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Jesus Loves Me

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

Luke 18:17


The story is told of a brilliant professor at Princeton Seminary who always left his graduation class with these words: “Gentlemen, there is still much in this world and in the Bible that I do not understand, but of one thing I am certain—‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so’—and gentlemen, that is sufficient!”

Without doubt the song that has been sung more by children than any other hymn is this simply stated one by Anna Warner. Written in 1860, it is still one of the first hymns taught to new converts in other lands.

Miss Warner wrote this text in collaboration with her sister Susan. It was part of their novel Say and Seal, one of the best selling books of that day. Today few individuals would know or remember the plot of that story, which once stirred the hearts of many readers. But the simple poem spoken by one of the characters, Mr. Linden, as he comforts Johnny Fax, a dying child, still remains the favorite hymn of countless children around the world.


Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak but He is strong.

Jesus loves me! Loves me still, tho I’m weak and ill,


That I might from sin be free, bled and died upon the tree.


Jesus loves me! He who died heaven’s gate to open wide;


He will wash away my sin, let His little child come in.


Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way. 


Thou hast bled and died for me; I will henceforth live for Thee.


Chorus: Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

William Bradbury, the composer of the music, was one of the leading contributors to the development of early gospel music in America. He became recognized as one of the pioneers in children’s music both for the church and in the public schools. In 1861 Bradbury composed music for Anna Warner’s text and personally added the chorus to her four stanzas. The hymn appeared the following year in Bradbury’s hymnal collection, The Golden Sower.  It had an immediate response.
birthdays
1
Francis Haas
17
Catharine Wolff (90)
2
Harry Engel
19
Elaine Weston

2
Janet Heavenrich
21
Olive Gobin

2
Dale Korff
22
Stanley Olson

8
Albert Klein
26
Stanley Dickey

10
Ed Christmann
28
Zachariah Field

10
Judy Meyer
28
Jonathan Genzen

13
Ruth Green
29
Marilyn Gorrell

14
Carl Jennejahn

anniversaries
2 Peter & Judy Striker
4
Jerry & Gerry Pelat

11
Bob & Pat Keen

18
Larry & Alice Spear

20
Bill & Jan Johnson

23
Gary & Sharon Davignon

27
Tom & Shirley Hickman

30
Harry & Euna Engel

Bless the Students
Use article


The U in JesUs
Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God stuck U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you’ll see it’s true,

You can’t spell JesUs and not include U.

You’re a pretty big part of His wonderful name,

For U He was born; that’s why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died.

It even takes U to spell CrUcified.

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand,

He rose from the dead with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,

And this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left this earth at His Upward ascension,

He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

“Go into the world and tell them it’s true,

That I love them all—just like I love U.”

So many great people are spelled with a U,

Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do.

He’d like them to know, but it all starts with U.

Contributed by Ann Sumpter

You Are Invited!

I would like to invite and encourage each of you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, to come and join our prayer group. We meet every Wednesday morning after Bible study for about 30 minutes. We pray for all that are ill in our congregation and any others having special needs. Anyone at the group that has a family member or a friend that has a need, we pray for them. We pray for our pastor, our congregation, our Synod, our government, our service men and women, peace, and any special need that may arise. We have also added a prayer time after Thursday morning Bible study.

While I am inviting you, please join us in our Bible study. We have three every week: Sunday at 9:15 a.m., Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. Tom Prickett leads the study on Sunday mornings and they are currently studying the Book of Jeremiah. Otto Beckendorf facilitates the Wednesday group and they are studying Sanctification. Pastor Marc leads the study on Thursdays in the Book of Revelation. We are blessed in each one of these cases, always learning more about what God has revealed to us about Himself in His Holy Word.

