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Convention '99 Update
“All God's people, rejoicing in their freedom in the Son and overflowing with compassion for the hurting and lost, courageously proclaim Him throughout the world.” The program design for the 28th Biennial Convention of the LWML will give life to this convention goal statement as we come together for an exciting celebration of freedom in Jesus Christ.

The warm and wonderful people of Minneapolis are waiting to welcome you to their beautiful city. Our hosts for this extraordinary praise and thanksgiving event will be the women of Minnesota South and North Districts. Everyone has been working hard preparing for your arrival July 1, 1999.

If you're going to Minneapolis, get your room reservation in ASAP. Rooms are going fast and there's another convention in town at the same time. Cheryl Rusiecki still needs a roommate (732-657-2413).

The NJ District photo will be at 6:30 PM Friday, July 2. There will also be a NJ District caucus 7/2/99 from 7-8 am with a continental breakfast. If you are going to the convention, please give Eleanor Hoffman a call (201-939-7648). She would like a count of everyone going.

There are a number of items available to purchase for the convention or just to have such as shirts, hats, tote bags, a watch and pin. Call 1-800-252-5965 to order.

“Storms of Life”
This is the theme for our upcoming Spring Retreat, to be held May 14-15, 1999, at Emmaus House in Perth Amboy. Pastors Minnix and Casaday will be leading us in our studies.

Emmaus House is a retreat house located on the waterway in Perth Amboy. It should provide an inspiring setting for our retreat. Directions to the Emmaus House will be sent when your registration is received.

The retreat starts Friday night at 7:00 PM and runs through Saturday with departure at 5:00 PM. Registration is $6.00 and the cost of a room is $61.00 which you can split with a roommate. There is a registration form included in this newsletter or if you need extras, call Lillian Burrows (201-797-3559).

Please note that the registration is to be sent to our treasurer Joan Ziegler and not Lillian.

Memories in the Attic
Oh, the things you find in an attic! While members of my family and I were cleaning out our elderly aunt's home (she is now in a nursing home at the age of 88 years), we encountered many old pictures, old clothing, many coats, hats, and trunks with varied surprises.

One of these surprises was the Portals of Prayer from 1955 and 1956. Portals of Prayer were then published seven times a year. The cost was 50 cents a year. Today, the Portals of Prayer are published quarterly and the subscription rate is $5.60 a single copy. My, how times have changed.

We are all aware of the many changes that have taken place in the world around us since 1955 and 1956. The cost of food, clothing, insurance, renting a house, buying a house, movies, and just the little things in life. Going to the movies cost about $1.00. Can you imagine that?

Easter was celebrated on April 10th in 1955, almost 44 years ago. Now in 1999, we celebrate Easter day, The Resurrection of Our Lord on April 4th. the message is the same, Christ is the same. The message of God needs no change! The message has been perfect from the beginning.

O God, by Thy Holy Spirit help us to believe that our salvation was wrought completely on Calvary's cross, and keep us from ever thinking of trying to save ourselves through any merit of our own.

Lord Jesus, we give thanks to Thee
That Thou has died to set us FREE;
Made righteous through Thy precious blood,
We are now reconciled to God. Amen.

Happy Easter and May God Bless!
Eleanor Hoffman, District President

Taking An Accounting
Joan Ziegler, District Treasurer, reports that the District books are now balanced. If your group has any checks outstanding that were never cashed (quarterlies, mites, etc.), call Joan @973-471-3208.

So far Joan has received payments for Quarterlies from only 14 congregations. If you haven't sent yours in please do so.

ILWML has announced the first Quarterly subscription increase in ten years. The District has decided to also increase our portion of the Quarterly fees to pay for increased postage rates and higher cost of publication of the newsletter. As of 1/2000, the new fees will be $4.00 per year per copy. The deadline for changing your Quarterly subscription order is January 15 of each new year.

You're Undeniably Lutheran When...
...It takes 10 minutes to say good-bye.
...You can say the meal prayer all in one breath.
...All of your casserole dishes have your name on the bottom.
...You have an uncontrollable urge to sit in the back of any room.
...You sing “Stand up, Stand Up for Jesus” while sitting down.
...Your house is a mess because you're “Saved by Grace” not by works.
...You think lime Jell-o with cottage cheese and pineapple is a gourmet
salad.
From the Pastor's Corner
“Confession is good for the soul” This is a phrase that is used so loosely and so often that we sometimes must wonder how effective it really is. Do we really believe it ourselves or is it just a Band-Aid to remedy a situation?

