<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"><!-- saved from url=(0188)http://mail.wartburgseminary.edu/servlet/webacc/iu9gr8Oi1hncqrfJi3/GWAP/AREF/1?action=Attachment.View&Item.Attachment.id=1&User.context=iu9gr8Oi1hncqrfJi3&Item.drn=10518z3z0&Item.Child.id= -->
Lutheran Confessional Resources
On the Return of Christ 

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The Lutheran understanding of the final judgment is found in the Book of Concord, specifically the Augsburg Confession.  It is brief and straight forward and possibly to the surprise of many, anti millenarian.  That is to say, it contains no theology like that found in the “Left Behind” series.  It is important for congregation members to understand what is said in the Book of Concord because it contains the doctrines and understandings which their pastors are required to uphold in their teaching and preaching.  A final introductory word, each of these resources assumes a single second coming of Christ as opposed to the time line proposed by millenarians.  

 

A: Universal Creeds (Book of Concord, Pp 19-25) 

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The Reformers begin their confession of faith with the “Three Ecumenical Creeds.”: the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.   These creeds indicate how the new evangelical (Lutheran) church viewed itself: standing in unity with the ancient church.  The compilers of the Book of Concord itself understood the Augsburg Confession as a creed as well. The primary point for our consideration is how the creeds handle the return of Christ.  These creeds simply acknowledge Christ will return to judge the living and the dead and that those who are judged will enter eternal life. None of them speak of a primary Christian belief in a thousand year reign or any of the images or figures found in Revelation of Daniel.   

B:  Augsburg Confession: Article 17: The Return of Christ for Judgment. (Book of Concord, p 50) 

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The  main point here is that the elect (see also below the Doctrine of Predestination.) will receive eternal life and eternal joy on judgment day.

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The article also rejects the idea of a millennial reign of the righteous on earth prior to Christ’s return. Any establishment of a kingdom of God on Earth is rejected. (see also Doctrine of the Two Kingdoms below.) 

Article 16: Civil Affairs: The Two Kingdoms (Book of Concord, p 48) 

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The Lutheran Doctrine of the Two Kingdoms is contained in this article.  In short this article opposes the idea that a Christian could not participate in any form of civil or family life. The millennial idea of establishing an earthly Kingdom of God on Earth prior to Judgment is rejected on the basis of the passing away of this world, with all its institutions of course, when Christ establishes his Kingdom in glory. (see discussion in The Augsburg Confession, a Commentary, Leif Grane, pp166-180). 

Lutheran doctrine of Election (predestination) 

<SPACER size="36" type="horizontal"></SPACER>The doctrine of Election is found in the Formula of Concord: Epitome (BC 517-520 and Formula of Concord (BC 640-656)    The Lutheran understanding of election is one of ‘single election.” That is God elects people for salvation.  It is opposed to “double election” in which God also chooses some people for damnation.  Election is to be sought in the Word where it is revealed and the Word leads us to Christ  (BC, FC epitome 517, 7.)  Salvation for Lutherans lies in hearing the Word in the means of Grace. The doctrine is a comfort says Luther because it means that nothing can separate us from God. This doctrine defines the message of the Book of Revelation for Lutherans thusly;   we will pass through times of great trial and in the end the worst evil can throw at us is of no consequence to the elect who have heard the Word of God. 
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Gunter Gassmann and Scott Hendrix, Fortress Introduction to the Lutheran Confessions (Minneapolis: Fortress Press), 1999. 
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Additional Resources for Luther’s Theology and End times in the Reformation Era 

Paul Althaus, The Theology of Martin Luther Philadelphia: Fortress Press), 1966.  See especially Ch. 28: Eschatology 

James Kitttelson, Luther the Reformer (Minneapolis: Augsburg Press) 1986.

See entries on Thomas Muntzer 99189-191.  Muntzer wished to establish an earthly kingdom of the righteous.  Anabaptists pp241-243.  Luther felt that the Anabaptists were destroying the church by not allowing sinners into it.  Where then could one hear and experience the Means of Grace?
