Bethlehem, Sturbridge

News Notes for June 2006

And now, a Word from our Sponsor

I admit it, I am a full blown fan of The History Channel. Programs like Modern Marvels, Egyptian Pyramids, Ancient Ruins and just about anything historical will grab my attention to the point of making me oblivious to my surroundings: much to Lesley’s chagrin.

This morning, I watched a program about a little known battle of the second world war involving the northern most point of the Aleutian Islands which the Japanese actually held even though it was a possession of the United States. I watched as an eighty-five year old American veteran described the unbelievable difficulty in defeating the Japanese on that Island. 

I might have enjoyed it more if the hour program had not devoted almost twenty minutes to sponsor’s advertising. Five minute segments were broken into ten thirty second advertisers. I got to the point where I wanted to holler at the TV: I don’t want to start at the top with Blain and be a hairdresser – just get me back to the program.  Of course, without sponsors I never would see all these wonderful programs, so in all fairness I sit quietly for the most part and watch the parade of products that promise me greater happiness.

It got me to think about life, faith and our church and I began to realize that all of us here at Bethlehem-Sturbridge are sponsors: sponsors of a story about God. I began to wonder; are we good sponsors? Or are we the kind of sponsors that people want to put on ‘mute’? Are we half-hearted sponsors? Do our actions during the week belie what we say and do on Sundays? Are we willing to put our cash on the line so that our sponsorship of God’s message can be done more effectively? Do we ‘advertise’ the God we love in a way that grabs people’s attention, or are we simply one of several voices which people hear and then walk away to find meaning in life elsewhere?

I believe these are important questions in a world that is inundated with mass communications and has become used to having to ‘weed out’ hundreds of messages which come into our lives daily. And unless we do it well and become enthusiastic ‘sponsors’ we will simply become a moment in time where people get up to raid the refrigerator for something better to do.

Pastor Fred

FUN AT THE FAIR!!
 
Thanks so much for making the Family Fun Fair fun and profitable!!  We had a terrific day ~ clear weather, good fellowship, a steady stream of clients, and a great day at Bethlehem.  Some of our newest member came to share the day!!  We surpassed the total required by Thrivent, and we will be receiving $ 1,300 in matching funds, so THANKS for another great event!  
 
Mark your calendars now for the Fall Fun Fair – October 7th on the Sturbridge Common.  We will need more help that day, since we are going “on the road”, but we will be in a very busy location & we will continue to Fish For People, as we are called to do.  Bless you all!
The Fun Raisers
 
We will be hosting the Southbridge Interfaith Hospitality Network (SIHN) guests the weeks of June 25 and July 2. The Board of Directors for Interfaith will take responsibility for scheduling coverage during the week of June 25, and Bethlehem members will be responsible for coverage the week of July 2.  Please mark your calendars.  More information will be forthcoming.

Youth Sunday will be 6/11/06 at a 9:30 service - only one service that day.

Children should be in church at 9:00 AM for practice.

YOUTH BREAKFAST will be held Father’s day, June 18th at 10:45am.  Please supportthe your,they depart on July 3 for San Antonio.  Check out the OFFERING BOARD and help the youth with their offerings for San Antonio.

FROM PASTOR KEN BEAN:  

Could we have one or two contact persons from Bethlehem for some Lutheran Home/LSS committees?

1)  We need someone from Bethlehem to attend a meeting on Tues., June 27 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran in Worcester as the LSS Fund Committee meets to continue shaping plans for a fall mystery dinner theater which is planned for Friday, November 3rd. The event is a fun fund raiser for the Lutheran Home, Florence House, Emanuel Village and the Worcester LSS programs.   This contact person would communicate plans for the event to Bethlehem and encourage ticket sales, as well as ads in a program booklet.  This Committee will likely meet 3 other times before the event.  So it is four one hour meetings between now and Nov 3 and some home work of communication within Bethlehem.  

 

2) Our other need is for someone from Bethlehem to become part of our Lutheran Home Program Committee which meets every couple months -- usually on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.  This committee is a communication team to area congregations from the Home and sometimes gets involved in planning events benefiting the residents or staff of the Lutheran Home.  Ultimately, we would like the Program Committee to include a representative from each congregation in the conference.  This Program Committee is next meeting Wed. June 7 at 3:30 at the Lutheran Home!  That's soon!  
  Anyone available on that short a notice??
 

This committee will be in an exciting place in the coming months as the home considers its plans for some serious building changes.

 

If you have any names to suggest, please let me know or ask them to call me (508-943-2762), if they have questions.  Thanks for your help on this!

 

Peace!  Pastor Ken Bean 

Christian Education meeting Tuesday, June 6th at 7:30, in Kline Hall.

VIDEO GAMES COLLECTION - We need your help! The Sunday School children are engaged in a service project to help share video games that are no longer used because the owner has outgrown the game system. We are interested in collecting video systems that are in good working order. Please include all attachments needed and game cartridges. Smaller Game Boys are ideal because they need no other video screens. We are hoping to share these with the Interfaith Hospitality children who might not have such an opportunity. Please bring them in to the 3rd – 6th grade class children.

Be sure to visit our website a www.lutheransonline.com\bethlehemsturbridgema <http://www.lutheransonline.com/bethlehemsturbridgema> . It is kind of a long name, so you can find it by googling "Bethlehem Sturbridge". Once you get to the site be sure to save it in your favorites for easier access!!

