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Jean Delafchell

5
William Fischer
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Roy Clemmens
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Kay Joslin
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Nick Burko
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Armin Fuhlbrigge
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Gene Stuemke
30
John Patrick Maguire

anniversaries

1 Glenn & Lee Waybright

5 Bill & Marge Limegrover

11 Bob & Beverly Groh

22 Al & Anna Klein

25 LeRoy & Pat Augustin

29
Jim & Jan Gygi


A Day of Gratitude and Friendship
Use article & picture

Returning Thanks

“Life-saving” was a popular extracurricular activity at Northwestern University during the second half of the 19th century. During four decades, students saved more than 400 people from drowning in Lake Michigan.


During a nighttime storm on September 8, 1860, Lady Elgin, a steamboat carrying 393 passengers, was hit by a lumber schooner. The steamboat sank, and 287 people drowned. Northwestern sophomore Edward Spencer swam out to offer aid and ended up rescuing 17 people.


Apparently the ordeal was so stressful that Spencer became delirious and was confined to a wheelchair for life. When he turned 80, Spencer was asked to share his most vivid memory of that tragic day. “Not one of the 17 returned to thank me,” he replied.


This is reminiscent of Jesus’ miracle in Luke 17:11-19. Only one of the 10 healed lepers returned to thank Jesus for restoring his physical health.


God made a tremendous sacrifice to rescue us. We can return thanks to him each day through our love and grateful obedience.


Update on Calling a Pastor

October 19, 2009


The search for a new pastor continues. Some of you may know that Pastor Matthew Tooman, turned down our call, indicating that he felt compelled to remain at his current position at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lincoln, NE. Subsequently, the congregation, at a meeting on Oct. 4, voted to go back to the President of the Florida-Georgia District with the two candidates that remained from the last vote, Pastor Jerrald Lawson and Pastor Rick Twenhafel, together with the name(s) of any nominees that members of the congregation might want to provide. Pastor James R. Tews from Wolcotville, IN was nominated by Delores Wilkins. Pastor Tews’ name, current address and the names of the two previous candidates have now been provided to Pastor Weerts, our Circuit Counselor. Pastor Weerts has forwarded the information on to the new District President, Reverend Gregory S. Walton. Pastor Weerts seemed confident that President Walton would provide some additional candidates for us as well. We await Rev. Walton’s response.


When the names of the approved candidates and their resumes have been returned to us, the committee will review the material provided and develop a recommendation for the congregation. Then another special congregational meeting will be called and the recommendation will be presented for discussion and a vote on how to proceed.


Pastor Dede told us some time ago that this process would take time. He predicted a year and it seems that he may be right.

Tom Prickett




Lutheran world relief

Clip art

Notes from Naimey, Niger


Kirk Betts, chair of the Lutheran World Relief board of directors, traveled to Niger in West Africa earlier this year to witness the distribution of LWR quilts and kits. His experience moved him to offer these words of thanks to Lutheran quilters and kit-makers who support LWR’s ministry of comfort and care.

Let me share with you what Niger looks like in February during the dry season. The predominant colors are hues of brown—the parched soil, the mud brick buildings, even the trees coated in dust.


I went to a clinic to distribute quilts. As we arrived, a cloud of dust began to move toward us. As it neared, we saw that the cloud covered a hundred people, most crippled or deformed from polio, blind from river blindness, or both. Their clothing was drab, and hung loosely on their thin bodies.


As I removed the wrapping from the bales of quilts, it was as if they came to life. Tears come as I recall placing two beautiful quilts into the hands of a family whose children guided their blind parents. The parents’ eyes lit up as they received the quilts—as though they saw and felt the brilliant colors in the sunshine—and felt the joy of knowing a stranger had offered themselves out of pure love.


With each quilt, I offered a prayer of gratitude for you and this powerful, eloquent witness to the love of Christ. Your hands and hearts met theirs, bringing color and something greater into their lives, like the waters that bring life to the land and to us in baptism. I hope you feel their hands, too, and that you know that with each stitch, you bring the world closer together.


