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NJ LWML Convention
The convention is coming May 5 & 6 at the Quality Inn in Toms River. The theme is based on 2 Corinthians 3:17 which reads Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." Helen Bice, National Vice President of Human Care is our keynote speaker for Friday night's banquet.

The Raritan Zone is busy organizing the biennial event, which will be held in a different location this year. We listened to your comments about having it at a facility without steps.

LWML will be electing a VP for Mission Projects and a recording secretary, plus we'll need to find a replacement for Pastor Minnix whose term as counselor is over. There'll be singing, worship, a few meetings and great displays, but mostly a chance to meet new friends and renew old friendships.

The ingathering will be for Lutheran Social Ministries. Packets will be for immigration & refugee programs. Details will follow.

Registration forms will be in the next newsletter along with times and registration fees. There will also be a "What To Do in Ocean County" information table so those bringing family or spouses can line up some activities for them. Make a weekend of your trip to the shore. More news will be coming soon. Mark the days on your calendar. Hope to see you there!!!

Your President's Message
Y2K ***** R U Ready?
We've Prepared ----- We're Ready

Y2K, With God there will be no disruptions in membership and services.

A quote from a 1999 newspaper: "In addition to preparing for Christmas, Chanukah and New Year's this year, Americans would be wise to add Y2K to their holiday lists." With all the hoopla about Y2K.... it has many people scared to death. It surely must have happened when 1900 rolled around, but not with all the computer technology and surely a vision of doom was there, too. On the other hand, there are those of us who know that the change of the year of 1999 to 2000 will bring a real challenge. Remember Marta? "Character all her own"... from the National Convention in Minneapolis, told us her version of Y2K, namely, "Yes to the King!"

For our part, we LWML'ers welcome the 21st century by being prepared. Our LWML - Lutheran Women in Mission - catalog has inspirational and educational materials available for you in preparing to serve the Lord when you say yes.

Did you miss the NJ District Retreat at Star Lake, Bloomingdale? The topic was "Weathering Life's Storms." Whether it be failure, worry, guilt, sadness, trouble or indecisiveness, always remember "The Lord will keep you from all harm, He will watch over your life" Psalm 121:7. In attendance were 23 LWML members. We thank our district counselors, Pastor Roy Minnix and Pastor Barry Casaday and Lillian Burrows, our district Christian Growth chairman, for a smooth running retreat. We thank God for the beautiful warm weather which only He could supply for our "weathering life's storms." Amen.

New Jersey District Convention---
The executive committee invites all members to attend the LWML District Convention on May 5 & 6, 2000, to be held in the Quality Inn, Toms River. Helen Bice, vice President of Human Care, will be the keynote speaker, representing the national LWML. Helen is from Odgen, Iowa. There will be some changes made.... So come see for yourself firsthand.

Have you read the winter 1999 Quarterly? There are many articles and Bible studies; there is a special 2000 LWML service of Praise and Thanksgiving... "Free in Christ, Free to Be," on pages 19-26. Speak with your pastor if it can be done on a Sunday morning.

When a snail crossed the road, he was run over by a turtle. Regaining consciousness in the emergency room, he was asked what caused the accident.
"I really can't remember," the snail replied. "You see, it all happened so fast."
 Eleanor's comment to the joke above:
Be Ye neither as slow as the snail or the turtle in answering Y2K ----- Be prepared and be ready to serve the King.

May God Bless!
Eleanor Hoffman
News Briefs
At the LWML Convention this past summer. the name of the Mission Projects Committee was changed to Mission Advocacy and Grants (MAC) Committee.

Serving on the committee this term will be our own Judy Barnes, a district past president and friend to all. Keep up the good work. Judy!

National has also formed a Mission Ministry Vision Task Force to assist local women's groups to reach out by: defining their purpose & sharpening mission focus, exploring various structures, planning effective spiritually motivated programs, and developing local leaders. Sue Epper and Judy Barnes have applied.
Mission Projects SOS
Thanks to your Mites, we have finished paying project six. But we only have until the convention to complete this biennium's goal. Remaining are projects 7-9, which total $10,7se projects are in order: Lutheran Mission in Emburga, Latvia, $5,000; Lutheran Doctrine to the Japanese People, $5,000 and Laborers for Christ Program Assistance, $Assistance, $760. As you can see, our Mites are a very important part of many lives. Please continue to fill your mite boxes. Then remember to turn it into your local society at your monthly meetings.

