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NJ District Convention
The NJ District Convention is being held at the Quality Inn in Toms River on May 5 & 6, which is right around the corner. This issue of the newsletter has your registration form and more details on the speakers and banquet. The theme is based on 2 Corinthians 3:17, which reads "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." Helen Bice, National Vice President of Human Care, is our keynote speaker for Friday night's banquet.
Our district will be electing a VP for Mission Projects/Mission Service, a treasurer and a recording secretary, plus we'll need to find a replacement for Pastor Minnix, whose terms as counselor are over. There'll be singing, worship, a few meetings and great displays, but mostly a chance to meet new friends and renew old friendships.
Hi Everyone!

As convention plans get finalized and the date draws near, I must say I am really looking forward to May 5th. Yes, there are a lot of details to be taken care of, but there is also an enthusiasm in the air as our zone and district leaders work together to ensure the success of this event. Along with fellowship I would like to invite those of you who are not familiar with the Shore area to take some time and explore Ocean County. There are plenty of activities for every interest, rain or shine. The hotel even offers discounts to some local attractions. Also, May is a great time to visit since the weather is mild but the summer tourist season isn't in full swing yet. We will have an usher near the registration table ready to assist you with information and directions.
Can't wait to see you there,
Susan Harnos, Raritan Zone Vice President
From Your President...
"Gotta get up, Gotta get going, Gonna meet a friend of mine!" These are the words to the song at the beginning of the Walt Disney television program, “Winnie the Pooh." When Pooh Bear and his friends, Tigger, Rabbitt, Piglet and Eeyore the donkey, get together they always begin a new adventure.
Now what has that got to do with the Lutheran Women's Missionary League, you ask? Lots and lots; every time we do something different, we are on an adventure. Our very own NJ District Convention will be an adventure for those who’ve never attended a convention before. There will be some changes; (not drastic ones) but they may be more pleasing to the LWMLers attending the convention.
Please consider this a personal invitation from your District President for the convention on May 5-6, 2000. We begin on Friday afternoon at 1:30 p.m.
Convention speakers include The Reverend Donald Sandmann, NJ District President; Reverend Roger Arnholt, President of Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey; Sally Ashinger, LCMS World Missions; Helen Bice, LWML Vice President of Human Care; Nancy Graf Peters, President of Atlantic District LWML; and Amy Rusiecki, NJ District YWR.
The unusual ingathering articles may make us grin or even break out in laughter, but these articles are so necessary.
The display and sales tables will be in walking distance of the meeting room.
Devotions, Bible study, reports, balloting for officers, balloting for Mission Projects for 2000-2002, music, singing and praising the Lord. All this, and we haven't even spoken about the Banquet yet, more music and praising our Lord!
All this and still more surprises are in store for you attendees. Plan to attend — as I said at the beginning of this article, "Gotta get going, — Gonna meet a friend of mine.” So Friend of Mine, I'll be seeing you at the convention with lots of Spirit, especially "Freedom in the Spirit of the Lord."
May God Bless,
Eleanor
Community Service Project at St. John’s, Bloomfield
As a community service project, St. John's Guild in Bloomfield made 51 "bibs" for the Cerebral Palsy of Essex and West Hudson Center. The double-thick apron-sized "bibs" were made to the specifications of the Center. Vice President Dorothy Fredericks had researched the project. The bibs were started at the February meeting, some finished, and many taken home for completion (some as far as Florida, where member Gloria LiBrizzi has just moved). After a display of the bibs at a Sunday coffee hour, they were delivered to the Cerebral Palsy Center.
Norma Bruns, St. John's, Bloomfield
Fall Retreat
Mark Your Calendar - Nov.18 That's the day for our fall one-day retreat at Crane's Mill in West Caldwell. NJ. The retreat will be from 9-5 with registration at 8:30 am. The cost will be $15 for the day including a lunch of a hot & cold buffet. Lillian Burrows will advise us on the theme in the next newsletter. So write it down and plan on coming. It's just one day, not an overnight and this is a greet facility. You'll love it.
Spring Rally Schedule
South Jersey - March 26
Luther Memorial in Blackwood
Raritan - April 9
St. Paul’s in Flemington
Lakeland - April 9
Our Savior in Stanhope
Mid-Eastern - April 30
Immanuel in East Rutherford
Northeastern - April 30
St Paul's in Closter
See You There!
A Message from Your District Mission Projects/Mission Service Vice President, Gay VanEtten

Mission Projects
Needed: MITES! By April 15, 2000
We have less than one month to meet our Mission Project's Goal of $25,200. We have a small amount to collect on project number seven (7), Lutheran Mission in Emburga, Latvia. Plus: Project #8 Lutheran Doctrine to the Japanese People and Project #9 Laborers for Christ Program Assistance. Your Mites are needed for an approximate total of $8,500.
We, the members of the LWML of New Jersey District have a wonderful “track record" of meeting our project goal by convention. With the Lord's blessing we can meet our goal for 2000! Don't be afraid to ask you congregations to help with this important mission. Encourage everyone to donate mites for Missions.