God bless your hearts and hands!

Lutheran World Relief Sunday is November 22, 2009.
God of the Humdrum

If God is not in your typewriter as well as your hymnbook, there is something wrong with your religion.


If God does not enter your kitchen, there is something wrong with your kitchen.


If you can’t take God into your recreation, there is something wrong with your play.


If God for you does not smile, there is something wrong with your idea of God.


We all believe in the God of the heroic. What we need most these days is the God of the humdrum—the common-place, the everyday.

--Peter Marshall


Serving Bethany in November
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.  William Grill (3), Waldo 





Laabs, Otto Beckendorf


10:30 a.m. Dennis Freitag, Stan Dickey



   Tom Prickett, Bill Grill, Bill Dixon

Lectors:  8:00 a.m.   Caroline Rogers (2), Lois Laabs, Jerry 



Schmidt, Otto Beckendorf


  10:30 a.m.  Sharon Orluck, Gloria Dickey, Marlene 



          Lampman, Caroline Rogers, Loretta Dixon
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Charles & Laura Palyok


10:30 a.m.
Ernie & Sharon Orluck

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Nancy Babarsky



10:30 a.m.  Barbara Sokolowski

Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Jake Dersch*
Jean Dersch


10:30 a.m.
  Oliver Sokolowski* 
Cliff Lunkes



     Bill Johnson

Coffee Hour Hostesses:   Stan & Gloria Dickey




Richard & Joyce Love
Altar Guild:  Earl Brewer & Ann Burko

It’s Almost Time to be

Thinking of Christmas


We are looking forward to once again beautifying our church, inside and out, for the Christmas Season.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make this happen.


The following is the schedule of events to take place:

1. The “fluffing” of decorations, which includes getting everything out of the attic and freshened up for installation.  This will take place Thursday, November 19th, 9:00 a.m.
2. The stable will be assembled and set up Saturday, November 21, 9:00 a.m.
3. The tree in the sanctuary will be assembled and put up on Fri. November 27th (time to be announced).
4. Installation Day! All decorations will be put up on Saturday, November 28th , 9:00 a.m. (lunch to be served)

5. All decorations to be taken down Saturday, Jan. 9th, 2010, 9:00 a.m.

Many hands make light work.  We will have sheets in the narthex for you to sign up as a helper.  If you can come for just one event, we would love to have you.  We would even be happier if you signed up for all five.  This is a great activity to get to meet new people, and the nice part is that there is always good food.


If you have any questions, please give us a call.

Beverly Groh (314-0620) & Lois Laabs (751-1636)
Co-Chairs




Choir notes


You may have noticed that we took a small notch off the front pew and built a piano to put in that space. We did that so you would be able to get closer to the Word of God through music.


A new year in the life of Bethany choir has begun. We have welcomed some new members, some of whom we’re still waiting to meet! We’ve had medical emergencies concerning choir members or their spouses. (Be careful while you are on vacation.) We also have a new accompanist.


We are looking forward to a wonderful year of sharing music with the congregation. Some of our anthems are “the old chestnuts” but we are adding some new anthems that we hope you will enjoy.


It is good to be back in the singing groove. The sounds I am hearing are “music to my ears”. There are still extra chairs available to anyone who would love to join us. As of this publication, Bethany Choir welcomes Charleen Bagnato as our pianist, and new members, Ernie & Lynne Abner, and Bob and Lynne Wheeler.


We always have room for new voices. We practice great music and enjoy great fellowship after each rehearsal. Just circle Thursday evenings at 5:30 p.m., and come join us to make beautiful music together.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

If you wake up humming a song,

hang on to that note and bring it

to choir on Thursday, 

and we will find a place for it!

Musically yours,

Larry Luebben, Choir Director

Thanksgiving

God gives us everything.  This is really hard to comprehend.  Everything is all encompassing.  It is difficult to respond to this gift.  We show ambivalence toward God for these gifts by acting as if our resources are much less than  they are.


