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	JUDY KNEBEL, GOSPEL OUTREACH CHAIR
KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT CONVENTION
Our keynote speaker from National will be Judy Knebel, Seattle, who is currently the Vice President of the Gospel Outreach Committee. Judy has been active in LWML on a local, zone, district and national level for many years. Also speaking during the convention will be Pastor Klettke, President of the NJ District LCMS. A big supporter of the LWML, many of you will remember him dropping by the Retreat this past November. Jeanne Gerlach, Lutheran Social Ministries, will be there to accept the ingathering and give us information on LSM and how these gifts will be used.
“Gifts of the Heart” is the new name for ingathering. The gifts we will he collecting this year will be for the refugee program. A list of the necessary items will be in your second convention packet.
Don’t forget to review and vote on the by-law changes in your society so your delegate knows how to vote.
The banquet will focus on music and joyful noise. South Jersey Zone has a few possibilities for musical guests. I guess you’ll have to come to see what they finally pick. No matter what or who, there will be singing!
Remember the convention is May 3 & 4 at the Wyndam Hotel in Mount Laurel hosted by the South Jersey Zone. Remember your Bibles & cameras.
There will he more information mailed to the societies, so watch your mail & mark your calendars! See you there!
Spring Rally Schedule Set
Raritan Zone - April 14 at Redeemer in Manchester
Lakeland Zone - April 21 at King of Kings in Mountain Lakes
Northeastern Zone - April 21 at Zion in Maywood
Mid-Eastern Zone - April 21 at St. John’s in Bloomfield
South Jersey Zone - No Rally
FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Here I sit with nimble fingers, ready to write my last article as your district president. There are so many things I would like to share with all of you. The time of my presidency has flown by so quickly. It seems like only yesterday when I said yes to take the position as your leader. There were some changes made, not too drastic I pray. Thank you to the Board of Directors for their devotion and service to the Lord. They were a huge help to me during these past four years. I pray that they will step up to the plate and say Yes when asked to take any office, whether it be in your local society, zone or district.
Have you sent in your registration for the convention? Plan now, as it will be “A Joyful Experience.” The LWML 60th anniversary celebration will be held at the banquet, cake and all. We are asking if you have hats and gloves to please wear them at the banquet, just like 60 years ago. A special anniversary offering will be gathered on Saturday morning.
Being a district president meant I had to learn to use the computer! What fun I had and what mistakes I made. Wow! I’m getting better at it now. One lasting impression I left with national was that we, the NJ District, were at the tail end to get online. You should have heard the applause and cheers when I announced we were online. Now that’s progress.
I'd like to share something with you I received on my email:
A little boy is telling his grandma how everything is wrong. School, family problems and severe health problems. Meanwhile, grandma is baking a cake. She asks her grandson if he would like a snack, which, of course, he does.
“Here have some cooking oil.”
“Yuck,” says the boy.
“How about a couple of raw eggs?”
“Gross, Grandma!”
“Would you like some flour then? Or maybe baking soda?”
“Grandma, they’re all yucky!”
To which Grandma replies: “Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves. But when they are put together in the right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake! God works the same way.
Many times we wonder why He would let us go through such bad and difficult times. But God knows that when He puts these things all in His order, they always work for the good! We just have to trust him and, eventually, they will all make something wonderful!”
God is crazy about you. He sends you flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning. Whenever you want to talk, He’ll listen. He can live anywhere in the universe, and he chose your heart. If you like, send this on to the people your really care about, I did. I can feel your smile warming my world already! Hope your day is a “Piece of Cake!”
May God Bless
Love, Eleanor Hoffmann, NJ District President
The Pastor’s Corner

	"I serve a risen Savior, He's in the world today..."
	Easter Sunday is the day that we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is a day when we put on our best, and perhaps newest clothes, we make sure our kids are dressed properly and it’s off to church we go. We sing the Easter hymns and greet our friends before and after the service. Usually the attendance on Easter is higher than normal and you might see people you haven’t seen since the Christmas Service.