Hoping to see you are one or all of our Bible studies,

The Board of Evangelism,
The Board of Education,
Pastor Marc
Read: Proverbs 3:1-6 and Matthew 9:9-13

“…and Matthew, the tax collector…”

Matthew 10:3

BY ANY OTHER NAME


September 21st is the day in the church year which commemorates St. Matthew, the tax collector, the author of the first synoptic Gospel. He had been a publican who bore the name of Levi, the son of Alphaeus before his conversion. A theologian describes Matthew as one whom within the circle of the apostles, was never conspicuous. His was the quiet, unostentatious (modest, refrained) content of the disciple happy in the companionship of his Lord. 


How Matthew wrote the names of the apostles always interested me (Mt. 10). He doesn’t always give a descriptive adjective to each of the apostles’ names.  But he does for himself. He always describes himself as “tax collector.” You might think that after all the time with Jesus he would have dropped that title and chose a more appropriate one for a man of his stature. He didn’t and I believe I know why. He never forgot!


He never forgot… he was living a life that wasn’t for him (sound familiar?)…and how Jesus changed all that. Maybe he had a love for money, hung out with the wrong crowd, wasn’t being true to his Jewish roots, but one day Jesus of Nazareth came calling. No interview, no job search questionnaire, no public condemnation of why a Jew would work for the Romans. Jesus called him…and off they went…and the rest is the living, breathing, glorious Gospel of Matthew! You’d think that it might have gotten to his head. Hey, look at me! I’m Matthew. But it didn’t. Maybe every time he thought about himself now: Matthew, apostle…he didn’t forget about who he once was: Matthew, TAX COLLECTOR … sinner…but now forgiven and saved by His grace…no merit of my own!  What a glorious thought to live and die with. 


Maybe each of us can come up with a description of what we once were…and what we are now all of because of Jesus of Nazareth. What would yours say?


“O almighty God, whose blessed Son has called us even as he called Saint Matthew the tax collector, grant that we also may forsake all sin, all covetous desires and inordinate love of riches, and, casting every care upon him, may follow our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Pastor Marc


The Beginnings of Sunday School

Englishman Robert Raikes, born in 1735, was a Christian layman who was pained to see unschooled children working six days a week in factories or mines. On Sundays, children roamed the streets, often getting into trouble. Most didn’t know how to read or write and knew nothing about Christ or the church.


As Raikes labored to reform England’s prison system, he noticed that many children were imprisoned, stirring him to action on their behalf. He arranged for halls and homes to be used for educational purposes on Sundays, the one day children didn’t have to work. He found volunteers to teach reading, writing and math, as well as the Bible and Christian beliefs.


The first Sunday school class was held in July 1780. Amazingly, by 1788 some 250,000 children were attending such schools. This occurred despite some people’s opposition to the education of lower-class children.


Countless boys and girls have attended Sunday school classes since then, thanks to Raikes, who brought Christ’s light and love to children around the world.

Home Bible Study
The Evangelism Committee is now distributing the fourth and final book of a home Bible study on The Book of Acts. This material comes from KFUO’s daily Bible study program. KFUO is the radio broadcasting service of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The files on these disks are mp3 audio files and can be played on your computer, DVD players with mp3 capability or other types of mp3 players. Copies of previously distributed studies are also available. Contact Betty Kopp for more information.


Serving Bethany in September
Pastor’s Assistants:  8:00 a.m.   Tom Prickett (2), Waldo 






Laabs, Tom Gardner


10:30 a.m.  Bill Dixon, Tom Gardner, 




Dennis Freitag, Bob Groh

Lectors: 
8:00 a.m. 
Otto Beckendorf, Lois Laabs, 



Caroline Rogers, Tom Gardner


10:30 a.m.  Loretta Dixon, Tom Gardner, 



       Marlene Lampman, Bob Groh
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Albert & Anna Klein


10:30 a.m.
Darwin & Betty Kopp

Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Madalon Ritter



10:30 a.m.  Jan Johnson 
Ushers:
8:00 a.m.   Glenn Waybright*
Lee Waybright


10:30 a.m.
  Bill Grill*
Dennis Freitag

Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Waldo & Lois Laabs, Bill & Loretta Dixon

Altar Guild:  Edna Wibbeler & Marlene Lampman


On this Labor Day weekend, it’s hard not to think about how unemployment has affected many people in our communities and churches. Congregations with unemployed members have a calling to help however they can.