Even if we feel we deserve more, we must realize that God has given what he feels we need, not what we feel we should have.  Very few of us are really poor—the kind of poor that does not have enough to eat.  If we are that poor there are places we can go to get help.  This is another example of God’s caring.


We can never give more than God.  After all, he gave his Son!


We will be giving $1000.00 to Concordia Seminary, 

St. Louis.

Joyce Bussler, Stewardship Committee

LWML

FL/GA District Retreat in St. Petersburg, on the beach! Sept 25-27:


Edna Wibbeler and Lee Waybright report “It was awesome!”  Next District event will be the Biennial Convention in September, 2010, in Gainesville.  Let’s Go!

LWML SUNDAY:


A big “thank you” to the ladies who served the Lord gladly as readers and ushers on LWML Sunday, October 11.  They were Pat Augustin, Norma Butchart, Connie Grill, Beverely Groh, Jan Gygi, Marlene Lampman, Edna Wibbeler and Thelma Moe.

MITES:


Women’s Guild Treasurer, Connie Grill, reports the following:

            Donations to Mites, September      $73.22

            Donations to Mites, October            73.00

            Additional LWML offering 10/11   25.00

            To-date 2009 Mites donations     $759.99


FL/GA District LWML reports that Mission Grants for the 2008-2010 Biennium, totaling $97,800, have been fully funded.  (The FL/GA District receives 75% of our Mites.  National LWML receives 25%.)

FALL RALLY:


Date is Saturday, November 14, at St. Paul’s, Apopka.  The theme is “Directions, Lord?” based on Isaiah 58:11a, “The Lord will guide you always.”  A short play, It’s a Miracle, written by Thelma Moe and performed by a cast of Bethany players, will be the springboard for a theme-centered discussion.  Players are Pat Augustin, Norma Butchart, Connie Grill, Beverly Groh, Jan Gygi, Barbara Sokolowski and Edna Wibbeler with understudies Jean Dersch and Lee Waybright.  


Rally hosts are collecting Christmas gift items to be given to needy children through LOAVES and FISHES, a local Christian relief agency.  A list of suggested items is available from the narthex table.  A box will be placed for these “Gifts From The Heart” during the last week of October.

Thelma Moe, LWML Rep
Control

Things we CANNOT control:
· Someone else’s faults

· How long we will live

· Another person’s opportunities

Things we CAN control:
· Our attitude

· The kind of life we live

· What we do with our opportunities



Secret Sisters


You’ve been “working with the angels” this year, praying for and otherwise encouraging--secretly--one special Bethany sister in Christ.  She has been doing this also, for another special one.  Meanwhile, someone has been working with the angels on your behalf, praying for special you and letting you know it by messages or little gifts at certain times, while hiding her identity.  That’s Secret Sisters.


I quote from Portals of Prayer for Tuesday, Sept. 29: 
“In Hebrews 1:14, God proclaims the work He gave His angels--to minister to us who will inherit salvation. In times of sorrow, sickness, pain, danger and fear, His angels guide, protect, and assist us, so our bond to Christ is strengthened.  We may never see the angels, but we have God’s promise that they are with us always.”


Think of being a Secret Sister as “working with the angels.”  Our prayers and gestures of friendship meld with God’s ministry to a sister in Christ.  Are they appreciated??  Usually they are, and they are pleasing to God.  And if someone’s Secret Sister, as sometimes happens, misses her opportunity to be a blessing, remember that Christ and His angels never do.


The “revealing” of 2009 Secret Sisters will be on Tuesday, December 1, at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will share dessert, have a devotion, give and receive a gift, learn who has been our 2009 Secret Sister, and draw the name of our Secret Sister for 2010.  Shut-ins will be assigned to volunteers.  Watch the church bulletin for the pink Secret Sisters form and directions for signing up.