Please pray for the above projects, for the individuals who will benefit from our mites, and for the Lord's blessings on all the Mission Projects. THANK YOU, DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST!

Gay VanEtten, Vice President Mission Projects/Mission Service
Idea Bank
The Atlantic District of the LWML had some great ideas in their spring issue of "The Candlestick". It was an IDEA BANK. These were ideas sent in by members all over the district of Ideas that added sparkle to their LWML gatherings. Here's some highlights.

Each member buys or makes a small gift. Wrap it beautifully and auction off all the gifts at a meeting. ($3 max.) Bidding is on wrapped package. Proceeds go to mites.

Bring in old photographs (baby pictures, school pictures, graduation, wedding photos) and place them on a large table. Number all photos and ask people to try to guess the identity of each photo.

Tell of an angel who crossed your path. We were amazed how many times we were angels to each other!

Keep a mite box on the table. When a member comes in late or talks (out of turn) at a meeting, they must put a quarter in the mite box.

"Video Night"... These can be educational, spiritual, or entertaining. LWML, ML & Lutheran Brotherhood have a number of suggestions. Videos of Contemporary Christian musicians and Christian comedians are very popular. Don't forget the popcorn!

These are just a few. Maybe you have some ideas you've tried in your group. Send them in and well share them with everyone.

Make Missions Meaningful & Fun
Are you looking for an innovative and different way to motivate mission participation, or an interesting way to create excitement as we strive to meet that mite goal? In light of the $10,760 we have yet to raise for this biennium here are some ideas that have been shared by LWML groups across the nation.

Observe Dimes for Missions Sunday the first Sunday of the month. On that day, all loose dimes in the offering plate go to a specific project. Publicize that project with a special flyer in the church bulletin.

You can serve muffins at the coffee hour on LWML Sunday. Additional muffins can be made available to buy by the dozen. All donations and muffin sale money will go toward a special project or toward your mission goal. Call it Mitey Muffin Sunday.

Place a large Lucite or transparent tube about three feet tall in the church entry. Members are encouraged to drop money in and watch the tube fill for a particular project. Run this collection for a specified period of time.

Take a Mission Walk with fellow members. Give so much per mile toward a special Mite project You might ask non-walkers to pledge an amount per mile.

Good luck, and remember prayer should be an important part of all your plans and activities.

Our deepest sympathy goes to our Counselor Pastor Casaday on the loss of Jackie, his wife and our friend.

We look to the scriptures, as always, for our strength.
"I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is our time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy."
John 16:20-22
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
Spectacular Weather for Star Lake Retreat
The weather was glorious, especially for November as twenty4hree women from around the state gathered at Star Lake, in Bloomingdale, a Salvation Army facility, on November 19-20 to share God's Word.

Our morning session was outside on the deck overlooking the lake. The time spent with our new friend on our Emmaus walk in the woods was a special time. We sang, prayed and shared our faith and concerns. What a blessing!! Thank you to Lillian Burrows for putting this event together.

Next fall we are planning a retreat at Crane's Mill in West Caldwell. It will probably be only for the day, so maybe more of you can attend. This senior living facility is also a terrific place for gatherings and is operated by Lutheran Social Ministries. So keep watching for details. 

 Editor's Corner
Thanks to Carolyn Engelken for contributing the article on the Retreat. All contributions are greatly appreciated.

I liked the idea bank from the Atlantic District as published on the previous page, don't you? We're always looking for way to make the monthly meetings a little different. It's terrific to have new ways to collect for mites that are fun, too.

It's also been suggested to have each society send in to the newsletter their list of officers (what time of year you elect new officers would be helpful, too). Please. state your full church name, names and phone numbers of officers (addresses wouldn't hurt) and what zone you belong to. Then, as editor, I can interview societies around the state and feature one each issue.

The newsletter still goes officially nameless. You're going to have to think harder about this. Something about New Jersey and Lutherans would be good. I realize, of course, that no one thinks of Lutherans and New Jersey in the same thought, but... I know you can come up with something fitting.

Susan Donnelly, Editor
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