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9 New London Avenue 
West Warwick, RI 02893 

401-821-8888 

Celebrating Our 122nd Year 

July 2009 

Our Mission 
Statement: Emanuel 
Lutheran Church is 
an active Christian 
community embracing 
God's call to reach out 
with love and 
acceptance to all. 

In this edition: 

Deadline for  August  
newsletter is July  27th . 
Notices can be left in the office 
or emailed to Jean Golden at 
jcg60@charter.net 
Thank you! 

 
 
 
Pastor Stange’s Message 
 
Presiding Bishop’s Letter 
 
Parish Life Shepherds 
 
ROE 
 
YOE 
 
Did you Know? 
 
July Calendar 
 

Pastor Todd Stange 
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July 1, 2009 
 
Dear colleagues in ministry, 
 
As we approach the churchwide assembly, I am thankful for the thoughtful and respectful discussion at synod 
assemblies of the proposed social statement on human sexuality and the ministry policy recommendations. I 
am mindful, however, that we remain a church body that is not of one mind about these decisions, and that 
these continuing differences have raised concerns among some about whether we are headed toward a 
church-dividing decision. 
 
I am writing to express my shared, heartfelt commitment to the church’s unity, and, even more, my deep con-
fidence that this unity will not be lost. For this reason please join me in reflecting on the unity of Christ’s 
church that is the foundation both for our life together in the ELCA and our relationships with other Christians 
throughout the world. 
 
The unity of Christ’s church is God’s daily work through the Holy Spirit calling, gathering, enlightening and 
sanctifying us with the gospel. Sometimes, when I hear concerns about division in the ELCA, I worry that they 
express a fear that unity depends on the actions of church leaders or assemblies. Our unity, however, comes 
to us because God gives it freely and undeservedly in Jesus Christ. Although everyone in leadership shares 
responsibility for stewarding our unity in Christ, it will not be won or lost at the churchwide assembly in a ple-
nary session vote. Rather, it will be received as a gracious gift from God when the assembly is gathered each 
noon by the Word and Sacrament through which God gives us unity, making us one in Jesus Christ. 
 
We hold in common this confession that God makes us one in Jesus Christ, but it is not making this confes-
sion that makes us one. Rather, because God unites us to Jesus Christ in Baptism we are also united to each 
other in one body that transcends any other difference. Paul states this clearly. “For in Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). 
 
A marvelous insight into this unity was made recently during a Bible study as members of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) Executive Committee took turns reading Paul’s familiar words about the body of Christ in 
their own languages. The differences were fascinating. Several read, “all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body” (1 Corinthians 12:12). Others read, “all the members of the body, being many, are one 
body.” Our Bible study leader suggested that “though many” implies that our “many-ness” (that is, our diver-
sity or differences) is a problem that compromises the unity of the body of Christ. But, “being many” within the 
Body of Christ implies that diversity is unity’s strength, not its weakness. The witness of Scripture is that both 
unity and diversity are God’s gifts. There is one Spirit, one Baptism, one faith, one Lord of us all, but a variety 
of gifts and callings are given for the sake of the gospel and the common good. 
 
God’s gift of unity in Christ informs our life and witness together in the community of Christ’s church. Rather 
than approach the assembly apprehensively, I invite you to see it as an opportunity for faith-filled witness to 
the larger human family that struggles with division and yearns for healing and wholeness that is real and 
true. We live in a polarized culture that equates unity with uniformity and sees differences as a reason for divi-
sion. This moment, and our witness as a church body in the midst of it, deserves something better from us. 
We have the opportunity to offer the witness of our unity in Christ—diverse, filled with different-ness and dif-
ferences, broken in sin, and yet united and whole in Christ. This moment deserves the witness of a commu-
nity that finds and trusts its unity in Christ alone, engages one another with respect, and seeks a communal 
discernment of the Spirit’s leading  
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  Simply Giving Offerings Total Received    Total Needed   Surplus/Shortage 
 
June    6598.48   7051.50 13,649.98         17,016.16   (-3,366.18) 
 
Year to Date 42,363.40  62,530.68 104,894.08         110,605.02   (-5,710.94) 
 
*Based on five Sundays 

Emanuel’s Budget 

In recent weeks I have been re-reading Bonhoeffer’s Life Together where he writes, “God already has laid the 
only foundation of our community, because God has united us in one body with other Christians in Jesus 
Christ long before we entered into common life with them.” He says that other Christians who may be different 
and yet live by God’s call, forgiveness, and promise are a gift and a reason to give thanks. He continues with 
this remarkable insight about all of us and the unifying power of Christ’s forgiveness:  
 

Even when sin and misunderstanding burden the common life, is not the one who sins still a person 
with whom I too stand under the Word of Christ? Will not another Christian’s sin be an occasion for me 
ever anew to give thanks that both of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Jesus Christ? There-
fore, will not the very moment of great disillusionment with my brother or sister be incomparably 
wholesome for me because it so thoroughly teaches me that both of us can never live by our own 
words and deeds, but only by that one Word and deed that really binds us together, the forgiveness of 
sins in Jesus Christ? (Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, vol. 5, pp. 36-37.) 
 

