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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
ELEANOR HOFFMANN, PRESIDENT
Dear LWMLer’s
I thought you would like to read my answers to questions from National for all the District Presidents. There are 40 districts and each have their individual ways of doing their tasks for the Lord. Large states or small ones, it doesn’t matter. God’s work will he done. He is our main focus in all that we do and we are here to serve Him.
Zones: What are your zones doing that might be a “beacon” of inspiration to other districts?
A few of our zones now include an ingathering at their rallies. “The times they are a changing” as the saying goes. And, so we arc seeing changes in rally speakers and programs. More topical subjects are being presented. The concerns of this modern day are reflected in programs for diversified age groups. Medical problems such as depression and breast cancer are frequently presently. Other topics include living alone and healthy living. The rally is also a meeting for members to witness to one another in the service of our Lord. Sharing information from National and District can also be a source of inspiration, seeing what others are doing around the country and how to utilize this information in our own zones and societies.
Does your district utilize a “Planner?”
New Jersey does not have a District Planner. The Executive board is our planning board. All board members have an equal say in all matters concerning the district. The Christian Life Committee Chairman, the District Counselors and the District President confer on retreat programs. The president usually chairs these planning meetings. In most cases, the executive board brainstorms for ideas and suggestions made by district members. One result of the members’ suggestions was a change (there’s that word again), from an overnight retreat to a one-day retreat. This enabled working mothers and those who just couldn’t get away for an overnight stay to attend. The facility was a barrier-free environment, which was a plus for members with special needs.
What is your 2002 District Convention Goal Statement & Objectives?
The goals and objectives for our district convention are to give LWMLer’s an opportunity to PRAY, PRAISE, AND GIVE THANKS THROUGH PRAYERS, SINGING, MUSIC, SKITS AND BIBLE STUDIES. The 2002 Convention theme is “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord, All the Earth.” Psalm 100:1-2.
What are your plans for the New Jersey District Assembly of Leaders?
Plans for the district A of L are in the making for 3/24/01 at Village Lutheran Church in Lanoka Harbor. We are holding the assembly for only one day. The LWMLer’s who attended the conference in Texas will give presentations on their respective offices or committees. We shall be breaking up into smaller groups to dig deeper into the subject involved. This A of L conference is open to all LWML members, not just to the zone officers, as we feel those attending are our future officers of the LWML. Our goal is to educate the members in the job descriptions of their particular office or committee. Also, with this knowledge, we hope to encourage members to accept an office with ease and confidence.
Eleanor Hoffmann, District President
Editor’s Note: The 3/24/01 Assembly of Leaders Conference was canceled after this was written. We hope to schedule another one.

“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH!”
The NJ District Convention set for May of 2002 will be filled with joyful noise. The Bible verse comes from Psalm 100:1-2. Dates have not yet been confirmed but the first choice is the first weekend in May.
The South Jersey Zone will be our host and they are currently considering two sites located near the NJ Turnpike for easy access for everyone. So pencil this time in your planners and date books. We’ll have a firm date and place in our next issue.
PUBLIC  RELATIONS
Greetings from your new Public Relations Chairman! It is a known fact that we women are always changing hats in our daily routines. Well, the same applies to LWML. After serving on the District level as VP of Mission Projects/Mission Services, I am pleased to be back on the Board of Directors. This is truly a new position for me, Public Relations. I am so grateful I was able to go to Dallas, Texas, for the Assembly of Leaders workshop in November to be trained. Now, I have much information to share with you so I hope you will get in touch with me if you should need any PR information. 1 plan to be in touch with your zones and societies when I have some important news releases.
At this time I would like each of you to make sure your society has sent in an accurate, up-to-date list of your officers and your networker with addresses, telephone numbers and the name of your church and society included. All this information is need in the District. I’m especially interested in the information about your networker since that person is one of my responsibilities.
What is a Networker? Glad you asked! She is the person in your society who will receive all and any information from National and the information from the NJ District. This information then needs to be given to the current president of your society so she can be up-to-date on all the LWML happenings, new resources and helpful insights. It is titled, “The Congregation Connection,” which says it all.
I hope you will feel free to contact me and use me as an additional tool to get the word our about how blessed and wonderful LWML truly is! My email address is gvanette@sussex.cc.nj.us and telephone number is 973-300-9627. Don’t forget to keep MITES coming in! (Once an advocate for Mites, always one!)
GAY VANETTEN, CHAIRMAN
MISSION  GRANTS  UPDATE 