Some churches provide job fairs; some have regular meetings to help unemployed people to cope. Some churches provide food and other necessities. Those who can should hire an unemployed brother or sister in Christ at a fair wage. The entire congregation should pray regularly for unemployed people.


Christians who’ve lost their jobs should know they still have work to do. The church always needs volunteers, and unemployed people can serve the Lord and help the church’s mission.


Charles Wesley made every Christian’s “work” clear in his hymn “A Charge to Keep I Have”:


A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,


A never-dying soul to save and fit it for the sky,


To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;


O may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will!

Answers to B.V.Q. Quiz on page 6
1-d (Dan. 3:5); 2-b (Ex 16:36); 3-c (Isa. 11:8); 4-d (Mal 3:2); 5-b (Ex. 30:23); 6-a (Ex. 12:22); 7-a (Luke 15:16); 8-d (Luke 3:16); 9-a (Ex. 28:20); 10-c (John 15:1).


Is Your Trash Really Gone?

GOD’S WORD: “Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord. “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are as red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  Isaiah 1:18

Today is Friday and that means it’s trash day; the day I gingerly wrap all those things I no longer have a use for that are only stinking up my environment and place them neatly at the edge of my driveway to be picked up and taken away from me – never to be seen or heard from again. Yes, trash day is a wonderful day!


Grace works much like trash day. Like the bags on my curb that contain coffee grounds, banana peels, empty cans, newspapers and plethora of those little plastic Wal-Mart bags, the bags that we set out for God to forgive and forget are our bags of sin. Bags of omission. Bags of idolatry. Bags of meanness. Bags of self-centeredness. Bags of pride. These bags, and a few others I haven’t mentioned, are all symbols of the trash in our relationship with God that we would like to get rid of.


But unlike trash day in my neighborhood, while the bags of sin we place before God are picked up and taken away by His grace, we have this desire (enticed in us by the devil) to go to the landfill and dig them back up, only to be sure that they have been discarded of properly. Not true? How many times have we asked God to forgive us of a certain wrong-doing over and over again? To do so is to not TRUST in His grace.


When the trash collector picks up my trash on Fridays, I trust that he has discarded it properly and that I never have to worry about it coming back. Never have I seen my trash be returned to me from the trash collector. I can rest assured that when he picks it up, that is the last I will ever see (or smell) of it.


And if we trust our trash collector to do that with our refuse, don’t you think we can trust God, the only One worthy of trust, to do the same with our sins?

Copyright 2010 by Glenn W. Miller

Submitted by Betty Kopp, Evangelism Chairperson

Thanks to Bethany
Dear Bethany Lutheran Church,


The staff and faculty of Beverly Shores Elementary want to thank you for the school supplies. We appreciate your help because we have so many students who are unable to purchase  school supplies.

Thank you,

Beverly Shores School

Mistletoe Mart Update

Progress is being made to be ready for the sale in early November. Embellished gift boxes are almost completed, more styles of greeting cards have been worked on and contributions of paper crafts are coming in. Also some wood projects and fabric crafts have been donated and are now stashed away in our shed ready for pricing day.


Mark your calendar and watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex for the following workshops and be sure to check for a supply list:

· Pat Augustin will share her talent in making scrubbies on Thursday, September 9 at 1 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

· Lynne and Ernie Abner will be instructing two new crafts, spoon roses and wine bottle accent lights. This will happen on Friday, September 10, at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall. There is a special need for this workshop. If anyone has an electric heat gun please bring it along, I have only one and a couple more will speed this project along. I suspect these projects will take much of the day, so bring your lunch, iced tea will be provided.

