NEWS RELEASE

Gettysburg resident began building a community, as well as relationships, in El Salvador
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity trip was life-changing for Jim Dunlop

GETTYSBURG, Pa. (Dec. 17, 2008) —Jim Dunlop views life from a different perspective after working side-by-side with Salvadoran families during a Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip.  Dunlop fully expected to work hard and change the lives of Salvadoran families for the better.  While these expectations were met, it came as a surprise that he was also strongly impacted by the experience.  
“Volunteering in El Salvador really grabbed my heart,” said Dunlop.  “One-third of the population of El Salvador lives in substandard housing, and by our American standards, the Salvadorans have very little.  In spite of that, the people we met were so generous and so excited to live in their own home.”
Dunlop traveled to El Salvador Nov. 1-9, to start the construction of a community of homes with families in need, thanks to an alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  Because it’s very difficult for landless Salvadoran families to own a home, Habitat for Humanity El Salvador has developed a holistic neighborhood model providing families with access to land, a house, basic services and social infrastructure such as green areas and a community center.  To support this movement, Thrivent Financial committed up to $1.3 million to Habitat for Humanity El Salvador to build a model community.  Eighteen months from now, there will be a new community with as many as 75 homes in Santa Ana, El Salvador, all supported by the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity alliance and built by hundreds of Thrivent Financial member volunteers.  
Dunlop, a Thrivent Financial Consultant serving Lutherans and their family members in Adams County, and 27 other service-minded Thrivent Financial representatives kicked off the construction of this new community in November, 2008.  For these representatives, whose job is to help people with their financial security, going to El Salvador to help more families buy a safe and affordable home put a whole new twist on that role.  Rather than meeting with clients in the office, the American volunteers cleared a large jungle-like field of brush and trees with machetes and pick axes, an area that will soon become the foundation for many families’ homes.  Some of the team also assisted local Salvadoran construction masons in building a community center by leveling dirt, digging trenches, and laying block walls.
As the field was cleared and the community center was built, relationships grew with the local Salvadorans.  The team enjoyed building with volunteers from a local Lutheran and a Presbyterian church, as well as with the partner families who will live in this community.  “I didn’t expect to find so many similarities between Americans and Salvadorans, including how dependent El Salvador’s economy is on the United States,” said Dunlop, “but I realized that people are people wherever you are!  They laugh the same, cry the same, have the same concerns and love for their families.  The language barrier is not really a barrier at all.”  
This team of volunteers also had the opportunity to put down their work gloves and have some free time to attend a Lutheran church service on Sunday, go on a boat ride, tour Mayan ruins, learn how to make a favorite Salvadoran food called pupusas, and spend a day on the Costa de Sol beach.

The nine-day experience in Central America invigorated Dunlop, and he plans to share this experience with as many people as possible to encourage others to get involved in similar service work and to raise awareness of the burden of poverty housing while building decent, affordable homes worldwide.  
“Going on an international volunteer trip definitely affects your passion for helping others,” says Dunlop.  “The experience will change the lives of those you serve and it will change you, too.” 

To be a part of this particular team, Dunlop was selected to represent his colleagues from the Pennsylvania Region of Thrivent Financial.  In order to qualify for this honor, he not only demonstrated outstanding business results, but also a strong interest in volunteering with Thrivent Financial members, including working on Habitat for Humanity homes in Pennsylvania.  Regular Thrivent Builds Worldwide trips aren’t just for exceptional employees, though—anyone can participate in a life-changing experience like this one. To learn more, visit www.thriventbuilds.com/worldwide.
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a four-year, $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International. The alliance makes Thrivent Financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies and aims to increase Habitat’s annual house production by hundreds of U.S. homes per year and more around the world. In 2008, more than 320 homes were built in 42 states and nearly 100 volunteer teams traveled to other countries or to select U.S. locations, such as the Gulf Coast, to build homes for families in need.  For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit financial services membership organization helping nearly 3 million members thrive in life.  Thrivent Financial and its subsidiaries offer a broad range of financial products and services including life insurance, annuities, mutual funds, disability income insurance, bank products and more.  As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial brings its members together for social, educational and volunteer activities that support congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more information, visit www.thrivent.com.

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 300,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1.5 million people. For more information, visit www.habitat.org. For more information on Habitat for Humanity El Salvador, visit http://www.habitat.org/intl/lac/62.aspx.
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PHOTO ATTACHED – CAPTION SUGGESTION: Jim Dunlop, a Thrivent Financial Consultant serving Lutherans and their family members in Adams County, helped build a community center and clear a field for future homes for families in El Salvador.  Dunlop traveled to Central America in November as part of a Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity trip.
Link to on-line journal one team member wrote about the trip to El Salvador: http://www.thriventbuilds.com/worldwide/journal/journal28.html