I would like to thank all LWML members in the NJ District for their generous donations. As of this date we are into the 4th grant, which is SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LEADERS & LEARNERS. It is a $5,000 grant, but if all the donations come in as they are presently, it shouldn’t be long until this grant is paid. The Mission Grants, which have already been paid, are the following: 

Project 1—Support the Ministry of Healing the Children Midlantic, Inc.
Project 2—Provide Telephone Service to the Helping Hand Pregnancy Center, Newton, NJ
Project 3—Blind Ministry Equipment Repair—LCMS World Missions
I need all the LWML members’ help on payment of Quarterly subscriptions for 2001. There are a lot of societies who have not paid for their subscriptions. It is very important that these subscriptions be paid for two reasons. Each society is responsible for the quarterlies they receive. More importantly, when the 2000 convention was held, we took money from the Quarterly account to pay for the biennium projects we hadn’t completely funded. Currently we have subscription payments of $2,132 still outstanding. As a reminder, the quarterly prices are $4.00 per year, NOT the old price of $3.00. If your society has not paid for their 2001 subscriptions, I urge you all to send in your payment. Please, it is very important that this be done.
I still have societies sending their donations to me at my old address in Clifton. Please use my correct address as listed in this newsletter. Soon the post office will stop forwarding the mail and these donations will be returned to you.
Again thanks to all whom have been so generous in their donations.
JOAN ZEIGLER, TREASURER

	GREETINGS  FELLOW  MISSIONARIES! 

Spring is upon us and with it comes a time of planting for farmers and landscapers. For Christians it is always a time of planting. In the parable of the sower we read about the farmer sowing the seed in a variety of places. The farmer casts the seed in rocky places, along the path, among the thorns and, last of all, in the good soils. Of course, the seed is the word of God and the sower is a Christian sharing the Great News of Jesus. We may compare the places where the seed falls to the hearts of people.
Now a farmer would never waste his precious seed by throwing it among the rocks or thorns. See is expensive and the whole idea is to make a profit at harvest time. Wouldn’t he find the best soil or remove the rocks or use pesticides to kill the thorns? Apply this to our spreading the Gospel seed. How can we prepare the hearts of people to receive the Great News?
The Lighthouse Outreach plan has the simple game plan of talking to God about your neighbor before you talk to your neighbor about God. Every conversion is a miracle of God as the Holy Spirit “opens the hearts of the people to respond to the Gospel.” When we enter into battle to rescue souls from the devil we can call on Almighty God to go before us and prepare the hearts of the people to hear the precious seed of the Gospel.
Our mission team that goes to Honduras each year prepares the hearts of the people through acts of love and compassion. We supply dental, medical and optical care first. After that we tell them the message of salvation through faith in Christ. The old saying holds true, “People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.” In four days we shared the Gospel with over 2,000 people on an individual basis. The vast majority of these people were open and ready to hear the message. Many were believers and simply needed encouragement and prayer. Others were hearing the Gospel for the first time.
There is no greater thrill than to see the Gospel light up the bean of a new believer. Philemon 6 states, “I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you may have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
In closing, do whatever God leads you to do to prepare hearts to receive His word. Pray for the lost, show love to all and sow the precious seed wherever you go. God bless you!
PASTOR TIMOTHY J. PHILLIPS, COUNSELOR
NEWS  FROM OUR  SOCIETIES
Every November we hold our annual bazaar at Grace Lutheran Church, Livingston. Proceeds are utilized to support our church, the youth group and Sunday School. In addition, a selected seminary student benefits each year from a monetary gift for Christmas. In the student’s thank you note this year, he stated that it was enough for a jacket and a pair of boots.