Your (sometimes Secret) Sister in Christ,
Thelma Moe
Directory

changes

New Address:

Mae Biernesser
Bernice Senti


Granite Gate
500 Waterman Ave., #222


3850 N. Hwy. 89
Mt. Dora, FL  32757


Prescott, AZ  86301
Phone: 383-3385 (same)
New Phone Number:
Ambra Behling & Kay Cone

314-3639



THANK YOU!


My sincere thanks to everyone who took part in making the Mistletoe Mart such a success. 


Many hands were busy during the year making crafts and for that we are grateful for the crafters are the backbone of this sale.  Many others helped set up and then tear down after the sale and this is where the muscle men came in.  Thank you gentlemen and the ladies who came with them!


Thanks to all of you who provided baked goods for the Bake Sale and thanks also to the ladies who worked in the kitchen providing beverages and desserts to those shoppers who needed to take a break.  


It should be acknowledged that Barbara Sokolowski and Agnes Maitland made the lovely afghan made by Swedish Weaving.  This was raffled off and won by Joan Fritz.  This raffle, by the way, was very successful.  Thank you ladies!


Where would any event be without the able assistance of Evelyn Schultz?  She happily worked behind the scenes making signs when needed and helped us muddle through so many problems.   Thank you, Evelyn.


There were so many people who helped during the course of the year.  I wish I could list all of you, but that is not practical.  But know that I deeply appreciate each and everyone of you.   I feel blessed to have had such a wonderful team to work with.

Beverly Groh,

Chair

Sabbath Healing

By Glenn Miller
GOD’S WORD: “Then Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’”
Luke 6:5

The church that I am a member of is a spirit-filled church with a tremendous devotion to ministry and mission. We feed the homeless, we’re active in Habitat for Humanity, we send missionaries to all corners of the globe…we are tireless when it comes to giving of ourselves to those outside the church who are in need. But in a recent conversation with a very good friend this past week, it made me think about how effectively we minister to those coming into our midst on Sunday morning.

I have to admit, I’m one who puts on my “game face” on Sunday mornings and wallows in the joy of being in fellowship with my church family. And I’m probably no different from most other members of my church. After all, I’ve been taught that Sunday is a day of worship and the task at hand is to dwell in God’s Word and “re-fuel” our spiritual batteries for another week of ministry. It’s a time to praise God and honor Him for all that He has done. Yet, I now realize that I, perhaps like many others, tend to leave my problems, worries, concerns and imperfections checked at the door on Sunday mornings, when on certain Sundays I simply yearn to feel loved, touched, affirmed and comforted. And I am sure that I am no different than anyone else in that building.


We have been created by God to be in community; to comfort one another in truth and in love. Our smiles, although sincere, mask the hurt and the pain that many feel, but we put on our “game faces” and pretend that we’re all OK. To an outsider, it may very well appear by our masqueraded joy that the Church is a country club for saints rather than a hospital for sinners.

But is there any better way to praise God than to minister to each other who are in need?


Sitting in the pews next to us is someone who is suffering with health problems and is in need of a hand to hold for strength.

Across from us in Sunday School is someone who has been told by a spouse that they are no longer necessary and is in need of being reassured that they are indeed loved.


Standing next to us at the coffee pot is someone who has been out of work for a long time and is in need of compassion and assistance.


That unknown person coming through the door may not know where his next meal is coming from or where he will sleep tonight, and has come on Sunday morning to see what the Church can do.


That young man in the hallway may have come with more questions than answers about the existence of God and is looking for something that makes sense.


The couple on the front row that looks so picturesque may be facing a bitter divorce and have come seeking some words that can justify reconciliation and forgiveness.


That person over in the corner of the Fellowship Hall may be ridden with guilt and shame for his sins and is looking for assurance of God’s forgiveness as well as others’.


These people that I mention may or may not be visitors of people off the street; they may be long-time members who we see day in and day out. Sometimes a thought-provoking Sunday school lesson or a great sermon doesn’t reach everyone in need. Christ calls the entire Church (the Body of Christ) into ministry, not just preachers and Sunday school teachers! We need to be open and inviting to all who are hurting to come to us for compassion, understanding and assistance. But I think we need to be aware that sometimes our joy and/or our zealousness can be intimidating to those who feel lonely, rejected, confused or hurting. Even fellow members. I’m not trying to say we should put our light under a bushel, but we should be aware of those in search of Christ’s healing touch as manifest through His Body, the Church, with a spirit of love, forgiveness and understanding.

