Sermon Christmas 2b 1-4-09
EMPTY HANDS FULL HANDS PART TWO
Last week we talked about the empty hands that are necessary to receive the Christ child, like the empty arms of Mary and Joseph, Simeon and Anna: those who had given up their lives for the child and awaiting his coming.  But there is a time when hands must be filled to come to the Christ.

This week is the Orthodox Christmas, or Epiphany, a celebration of the gift of light to all the world, and the giving of gifts to the Christ child.  This is a week of talking about worshipping the Christ Child with arms that are full.
The Magi – or Wise Guys as nieces and nephews called them -  didn’t come to the manger empty handed, even after years of searching, they did not say that their search and finding was enough.   They Brought thoughtful and expensive gifts, tools, for the Christ Child.  They brought Gold, I am sure very useful in the journey ahead of them, Frankincense – the Temple prayers were accompanied by the smoke of this resin, and Myrrh used to prepare bodies for burial .  In other words the Wise Ones gave Jesus all he would need for life on earth, for his role as priest in prayer for us and in his death as the sacrifice for us.
We cannot come to the manger empty handed either.  It is not enough to say to your Creator and Redeemer  “look at me!”  I am here in your house”   or “I take care of my house and my family”  Those are good and worthy duties as humans and creatures of God, but we still have the control in our hands, and have not given away what God has put into them.
In the old covenant we know that there were tithes AND offerings.  Tithes, such as that which Abraham and through him Levi and Aaron, gave to the King of Salem, a High Priest of the Most High God.  It was 10 percent of what God had given him, and even when he did not take the spoils of the war he just fought.  He gave in thanksgiving according to Genesis 14 and Hebrews, a tenth of the spoils, and the rest he gave to the King of Sodom, whose subjects, along with Lot, he had rescued.
In addition to this were the various offerings of various season, for various needs, such as the offering we read about last week to purify Mary and buy back Jesus from the Lord.
How can we do any less, knowing that God gave it all for us, this world our breath, and our eternal life.
In our world today the only really meaningful way to give to Christ is to give it way – out of your control.  This is why our annual budget consists not just of the needs of this congregation, but of missions beyond ourselves.  And if each one of us were to tithe – that is give 10%  Think of the good that could be done.   I pledge now publically to do just that – 10% of my income – what you pay me in salary and then some will be given to God’s work through Zion.  I ask you to be wise ones too and give God the resources that His Church can use to make a difference in the world.
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