I also have a little story to share with you. A friend’s three-year-old granddaughter, Amanda, cried every Sunday while attending church with her mom. Upon questioning, her mother learned the child was disappointed because she didn’t meet Jesus. The mother and Pastor attempted to console her but the child still questioned why she couldn’t meet Jesus, since she met Santa, as well as the Easter Bunny.

The following Sunday, the pastor again noticed the little girl questioning her mom. So he inquired what Amanda wanted to know. The mother informed him that the same question was posed. The pastor asked what the mother had told the little girl. The mother’s response was, “Oh, I told her that Jesus was on a very long business trip.” This satisfied Amanda, who replied, “Oh, just like daddy.”

Submitted by
Rene Fiedler, Grace Lutheran Church, Livingston

MISSION-MINISTRY  VISION

	Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds... let us encourage one another. 

Hebrews 10:24,25
	Is your society having difficulty defining its purpose and focus? Are you having difficulty developing local leaders? Would you welcome assistance to explore various structures, or to plan effective spiritually motivated programs? If you answered yes to any of the above questions. have we got hope for you! 

We have a new resource called Mission-Ministry Vision (MMV), which has specially trained consultants to help societies and zones with various problems such as those above. Our consultants are two women you know well, Sue Epper and Judy Barnes, both past presidents of our district.
Each society will be receiving a letter in the mail detailing this exciting program. The process begins with the society contacting the consultant. Then, the group’s representatives meet with the consultant to define needs, objectives and expectations. The consultant serves the group as it looks for ways to be in mission in its own community, explores models for group structure and plans motivating programs. A good way to introduce this program would be at a zone rally.
You may also contact Judy Barnes @ 973-889-9263 or Sue Epper @ 973-300-9044.

	Speakers, Videos, Topics Galore 

Need a speaker for your next zone rally? Want to try something completely new at your next meeting? I know there have been some excellent speakers at rallies around the state. because I’ve heard many of them. If you have recently had a program that inspired you, motivated you or just touched your heart, share it with everyone. If you email, fax, call or write me with the information, I publish it.
To start off our data bank let me first list Jeanne Gerlach at Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey. She’s the Coordinator of Volunteer Services and she has a terrific presentation on the focus and scope of this vital organization. She can give your group information on how you can help them in small ways with donations of everyday items, to big ways such as helping to landscape one of their facilities. They also have a speaker’s bureau with a tong list of topics you might find interesting to your particular group. Call them at 609-585-0400.
Next, the Raritan Zone recently had Mary Novello, Community Relations Director for the Seamen’s Church Institute of NY & NJ, speak to us about their work with seamen (and women) in the ports of NJ & NY. They’re based in Elizabeth and have a three-fold mission. They provide training, legal assistance and spiritual counseling. Many of these seamen come from Asia and don’t see their families very often. Many are not prepared for work in northern climates and can’t afford to buy warm clothing. Your group can help by knitting scarves & hats and collecting magazines & toiletries. You can also take a tour of the facility, host a Port Watch Night for your youth group, or tour a ship. Mary is married to an Episcopalian minister and is a great speaker. Contact her at 908-589-5828.
Finally, our group at Village Lutheran Church ordered the Sister-to-Sister video and Bible study program. It details a program where women visit women missionaries all over the world to help them and learn about their work. It is a moving video with many women, including a few faces from LWML, from all over the US experiencing first hand real mission work. There is a series of Bible studies that goes with it that could be developed into a retreat program or spread out over several meetings, or used individually. Contact me at 609-971-8286.
Susan Donnelly, Editor
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