praying for you. (Will you really?)

· After extensive prayer and Bible study, I conclude… (How extensive?)

· God told me… (Oh, really?)

· A great number of people are upset about… 
(You and who else?)

McCormick First Baptist

McCormick, SC

Bethany Women’s Guild

The Orlando West Circuit pastors’ meeting is scheduled to take place here at Bethany on Tuesday, May 12. The Women’s Guild will serve a continental breakfast and a lunch to the pastors that day.

On Mother’s Day, May 10th, there will be a door offering for Jocelyn Dede Moore and family. In lieu of “Mums for Mom” we suggest you consider a donation to this offering. Matching funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans have been applied for.


On Wednesday, May 20th, the Women’s Guild will have their spring luncheon at 11:30 a.m.. The place will be the New York Café in Leesburg. For more information, please contact Ann Burko or Connie Grill. More details will be announced in the Sunday bulletins.


Jake and I will be gone until the middle of October. We pray all will have an enjoyable summer and see you in the fall!

Jean Dersch, President
Answers to Biblical Mothers Quiz

(found on page 2)

1-I,  2-J,  3-D,  4-K,  5-H,  6-L,  7-B,  8-G,   9-A,

10-E,  11-F,  12-C

score analysis:
1-3 correct – you’ve made a good start; keep it up!

4-7 correct – you’re making real progress; keep studying!

8-10 correct – very good; you’re learning and remembering!

11-12 correct – you’re a real Bible scholar! (But don’t stop 



studying!)




An Unforgettable Date


A woman told her husband, George, that she wanted him to take another woman on a date. “I love you,” she said, “but the woman I have in mind loves you, too, and needs to spend some time with you. It’s your mother.”


Dutifully, George called his mom and made a date. For the special evening she chose the dress she’s worn to the last anniversary she and her late husband had celebrated. Mother and son enjoyed chatting so much that they missed their movie. Both left feeling joyous and fulfilled.


Sadly, George’s mother died only a few days after their date. He was so happy he’d been able to spend that special time with her.


Right before she died, George’s mother sent him this note: “Enclosed are two prepaid tickets for you to have dinner where we had such a pleasant evening together. You’ll never know what that night meant for me. I love you, Son.”

      Gift Box Wrapping Workshop


This month two days have been scheduled to wrap Christmas gift boxes. These are the wonderful boxes we decorate and sell during the Mistletoe Mart in October. Plan to come on Friday, May 8th, and again on Friday, May 15th at 9 a.m. This is a great opportunity to learn how to make your own gifts lovelier, not to mention the fun you will have will doing them. A sign up sheet can be found in the narthex along with a supply list. Call Connie Grill, 787-6690, if you have questions.



Office hrs clip art


Please note that the church office hours have changed for the duration of the summer months. The office will be closed on Mondays, and on Tuesday through Friday the hours will be

9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. as usual.

Prayer for the Course
Of Our Actions
Dear God,
We seem to be such busy “doers.”

There’s our “to-do” list and “honey-do” list.
When a friend is in sorrow, we tell them to let us know if


there’s anything we can “do.”

Even Saint Paul tells us that faith without “works” is dead.

Yet—

Sometimes we’re so busy with the “works” we forget about 


the faith.

Help me, O God, to keep in touch with you, the wellspring


of my faith.

Let me allow you, and not me, to be the real source of my 


actions.

Let the source of my actions determine the course of my 


actions. Amen.

--Peggy Ferrell
Directory 

changes

New Associate Members:

Larry & Darlene Luebben
259-8161


1240 Addison Ave.


The Villages, FL 32162


(Larry is Bethany’s choir director.)

Members by Affirmation:

Clare (Radar) and Agnes Maitland
787-8289


2505 South St., Apt. 41


Peppertree Apts.


Leesburg, FL  34748

Wedding Anniversaries

to be Celebrated

The May Fellowship affair will be a celebration of the wedding anniversaries of our Bethany members.  Special recognition will be given to those married for 50 years or more. 


The date is Sunday evening, May 17, at 6 p.m. in Kollmeyer Hall, and everyone is invited for this special evening. Pastor Dede has volunteered to emcee the evening and Charleen Bagnato will be at the piano. There will be stories to share and music to sing along with. Couples are asked to bring their wedding portraits, and there will be a prize for the person who can identify the most couples.


So plan to eat your evening meal at home and come and join us for some traditional wedding reception goodies! If you have questions, please call the church office.


This is a non-funded, locally supported Thrivent Chapter activity.

It’s Easy to Promise…


A farmer was talking to the Lord. “If I had a million dollars, I’d give it to you. Lord. If I had a thousand acres, I’d turn them over to you, Lord,” he said.


The Lord said: “Well, how about a pig?”


“Take it easy there, Lord; I’ve got a pig.”



BETHANY SINGLES


Bethany Singles is a group of men and women who get together once a month to eat at one of the various restaurants in the area. All single men and women of are invited to lunch at Captain Bell’s in Fruitland Park, Monday, May 11, at 2:30 p.m. Please sign up if you intend to lunch with the group on that day.   

Spiritual Gem
Just as the winter turns to spring;

Our lives have changing seasons, too;

So when a gloomy forecast comes,

Remember—God has plans for you.
What Does Your Faith Look Like?

In Leo Tolstoy’s story of Ivan the Fool, it tells of a czar who kept open house, requiring only one thing of anyone wishing to enter: that their hands be blistered and rough from toil. Such is the case with our faith. It’s not something to be kept high on a shelf in a pretty little box where nothing can harm it, but must be taken out, tried, and put to the test. And by doing so, it’s going to get a little dusty, a little frayed around the corners, and perhaps a few proverbial bullet holes through it.


But in the final days when we present our faith to God, He won’t see a dilapidated faith, but one that is tanned and broken in through service, integrity, and good use. Today, let’s ask ourselves what our faith looks like. Does it still have that new car smell or does it show the signs of having been used time and time again? Beaten, perhaps, but never broken.

Copyright 2009 by Glenn W. Miller

Food for Thought

A happy person is not a person in a certain set of circumstances, but a person with a certain set of attitudes.


Postage Stamps

for Habitat for Humanity


As you may know, our congregation supports Habitat for Humanity in several different ways. This includes working at the build sites, donating to the local Habitat thrift store, collecting used cell phones and toner cartridges for recycling, and giving financially through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and our charity funds. 


Another way that we can help support Habitat for Humanity is the saving of cancelled postage stamps. These stamps are turned in to the local Habitat headquarters and in turn, “stamp ladies” soak and sort them, and then the stamps are sold to businesses that sell these used postage stamps to collectors. Recently one local Habitat for Humanity house was built from the donations of these used stamps.

Here at Bethany we have a container in the narthex for the receipt of these cancelled stamps. Please take a few seconds to tear these off the envelopes, and try to leave a margin of ¼ inch around them. Thank you!

The Lighter Side of Life

I felt like my body had gotten completely out of shape, so I got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and start exercising. I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an hour. But, by the time I got my leotard on, the class was over.
On Saturday, June 13 at 5 p.m. a sub-sandwich supper and ice cream social will be held here at Bethany. Tickets will be $5.00 each and will be sold prior to that date. Tickets will also be available at the door. The guest speaker will be Kelly Smallridge, Executive Director of Haven of Lake & Sumter Counties, Inc.  Look for more details next month and also in the Sunday worship bulletins.
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