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2010 Program Update for Lutheran Institutions
What’s coming
Thrivent Choice, an exciting new program launching in the spring of 2010, is designed to increase the number of Thrivent Financial members involved in directing charitable funds to organizations like yours. All organizations enrolled in GivingPlus can enroll in Thrivent Choice. The new program, which will be simple and easy to administer, features:
· Choice Dollars: Eligible benefit members can direct dollars to thousands of Lutheran nonprofit organizations and Lutheran congregations. Eligibility will be based on a member’s involvement and product ownership with Thrivent Financial. 

· Voting: All adult benefit and associate members will be able to “vote” to direct funds to a list of predetermined national charities.
what’s changing
GivingPlus will end at the end of this year due to low participation. As a membership organization, our goal is to offer programs that appeal to a broad range of members, and GivingPlus doesn’t. Fewer than 5 percent of members used the program in recent years. That’s a small amount of people directing a significant portion of Thrivent Financial’s charitable funds. 

phase-out funding plan
A phase-out funding plan is available to organizations that participated in GivingPlus in 2008 and/or 2009 and received an annual average of $2,500 or more in supplemental funds. Between Jan. 15 and June 30, 2010, eligible organizations can apply for a one-time “challenge grant” of up to 20% of your annual averaged gift. To qualify, organizations will need to raise twice the amount of their grant amount through personal contributions from donors.
How to Learn more
Thrivent Choice is still under development, and you’ll be hearing more as we get closer to launch. If you’re interested in receiving periodic updates, visit www.thrivent.com/ ThriventChoiceInfo to sign up. You also can view a five-minute video message from Chairman, President and CEO Bruce Nicholson at www.thrivent.com/gpvideo.
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