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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!
Joyful we will be at the New Jersey District LWML Convention to be held on May 3 & 4 at the Wyndam Hotel in Mount Laurel hosted by the South Jersey Zone. Our guest speaker from national will be Judy Knebel, Vice President for Gospel Outreach from Seattle. The ingathering will be household items for refugees as outlined by Lutheran Social Ministries.
Also happening at the convention will be a short session from your district board representatives on their education and experiences at the National Assembly of Leaders and how each of us can apply this material to our own zones and societies.
New district bylaws modeled after national bylaws are being mailed to each society so that they can be reviewed, and discussed by the members prior to the convention. With everyone aware of the changes, this should then translate into a quick and painless vote on the bylaws.
The banquet will focus on music and joyful noise. The South Jersey Zone has a few possibilities for musical guests. I guess you’ll have to come to see who or what they finally pick. No matter what or who, there will be singing!
There will be more information mailed to the societies, so watch your mail & mark your calendars! See you there!
 

Mission Grants
We’re getting closer to our goal. Grant #6 is Project Berea, Bethesda Lutheran Home in Watertown, WI. This grant is for $2,000 and it’s almost 50% funded. Remaining are the grants for African Immigrant Ministry in St. Louis for $2,000 and the grant for the installations of a ramp at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of the Deaf for $4,200.
The end of our biennium is almost here and we need to boost our mite contributions and also send them in promptly to district so we can keep a running total of what is still needed. Please be generous. These causes are so worthy. Send your mite money to Joan Zeigler, Treasurer at 52 Mayflower Avenue, Clifton, NJ 07013.

	From Your President
Oh no! It couldn’t happen in America! Not in my country! We will always remember September 11, 2001, just as we will always remember December 7, 1941 and the terrible day on which that attack occurred. Pastor Casaday and I were on our way to a Circuit One meeting for the Pastors. I was asked to give a report on the Synodical Convention, as I was a district delegate. We received the tragic news of the World Trade Center from the pastors who arrived minutes later. The meeting was art short, as there were pastors who had members that worked in the area of the World Trade Center.
The prayers, signs and sounds of “God Bless America” showed that God is everywhere. “America’s Songbird,” Kate Smith, first sang God Bless America in 1938. How wonderful it is that it can have so much meaning today.
Up the street from my home I could see the World Trade Towers shining like two buildings of gold when the late afternoon sun shone on New York City. Now there is nothing but a hole in the skyline. Please keep the workers at the site and all the families who lost loved ones in your prayers.
On another note, coming up May 3 & 4 is the New Jersey District Convention, less than four months away. Make plans to join us as we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the LWML.
I was very happy with the turnout for the Retreat. Everyone had a great day. Reverends Casaday and Phillips lead the program “Hooked on Jesus.” New Jersey District LCMS President, Reverend Kiettke, was a surprise guest speaker bringing us up to date on District happenings. Pastor Klettke joined us in the Bible study and also for lunch where many members got to know him better. We’re all looking forward to the next retreat. Thank you Lillian Burrows for all the work you put into the retreat. We certainly got “Hooked on Jesus.” AMEN.
May God Bless
Love,
Eleanor Hoffmann, NJ District President
	"Coming up May 3 & 4 is the New Jersey District Convention, less than four months away. Make plans to join us as we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the LWML."

	News from the Societies
Holy Cross in Bordentown has come up with a good idea for increasing Mite Contributions. Any time your society has a fund raiser, why not consider tithing? Take 10% of your profits and send it in with your regular mite contributions.
Just think of the impact this would have on our Mites if every society did this, even if they did it only once a year. All these pennies, nickels, dimes and dollars mount up.
Bring it up in your next meeting. See what your members think.
 

Still Needed
We still need a district historian. This is such an important job, keeping track of all these great memories from conventions and retreats.
Also we need someone who is capable of taking records (minutes, treasurer’s reports, etc.) and burning them to CD’s for storage to reduce the amount of archives collected over the years. I bet one of you has a child or grandchild who could do this for us with your help. Contact Eleanor Hoffmann if you can help.
The Pastor’s Corner

	"And, it struck me this year, that although all the candles have been lit on the Advent wreath, including the Christ candle in the center, Advent is really not over! For Christians, the season of Advent will not conclude until Christ returns again."
	Advent Is Not Over!
The Advent and Lenten seasons of penitence and preparation offer the added bonus of many special devotional resources written and distributed for our use. By now, of course, we have completed our use of the Advent devotional booklets from this past year, even the ones that included some of the days of Christmas! Ais over, so that makes sense, doesn’t it? Actually, I’m not so sure!
I find myself a little sad at the end of Advent as I conclude some of the special meditational booklets, especially if they realty connected with me. It’s one of the times in the year when I’m a little better at keeping up with personal daily devotions and prayer. And, it struck me this year; that although all the candles have been lit on the Advent wreath, including the Christ candle in the center, Advent is really not over! For Christians, the season of Advent will not conclude until Christ returns again. The liturgical season of Advent, which is over, invites us to prepare and wait with hope and anticipation. We prepare to celebrate the fulfillment of the promised Messiah in the Babe of Bethlehem, and we are challenged to vigilance as we await His return in glory. In that latter sense, our Advent journey continues. Like Jesus’ disciples we are invited to watch and pray. We are warned to always be ready for the Lord’s return because we do not know when He will come. The invitation of the lifetime Advent season is to faithfully wait for the Lord The hope toward which we move is the fullness of Christ. The dawn for which we yearn is the day of Christ!
Advent isn’t really over! We continue to prepare and wait for the Lord’s coming! And, by the way, there is a special Advent booklet prepared for us to read and meditate on until His return. It was written by God Himself, His Holy Word, the Bible!
Pastor Dennis Krueger