Please be praying for all our projects in this biennium. Thank you for your mites!
Make sure each society's treasurer send in all mites by April 15 to Joan Ziegler, District Treasurer.
Mission Service
Your District has chosen to support Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey for the Ingathering of this May 5-6 Convention. We will direct our Ingathering efforts to the Immigration and Refugee Program. This program serves more than 900 immigrants and 200 refugees annually. Last year the refugees receiving resettlement services were from Liberia, Kosovo, Ukraine, Bosnia, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Iran and Croatia. Quoting LSM's newsletter, Reaching Out, "Refugees are people who are forced to leave their country of origin because of a well-founded fear of persecution due to race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion." These are the people of God who need our help. They come to the United States with very little and we have an opportunity to give them some basic items which will help to restore their dignity in a new land.
The "Wish List of New Items”
Socks: all sizes, adult and children Pajamas: Children 2T-16 Pillows, Twin Sheet Sets
Underwear: Children 2T-16; Women: 5-8; Bras: 34-38 B & C; Men's Underwear: 32-38
We are asking each society to consider participating in this ministry. Also, everyone attending the New Jersey District Convention is asked to bring your new items to the convention to participate in the Ingathering during the convention on Saturday.
Societies can mail your packages of new items to:
    Attention: Jeanne Gerlach, Coord. Volunteer Services
    Lutherans Social Ministries of New Jersey
    120 Route 156
    Yardville, NJ 08620
Or you may drop off your donations at Crane's Mill, 459 Passaic Avenue, West Caldwell, NJ 07006; Phone 973-276-6700. Please note: We do not have the room or the transportation to take more than what each individual attending the convention will bring. Thank you. If you would like to bring one sample to the convention and then take it back to your society to mail with your other refugee packages that would be appreciated. We pray the Lord's blessings on this Service Mission Ingathering, always remembering the individuals and families of the Immigration and Refugee Program.
Pastor's Corner
When was the last time you heard the “so-called" golden rule? Where is it found in the Bible, and who said it?
The attitude of love and concern for others is so often overlooked because society teaches us to focus on ourselves and get the most out of life. After all, we only go around once so make the most of it even at the expense of stepping on and offending others.
But the attitude Christ would have us to exercise is one of love and compassion. He would have us to remember that others have feelings and deep emotions just as we do. He reminds us to “Love another as I have loved you." He also said, "Love your neighbor as yourself."
I believe the only way to show the love of Christ is to be in and near to Him. In thought, word, and deed we should imitate His actions and practice His kind of love. His love is reflected in John 3:16. What Bible verse would you claim as your type of love? (Matt. 7:12) (Luke 6:31)
Pastor Casaday
Where Have All the Banners Gone?
We would like to have a banner processional at the convention with all the banners from the last 27 years, but we can't find them all. Do you know where any of these banners are?
1974 - "New in Jesus,” Upsala College, East Orange, NJ
1978 - "Living With My Lord,” Dutch Inn, Gibbstown, NJ
1988 - "Radiate Son Shine,” Tuscarora Inn, Mt Bethel, PA
1990 - ”Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus," Ramada Inn, New Castle, DE
1992 - "Here Am I, Send Me," Ramada Inn, Princeton, NJ
1996 - “Live By God's Design," Ramada Inn, East Brunswick, NJ
If you have any of these banners, contact Eleanor & let her know.
LWML 29TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION
JULY 5-8, 2001, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Convention Theme: Because He First Love Me
Scripture reference: I John 4:19 “We love because He first loved us.”
Goal Statement: The people of God, celebrating His love, eagerly proclaim Christ to all nations.
Objectives:
1. Lutheran women in mission embrace all people as God's children.
2. All participants are challenged by their convention experiences to reach out to all cultural and ethnic groups with the Gospel to become partners in Christ.
3. Convention attendees, in their common Christian faith, joyfully celebrate oneness in Christ.
COME TO SAN JOSE! JULY 5-8, 2001
Embrace, Reach Out,
Joyfully Celebrate Oneness in Christ
Editor’s Corner
At a recent Board of Directors meeting, one woman asked, “What can we do to get new members?" As our membership ages, we start to worry about the future of our local LWML societies and the district, as well. What can we do?
One of the best answers in right in our LWML catalog. National has a number of pamphlets and programs available on mentoring: They range from “Share Life - Be a Mentor” to "New Member Orientation and Hospitality." The secret to mentoring is personal contact.
I know that personal contact works. When I first came to Village Lutheran Church it was after a long time of not attending any church whatsoever. The youth group from the church was going door to door, inviting people to Christmas Eve services. The personal contact was what got me to return to church and my husband to eventually become a member.
It we want our efforts to succeed and our societies to flourish, we need to add members, one at a time, through personal contact. Invite a woman from your church this Sunday to your next meeting. Call her on the phone and offer to give her a ride. Explain to her why you joined LWML. Tell her about the mission projects and the fellowship of other women and the fun you have together. Most of all tell her about the joy you feel while serving our Lord. Start mentoring. It can work!
Susan Donnellv, Editor
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