Some may question why I am writing and wonder if this letter is advocating for a particular position on the 
questions before the churchwide assembly. It is not. Rather, it is an honest expression of my conviction that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God’s mission for the life of the world, and the members of this church deserve 
this witness from us: In Christ we are members of one body serving God’s mission for the life of the world.  
 
As we approach the Assembly, I invite you to join me in confident hope, grounded in Christ, where we meet 
one another not in our agreements or disagreements, but at the foot of the cross. We meet as we hear the 
Word, confess our faith, receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine, sing our praises to God, make our offer-
ings, and then go in peace, to share the Good News, remember the poor and serve the Lord. 
 
God is faithful. Christ is with us. By the power of the Spirit we are one in him. “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 
15:31) 
 
In God’s grace, 
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Words by Tim Long 
Music by Allen Pote 
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We had a wonderful Church Service and a fun picnic on Sunday. Thanks to all for at-
tending and your fellowship with Gloria Dei members.  They had a great time and we 
are looking into having another service and picnic in the fall.   
 
Please join us on Friday, July 17th  around 8:30 pm for a “Family Movie Night Under 
The Stars”.   Bring your chairs, blankets and snacks and relax watching a movie out-
doors on a warm summer night.  
 
Beginning in August we will once again start working on our “Operation Back Pack” 
for the homeless, so if you are “out and about” shopping for school supplies, keep an 
eye open for items to place in the backpacks:  Tooth brushes, tooth paste, deodorant, 
combs, brushes, hats, gloves, scarves, sweat pants, sweat shirts and blankets. 
 
Thank you for your love and support. 

WANTED: Soda, water, etc. bottles that have a deposit for CT or MA.  
We will turn them in and buy food for the Food Pantry. 

If anyone can make a meal for the Leddy’s this week, please call Laurie Phillips at 946-
0116 between 8:30am-12:30pm or e-mail at lollyladyp@aol.com . You can leave it in 
the refrigerator in the Parish kitchen and we will get it to the Leddy’s. 

Magazines and puzzles wanted: 
 

If anyone has any magazines to toss (examples-Good Housekeeping, La-
dies Home Journal, Family Circle, Woman’s Day, kids  highlights, etc.) or 
any 100-300 big piece jigsaw puzzles with all the p ieces they would like 
to get rid of, Laurie Phillips would like to take t hem to the nursing 
home. The residents (memory unit) like to look at m agazines over and 
over.  
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If you have not done so already, you need to get a copy of your Calumet invoice to 
Pat Johnson ASAP!  Her address is 5 October Trail Coventry, RI 02816. 
 
 

There will be a blood drive on Sunday September 6th.  More details to follow. 

Hammonasset! 
 

Join us for camping fun!! 
September 11 – 13 

Grades 9 – 12 
$45 per person 

 
Contact Bacon by 7/12 at bacon12@cox.net or 855-3277 or on Facebook 

The readers of Emanuel will be meeting on July 5, starting at 9:30 in Jacob’s Hall with a light brunch to 
discuss “The Practice of the Presence of God and The Spiritual Maxims” by Brother Lawrence. 
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POSTING AN ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
  

For the weekly reminder (Emanuel Herald) is sent out on Mon. or Tue.  All submissions must be 
received in the church office (preferably by e-mail) no later than Sunday morning.   Postings for the 
printed weekly announcement sheet must be received by the previous Sunday. 
 
For the newsletter:  Please send items to Jean Golden no later than the 24th of each month.  Email to: 
jcg60@charter.net or call 508-883-6831. 

Looking Ahead—Emanuel’ s Christmas Bazaar 
 
 

Our first craft night will be held on Thursday July  23rd 
This is for adults only.  We will meet in Jacob’s Hall at 6:30. 

All materials will be provided. 
Light snacks will be available.   

 
The 2nd craft night is scheduled for August 6th at 6:30 

More dates to follow in the fall. 
 
 

Please be on the lookout for things that can be put into the raffle baskets. 
You can bring them to church and give to Linda Maguire. 

 
Lastly, if you are a crafter — Remember it is never too early  

to start crafting for the Bazaar!  All donations welcome! 
 

Thank You!! 

Emily Rochon is very happy to announce her recent engagement with Bram-
Claeys.  Emily met Bram in Europe, where she has been living and working for Green-
peace since 2007.  The two plan to wed in June 2010 in Rhode Island, somewhere on the 
beach. 
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July 2009 

Sunday A.M. Schedule: 
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ADULT FORUM:  How Lutherans Interpret the Bible. 
Join us, 6:30-8:00 on July 6, 20, and 27 and August 3. 
 
Looking ahead—blood drive, September 6th 