One thing that we too often overlook is the fact that our sin is first against God our Father and His will for our lives, and secondly against our loved ones and fellow man.

During the Lenten Season we are to do some self-searching and with a contrite heart truly feel sorry for all our sins and repent by confessing them to God the Father. At the same time we are to focus on the pain, the suffering, the humiliation and the agony Christ endured on our behalf.

The sad part of Lenten Season is that many have reduced this church season to a period of time when we give up or refrain from or doing something in our daily routine of living. And then the very next day after Easter we fall right back into the rut or routine or personal desires.

The Spirit of Lent should be a daily experience throughout the year. God wants to hear from His children every day just as we are to remember our Baptism on a daily basis.

Confession really is good for the soul. Talk to Him today and every day and receive His forgiveness. His dying on the cross said, “This is how much I love you.”

Pastor Casaday

MITE PROJECT UPDATE
We have funded District Projects 1, 2 & 3. These include the Fire Proof Doors for Noah's Ark Nursery School ($5,000); the Tri-State Lutheran Fellowship ($1000) and Native American Indian Ministry in South Dakota ($3000).

We are half way through our biennial and with a mite commitment of $25,000 in projects it appears we need to boost our mite collections. If you are looking for a new approach, Pastor Casaday and Eleanor Hoffman pass along this suggestion of something they do in their church.

The 4th Sunday of each month is Mite Sunday. At the beginning of the service one Pastor announces it's Mite Sunday and one of the LWML members comes to the front of the church to talk about one of the district or international mite projects. They pass around the BIG Mite Box to each pew. This collection is separate from the regular offering. Pastor Casaday says, “It Works!” You can try it once a month or once a quarter or whatever you feel would work in your congregation. The idea is to let the congregation know how the mite money is collected and where it goes.

Rally Schedule
Lakeland Zone  4/25/99  Our Savior, Perryville
Mid-Eastern Zone  4/25/99  St. Johns, Clifton
Northeastern Zone  4/18/99  Grace, Palisades Park
Raritan Zone  4/25/99  Grace, Union
South Jersey Zone  4/18/99  Calvary, Medford
Don't Forget the Retreat
May 14-15 at 7:00 pm at Emmaus House, Perth Amboy. 

News You Should Know
The Fall Retreat has been scheduled for November 19-20 at the Star Lake Lodge again. Everyone who attended the past fall raved about this new location. More details and a registration form will be in the fall newsletter.

The District Convention will be held May 5-6, 2000 at the Quality Inn in Toms River. Currently it appears that the registration fees and room rates will be very close to last year's cost. More details to follow. Oh, and yes, the rooms are all on one level!

Mite Project Proposals for the 2000-2002 biennium need to be submitted by Nov. 1. Start thinking now! If you have a project proposal, contact Gay Van Etten (973-300-9627) to get the forms.

Attention Non-organized LWML groups. You don't have to be formal, come as you are - no officers, no regular monthly meetings. Just get together once in awhile. Do mites, missions, projects, whatever. If your group is too small consider getting together in this way.

Where have all the banners gone? If you have or know where any of the convention banners are, let Eleanor Hoffman know. We would also like to know the background of each banner... who made it, when it was made, for which convention, etc. Also, we need a permanent place to store them.

Our deepest sympathy to Gay Van Etten, whose father and mother passed away this winter. We pray that Jesus will comfort you and your family and give you strength.

Editor's Corner
We're having a contest to Name the Newsletter. Submit your ideas to me at my address or fax #. The prize will be a LWML T-shirt. The “New Jersey District Newsletter” seems a little boring. We need something that captures the spirit and soul of the LWML in New Jersey. Start thinking!!

Deadlines for the newsletter have changed. They are now August 1, January 15 and March 15. Trying to get out a newsletter in Nov.-Dec. became impossible.

Zone Secretaries!! Please send a copy of your zone Rally minutes and a copy of the program to the newsletter. We'll share your ideas for programs and speakers with the district.

Lutheran Web Sites
http://www.mission.lcms.org/personnel/volunteer.htm - Volunteer Mission Opportunities. LCMS World Mission Ministry & Involvement. Reaching the lost by involving the found.
http://www.lwml.org/ - ILWML. Here you will find Bible studies, devotions, special stories, Mission project updates.

http://www.lhm.org/w2w - Woman to Woman with Phyllis Wallace.
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