As always, we will have a bake sale so keep those recipes handy, we do so well in this area. Lots of cakes, pies, cookies, even jellies sell well. We are still hoping for a donation of hooks for our peg board display. We will have a pricing day and a set up schedule in the next news-letter.


Thanks to all our helpers.

Madalon Ritter

Directory

changes

Please make the following changes in the new (green cover) membership directory:

1. List of elders on the first page, change Tom Gardner’s phone number to 750-4577

2. List of trustees on the first page, add Ernie Abner to the list, phone 435-9192

3. On last page change Freitag’s e-mail address to Janiebelle@comcast.net
4. On last page change Marilyn Gorrell’s e-mail address to Mcgorr2@embarqmail.com
5. On last page add Ernie & Lynne Abner’s e-mail address: Lynne.Abner@yahoo.com



LWML


On the round table in the narthex there is a folder containing information on the things the delegates will vote on at the FL/GA District Convention, October 1-3. Feel free to borrow the folder. You can read the actual Mission Grant proposals as well as resumes of the nominees for the various offices and for Pastoral Counselor. Connie Grill and Thelma Moe, Bethany’s delegates—your representatives—welcome you insights and opinions!


We will watch proudly as our Zone’s Quilt-Banner (made by Jean Dersch and currently on display in our narthex) is carried in the opening procession in Gainesville.


LWML Sunday at Bethany is scheduled for Sunday, October 10—an auspicious date, if you think about it. I am seeking eight volunteers to be ushers and readers on that Sunday. Please see me soon if you would like to serve the Lord gladly in one of the morning services on 10/10/10!


Even though Women’s Guild is not meeting in September, remember MITES!

Thelma Moe

LWML Representative

Only Today

There are two days in every week about which we shouldn’t worry.


One is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.


The other day is tomorrow, with its possible adversities and blunders. Until the sun rises, we have no stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn.


That leaves only one day—today. Anyone can fight the battle of just one day. It is only when we add the burden of those two enemies—yesterday and tomorrow—that contentment will escape us.


How’s Your B.V.Q.?
From a January 28, 1951 “Sunday Digest”


It is claimed that vocabulary and intelligence go hand in hand. If that is the case, how intelligent a Christian are you? Here are ten words used in the Bible as if the reader were expected to know what they meant. Check your Bible Vocabulary Quotient by marking the phrase that you think correctly completes the sentence in the Biblical sense of the word. Let’s call six an average score. Answers, page 4.
1. If David had owned a dulcimer would he have


a. ridden it into battle,

b. given it to Bathsheba to wear,

c. used it to cut off Goliath’s head,

d. played upon it while he tended his sheep?
2. If you had gathered manna with the Israelites in the wilder-


ness and collected an omer of it, could you have carried it 


home in

a. your pocket,

b. an apron,


c. a gunny sack


d. a wheelbarrow?

3. If in going from Jerusalem down to Jericho you had seen an 


asp lying in the pathway, would you have

a. used it to fasten your cloak together,


b. taken it home to cultivate your garden with,


c. killed it with a stone,

d. used it to pay your taxes with?
4. If a fuller had knocked at your door in Bethany, would you 


have
a. bought some brushes of him,

b. given him some alms,


c. had him whitewash the back fence,

d. given him your dirty laundry?
5. If you had found some calamus growing by the Jordan 


River, would you have

a. taken some home as a bouquet for the living room,


b. given it to the priest at the temple,


c. cooked it for the evening meal,


d. boiled it and used the juice for medicinal  purposes?

6. When Moses told the Israelites to take a bunch of hyssop, 


he referred to 

a. a shrub used in sprinkling the blood on the doorposts at 


   the time of the Passover,

b. a type of wheat used in making unleavened bread,

c. a grape from which the sacramental wine was made,

d. a wild grass used to sweeten bitter water in the 

   wilderness?
7. The husks which the prodigal son would fain have filled his 


belly with were

a. a species of edible pod,

b. the outer covering of ears of corn,

c. wheat not fit for human consumption,

d. refuse discarded from the wine press?
8. If you had wished to buy a lachet in ancient Jerusalem, 


would you have gone to

a. the shop of a locksmith,

b. a fisherman just come from the Jordan River,

c. a seller of fine cutlery,

d. a maker of sandals?
9. When Aaron had a beryl did he

a. wear it in his breastplate,

b. pulverize it and use it in the holy incense,


c. measure the anointing oil with it,


d. use its skin as a part of the canopy of the tabernacle?