Perhaps we should look little deeper into the life of our resurrected Lord and remember what it cost Him to take away the sins of the world. We are reminded that He was the very Pascal Lamb which was sacrificed to pay the price for our wrongdoings. It had to be this way because you and I are unable to save ourselves. He suffered and died a painful death on our behalf and in doing so he completed his task here on earth.
Easter made eternal life possible for all who believe in Him. As one of our favorite hymns states, “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today. He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today.” Let us live every day as if it were Easter morning and praise God from the bottom of our hearts. Let us always remember that He gave us His best... we should do no less.
Pastor Casady
 

	Mission Grants
Our District Convention is quickly approaching. Just a reminder to all societies to get their mites in. We are cutting it close with meeting our mission grant goal. Maybe you might consider an extra project or donation to help us meet our goal.
The proposed mission grants for the 2002-2004 biennium, which will be voted on at the upcoming convention, include the following;
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Holy Cross Lutheran School Bordentown, NJ to implement the new Voyages religious education program - $2,000.
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Emergency Medical Evacuation of Missionaries - $2,500.
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Curriculum for Chinese Bible Schools - $1,500.
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Volunteer Youth Ministry - Japan & Taiwan - $1,500.
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Sunday School material for Europe - $2,500.
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Purchase of computer & educational software for the Lutheran Home for Children in Jersey City - $4,000.
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Lutheran Bible Translators National Co-worker Training Scholarships - $5,000.
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Tri-State Lutheran Fellowship (NJ) - $1,000.
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Scholarships (3) for Pastoral Leadership Institute - $3,000.
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Our Savior Lutheran Church, Stanhope, NJ, to implement church audio/visual projection - $5,000.
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, to encourage young men to consider full time church work - $5,537.
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Outreach to Hispanic People in Metro Detroit - $2,000.
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Outreach to communities & Congregations in Transition - $2,500.
The above list is very brief. The convention packets, which you should have received, include this list with a small description. Please read them over as a group so that your delegate will have an idea for how your society feels. The grants will be presented at the convention, and then voted upon. So do your homework and be ready for this important task that we will be undertaking. See you at convention!
Ruth Ann Krueger, Vice-President Mission Grants
APRIL 30 MITE DEADLINE SET
We’re coming down to the wire. The closing date for sending in your mites is April 30. We are short a few hundred dollars for the Project Berea and then we need to think about African Immigrant Ministry in St Louis for $2,000 and the installation of the ramp at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of the Deaf, Clifton for $4,200.
As of March 2, 2002, we have collected $23,788.83 for the Biennium Mite Grants. When you have your spring rallies think about taking up a separate offering towards the money still needed. Always remember we are like the little engine that says, “I think I can, I think I can” and by golly the little engine made it up the hill. I know if we do a little soul searching and reach down deep in our pocketbooks we can find what is needed.
Have any of your congregations tried using the new children’s mite boxes? I had read an article in a recent issue of the Quarterly, which talked about the use of these boxes. I thought it might be a good idea at St. John’s to get our children mission minded at their young age. On LWML Sunday last October I asked Pastor Ziegler to give a children’s message on the mite box and what mites are. The children were so excited when they went to Sunday School and they asked if they brought their box filled could they receive another one. When they returned their boxes in December they received a sticker as a gift. The children of St. John’s Sunday School presented our LWML treasurer with $75.61. I was very proud of our children.
These boxes can be ordered from St. Louis and they come with a children’s sermon, the boxes and stickers. Think about using them in your congregation. The children at St. John’s learned a little bit about mission giving and also the children had fun saving their pennies. Once again 1 want to thank everyone for their generosity over the past two years.
Joan Ziegler, Treasurer
Send your mite money to Joan Zeigler, at 52 Mayflower Avenue, Clifton, NJ
Fall Retreat Set for November 16
The next retreat will be held on November 16, 2002. It will be at Crane’s Mill again since this seems to be a good location. The people there are very nice, the food is good and it’s not hard to get to. Attendance was up again this past fall, so you must like it as much as your officers do.
More information about the Retreat will be in the next newsletter.
Questions on Quarterlies?
Dues for quarterlies and the district newsletter are $5 per year per member & are due in January. Are you getting the correct amount? If you need to make changes, call Carolyn Engelken at 609-698-3390. Also, Quarterlies are available from National in Large Print.
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