The last time I looked, Christ healed on the Sabbath.


And when we, His Body, allow His Spirit to flow through us…He still does.

Copyright 2009 by Glenn W. Miller

Submitted by Betty Kopp

Evangelism Chairman

Festival FAQs
On All Saints Day (Sunday, November 1)
Q: What is All Saints Day also
     known as?

A: All Hallows, since all who die 
     in the faith have been 
     hallowed—or made holy—by 
     Christ.

Q:  What do the youth in 
      Guatemala do on All Saints
      Day?

A: They fly beautiful, massive
      kites in their cemeteries.
Q: What do many communities in Louisiana do on All Saints 

      Day?

A: They clean graveyards, paint graves and decorate them 

      with flowers and lighted candles.
ON CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY (Sunday, Nov. 22)
Q: What Gospel passages are read 
     in worship on Christ the King 
     Sunday during the 3-year 
     liturgical cycle?

A: The story of sheep and the 
     goats (Matthew 25). Jesus 

     before Pontius Pilate (John 
     18). And Jesus on the cross 

     with the good thief on the 
     right (Luke 23).

Q:  What are children often asked 
      to do as part of the Christ the King celebration?

A: Color paper cutouts of crowns to display in their rooms.

ON THANKSGIVING DAY (November 26)


Q: What did the Pilgrims likely eat on the first Thanksgiving?

A: According to historians, Indian corn, barley, peas, 

ducks, geese, 
     deer, bass, cod and wild turkey were on the menu.

Q: Who was America’s first president to declare an official 

      thanksgiving holiday?

A: George Washington, in 1789
Q: Who activated the U.S. thanksgiving holiday when it had 

      fallen out of practice?

A: Abraham Lincoln, in 1863
Sign outside a church in Kentucky:

“If you need help, ask God. If you don’t, thank God.”


Mark your calendar

· Thursday, Nov. 19, “Fluffing Day” for Christmas decorations, 9 a.m.

· Saturday, Nov. 21, set up stable for outdoor nativity scene, 9 a.m.

· Sunday, Nov. 22, semi-annual voters meeting after later service, election of officers and approval of 2010 budget

· Wednesday, Nov. 25, Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service, 3 p.m.

· Saturday, Nov. 28, Decorate church and grounds for Christmas, 9 a.m. Lunch will be served.

· Tuesday, Dec. 1, Secret Sisters, 1 p.m.

· Sunday, Dec. 13, Fellowship Potluck Supper and annual Cookie Bash, Christmas music, 5 p.m.

1863 Thanksgiving Proclamation

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.

Intoxicated with unbroken success we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.


It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole of the American people. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.
--Abraham Lincoln


   The Beginning of Advent

November is the month of Thanksgiving, but it often also includes the beginning of a new church year. This year, November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is about Jesus, the Word, “coming.” It’s about anticipating and preparing for Christ’s arrival.


God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking to his listeners face to face.


Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The Christian story is a story of God coming into the middle of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us.”


That’s what Advent is really all about: God visiting the earth in person to speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do so.


Three Kinds of Giving

“There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving and thanksgiving. Grudge giving says, ‘I have to’; duty giving says, ‘I ought to’; and thanksgiving says, ‘I want to.’ The latter comes from a full heart. Thanksgiving is an open gate into the love of God.”

--Robert N. Rodenmayer

The Bethany Messenger is published monthly

by Bethany Lutheran Church, 1334 Griffin Rd.,

Leesburg, FL 34748  (352) 787-7275

www.lutheransonline.com/bethanyleesburg

Editor:  Evelyn Schultz

e-mail: Bethanyluth@wmconnect.com
The editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.

The deadline for the December issue is November 22, 2009.



