10. If you were looking for a husbandman in Judea, would 


you be searching for 

a. the “best man” at a wedding


b. the owner of a large estate,


c. a tiller of the soil,


d. the overseer of a large farm?

Bethany Singles

The 7th anniversary lunch will again be at Player’s Grill, located in Del Webb’s Spruce Creek. It is an annual thing for us to return to the restaurant at which we had our first monthly lunch as “Bethany Singles.”

All widows, widowers and otherwise single folks are encouraged to meet at Bethany at 1:50 p.m. on Monday, September 13. We will carpool from Bethany to the restaurant. For any one who has not been out to lunch with us—we go “Dutch Treat” (each one paying for his or her own lunch). We eat and have time to become better acquainted with each other, and all in all have a very enjoyable few hours together.

I will be pleased to answer any questions.

Edna Wibbeler (365-2620)

Choir season begins


The first choir practice this season is scheduled for Thursday evening, September 9th at 5:30 p.m. The kitchen door will be unlocked, so use that entrance. All members of Bethany are welcome to join this group, there are many unused choir robes! Altos and tenors are in great demand.


At the present time Larry Luebben will continue to direct the choir. However, Bethany is still looking for a new choir director. Interested? Or do you know someone who is??

Fall Bible Promotion featuring

The Lutheran Study Bible

Concordia Publishing House has announced a sale on these popular Bibles. They also have three new formats of The Lutheran Study Bible. They are offering two compact editions and a digital edition of The Lutheran Study Bible allowing it to be explored on computer desktops and laptops, Apple iPhones, iTouches and iPads.

Through December 31 they are offering discounted pricing on the various printed editions of TLSB. For further information, please contact the church office.
Painting the Church

It seems there was a little old church out in the countryside: painted white and with a high steeple.


One Sunday the pastor noticed that his church needed painting. He checked out the Sunday ads and found a paint sale. The next day he went into town and bought a gallon of white paint. He went back out to the church and began the job.


He got done with the first side. It was looking great. But he noticed he had already used a half gallon. He didn’t want to run back in town and being the creative person he was, he found a gallon of thinner in the shed out back, and began to thin his paint.


It worked out great. He finished the three remaining sides with that last half gallon of paint.


That night it rained. It rained hard. The next morning when he stepped outside of the parsonage to admire his work, he saw that the first side was looking great, but that the paint on the other three sides had washed away. The pastor looked up to the sky in anguish and cried out, “What shall I do?”


A voice came back from the heavens saying, “Repaint and thin no more!”

For your information
· The Lutheran Hour sermon which is broadcast on Sunday mornings on WFLA (540 am) can be heard or read at www.lutheranhour.org. This web site also contains an archive of Lutheran Hour sermons.
· Phyllis Wallace’s Woman to Woman radio program can be heard on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. on WSDO (1400 am radio). Her radio program can also be heard at www.womantowomanradio.com. This web site also contains an archive of Woman to Woman radio programs.

· If you are saving Campbell soup labels please include the bar code on the label. The front of the label alone has no value. These “labels for education” are given to Faith Lutheran School, Eustis, to help with their school supplies. Thanks for your help.


What If?

What if tonight as you slept, His call would come for you, to end your stay upon this earth?


What if, when you awoke, you stood before your Lord and King to answer for the life He gave to you?


What if, as you stood before Him in judgment, there stood with you those who fell because you obeyed not His commandment to love one another as He loved you?


Then should you not live for Him each day as if it were your very last day on this earth?

Robert Sims
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