We still need your input and content on the site, and it will be "under construction" until that happens. Click on the "contact the webmaster" button (or just email Mike W.!!) and:

*
Let us know what it means to you to be a member of Bethlehem.

*
Let us know what you can provide us for the History page.

*
Youth content is still missing. Please let us know what you can tell us about the Youth programs we provide at the church .... it's desperately needed.

 It is called the world wide web for a reason. Recently we got a hit from someone overseas inquiring about a distant lost relative who was mentioned on the site. This is our portal not only to the Bethlehem community, but to the entire world as well, and obviously, people are watching!! So provide us with the content you want the entire world to know about Bethlehem!!!

Directions for cleaning the church have been provided to Mike W. from Jim Fischer, and will be shortly posted on the website for easy access. Be sure to ask for a paper copy if you need one.

Support our Youth – Buy stock $10 a share.  In return you will receive a postcard from San Antonio, an invitation to a stockholders dinner in the fall and the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped the youth experience a once-in-a-lifetime event.  See Lesley for stock any Sunday..

CHRIS ED Dates to remember:

Sun, June 4th - Last day of Sunday school classes.  Last day for two services.

Sun, June 11th - FIRST DAY GOING TO ONE SERVICE (9:30). YOUTH SUNDAY.

JULY 24 - JULY 28  VBS Week!  Theme: "The Gospel Express".  The starter kit is in

    and the creative ideas are already flowing!  

Sept. 10th - Since the Bishop will be attending service, we decided to kick off Sunday 

    school afterwards with our "Ice Cream Social & Registration" in Cline Hall.  This will 

    also be the LAST DAY OF ONE SERVICE.

Sept. 17th - FIRST DAY OF TWO SERVICES. (8:30&11)  First day of Sunday school 

    for 2006-2007. We are planning classes for the same time as this year (9:45-10:45)

Please remember to pray for Jared Wimberly while in Iraq.  Also, please add Jeff Polizoti (step-son of Kathryn Polizoti) as he trains and prepares to go to Iraq.

2006 GLOBAL MISSIONS EVENT July 27-30 @ UMass Amherst.  For more information log onto www.nesynod.org.  See poster in the Narthex.

CALUMET – There is still room in resident camp for the summer of 2006.  Check the bulletin board in Cline Hall for Calumet News.  

The BLC Recipe Book project has been revived.  Please drop off or mail your favorite recipes and if you would like, add a few words or anecdote about who, why or when that recipe was so special to your family.  We will target getting all the recipes in & begin to plan how to publish them.  Start looking NOW!

FINANCIAL UPDATE:

General Funds 04/01/06                    $  373.56

Income                                               15,830.32

Expenses                                           12,276.90
General Funds 04/31/06                  $  3,926.98

                                                    Outstanding Bills:                                                    due
                                                    Synod benevolence                    $2000.00               5/1

                                                      Medical Reimbursement               573.46               4/1

                                                      MIF                                          6109.87               5/1

                                                      Assembly                                    500.00                5/1

                                                                                           Total $9183.33

CALENDAR

Sundays, 9:30 AM – ONE SERVICE, JUNE 11 thru SEPTEMBER 10

              10:45am--Coffee Fellowship

Sunday, June 4 – Last day of Sunday School, Pentecost, Confirmation

Tuesday, June 6 – 7:30pm Christian Education 

Sunday, June 11 – One Service returns – Youth Sunday

Tuesday, June 13 – 7:15pm Church Council

Sunday, June 18 – 10:45am Youth Breakfast in Cline Hall

Monday – Friday, July 24-28 - VBS

Sunday, September 10 – Bishop Payne visits

Sunday, September 17 – Two Services return

Saturday, October 7 – Fall Fun Fair on the Common

WORSHIP HELPERS FOR THE FIRST SERVICE

June

	Date
	Ushers
	Reader
	Acolyte
	Coffee
	Flowers
	Janitor

	6/4
	Sonia & Mike Patota
	Sonia Patota
	Payton Darger
	Kathy Polizoti
	Kathy Polizoti
	

	6/11
	Children’s Service
	
	
	Tittel’s
	Tittel’s in memory of our Reiner
	

	6/18
	Diane & Jackie Crowe
	Melany Gronski
	Vickie Crowe
	
	
	

	6/25
	Jim & Cindy Hollins
	Cindy Hollins
	Alison Williams
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


If you would like to serve as an usher, reader, or acolyte for the 8:30 service or provide flowers or coffee and refreshments please see Sonja Tittel, she would be very happy to have your help.

VBS TICKETS ON SALE SOON for - The Gospel Express!

The Gospel Express will be at Bethlehem Lutheran Church July 24th-28th

Arriving Nightly:      5:00pm (with dinner service)

Departing Nightly:   8:00pm (after refreshments)

Staff positions are still available for helping kids enjoy the greatest ride by His side!

GOSPEL EXPRESS

VBS
REGISTRATION FORM

Parent Name(s)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Home Phone………………………………………………………………………Email……………………………………………………………………………….


Child’s Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Sunday School Grade Just Completed……………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Child’s Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Sunday School Grade Just Completed……………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Child’s Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Sunday School Grade Just Completed……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Will you join us for supper?  Please Circle which nights.  M   T   W   T   F     How many?……………………….

Any known food allergies?……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Any Special Needs we should be aware of?………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Drop your registration at the Church office today!

Any questions?  Contact Jen Herrmann, VBS director, (508) 347-9150
