	Thank You
A job well done!
I would like to thank the members of the Raritan Zone who so generously donated items as an Ingathering at the Fall Rally to fill Christmas stockings for children at the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota The Ladies Guild of Village Lutheran Church stitched 114 stockings to be filled with a mix of toys and personal hygiene products to be distributed through Rosebud.
With the help of both the zone and congregational members, we were able to ship four boxes of items weighing approximately 40 pounds each. Good work, ladies!
Susan Harnos, Raritan Zone President
 

Nominations Set
The date of nominations for officers has been announced.
President: Gladys Nesko
VP for Mission Service/Human Care: Charlene Elson and Sue Kiiffner.
For VP for Christian Life & Communications: Arlene Price and Gay VanEtten
For the 2004 Nominating Committee: Jennifer Bomgar, Peggy Russell, Ginger Starett, Ann Cornett, Sue Kiiffner Dolores Lenorski, Carolyn Engelken, Sue Harnos & Eleanor Hoffmann.
No Nominations yet for Young Woman’s Representative.
 

“Hooked on Jesus” a Huge Success
Everyone was “hooked” on the November retreat. With over 93 people attending and several special guests on hand, the daylong retreat was deemed a success. Pastors Casaday and Phillips led us through Bible passages and the resulting discussions.
Lillian Burrows, our District Christian Growth leader, led her faithful troupe of actors in the now famous “Disciple Stew,” as you can see in the picture below. Lillian also got us mixing it up with a few games. One of the mixers has a sheet of paper with activities listed in each block, such as milking cows or touching your toes. The object was to have different women sign beside some task they had accomplished. Honestly, 1 don’t think most people are aware of how many LWML’ers have ridden motorcycles.
Our special surprise guest was our New Jersey District President, Pastor Klettke. He spoke for a short time about what the district was doing, how he was adjusting and enjoying his new job and how special the LWML is to both the district and the church with all that they do. We truly enjoyed having him speak.
Pastors Casaday and Phillips alternated leading the Bible study. Pastor Phillips, who many of us hadn’t met, related stories about mission work which all of us found inspiring. This unfortunately, was the first and last time he’ll lead a Bible study since he is stepping down as counselor to take on different responsibilities. Pastor Casaday will be finishing his term with our convention. We will miss them both. They have both been terrific supporters of the LWML. God bless you both.
New Jersey District Officers
Eleanor Hoffmann, President
95 Hobart Avenue, Rutherford, NJ 07070
201-939-7648; 201-935-6879 FAX
emhoffmann@prodigy.net
Charlene Elson, VP Mission Education
24-8 Florence Tollgate, Florence, NJ 08518
609-499-1228 (h); 609-298-2880 (w)
Charleneelson@hotmail.com
Ruth Ann Krueger, VP Mission Service
125 Glasgow Terrace, Mahwah, NJ 07430
201-512-0020 (h); 201-529-2117 (w)
rak320@aol.com
Betty Rytter, Recording Secretary
253 Fairview Ave., Newton, NJ 07860
973-948-4255 (h); 973-579-0510 (w)
bettyrytter@compuserve.com
Janet Daelke, Corresponding Secretary
728 County Rt. 513, Pittstown, NJ 08867
908-753-4655
tjdaelke@sprintmail.com
Susan Donnelly, Editor
317 Bayside East Parkway, Forked River, NJ 08731
609-971-8286 (h); 732-842-0101x4 (w)
evsjdonn@aol.com
Rev. Barry Casaday
78 Hill Road, Allentown, NJ 08501-1411
609-758+8076 (h); 201-939-2386 Church
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lillian Burrows, Christian Growth
594 Hickory Ave., Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
201-797-3559
rlburro@aol.com
Cindy Hergenhan, Bylaws
612 East Passaic Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ 07003
973-338-8853
Barbara Giaquinto, Young Women
14 Mountain Road, Ledgewood, NJ 07852
973-927-2856 (h); 973-777-5355 (w)
Gladys Nesko, Nominating Comm.
8 Andover Court, South Hampton, NJ 08088-1323
609-859-0580
Gay Van Etten, Public Relations
146-1 Fredon Marksboro Road, Newton, NJ 07860
973-300-9627 (h)
gvanette@sussex.cc.nj.us
Carolyn Engelken, Quarterlies & Mite Boxes
109 Bloomfield Ave., Barnegat, NJ 08005
609-698-3390
NJ District Office
1168 Springfield Ave.
Mountainside, NJ 07072 / 908-233-8111
LWML National 800-252-LWML
lwml@lwml.org


 
