Bethlehem, Sturbridge

News Notes for March 2006

“Light” Christianity?

Christmas seems hardly over when we find ourselves in the season of Lent. What were you taught about the observance of Lent?  I was taught that it was a time of sacrifice, fasting, somber reflection and penance.  As a kid I can’t say that I found those prescriptions very heartening. It all seemed so negative. But recently I read a description of Lent in the early church that makes my young experiences pale in comparison. The following is from the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church concerning penance’

‘By the third century there had emerged a developed system of public penance which was regarded as a ‘second baptism’. After the sinner, voluntarily, or under the threat of excommunication, had asked the Bishop for penance, he was enrolled in the order of penitents, excluded from communion, and committed to a severe course of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. At the end of the period whose length was determined by the gravity of the sin, the sinner was reconciled and rejoined the congregation of the faithful. Certain inhibitions however, attached to him for life, e.g. he may not be a soldier and he may never marry.’ After reading that description, I found myself both amazed and somewhat chagrined that I thought my observance of Lent was tough!

Nevertheless, Lent still calls us to do something different, out of the ordinary. So I want to offer this suggestion: make weekly worship a PRIORITY during Lent. Why? Well, because every Sunday through the reading of the Gospel you will be taking a walk with Jesus as he gets closer and closer to Jerusalem and his ultimate destiny. Each Sunday will bring in a new cast of characters, people in need, people who are searching, the sick, the poor, friends and enemies. Each of these people encounters Jesus and their reactions cover the sweep of human behavior. 

As we hear these narratives we are pulled into the drama that unfolds, and if we listen carefully we may even see ourselves with an honesty that can break through to the very core of our souls. You may well discover all over again that there has lived a man wholly for others – all the way to death, and the love which compelled him to such extremes of sacrifice still lives.  You may well discover all over again that this love embraces all humanity for all times – and yes, specifically for you.

Pastor Fred

Mens Breakfast will be the 1st Saturday of each month beginning on March 4.  See John Rowley for more info.

ATTENTION, ATTENTION:

Now I have yours, please mark your calendars with these dates:

 TAG SALE at the church on     Saturday    April 22    

We will attempt to sell all the items that have accumulated at the church after the last several Fairs.  Think of it as a CLEARANCE sale!! We will need volunteers to sort and price the week before, and workers on that day as well.  Please sign up ASAP.

 Spring Fun Fair, which we will hold AT CHURCH on May 20th.

   We will be serving food from the kitchen, offer BAKED GOODS, we will have our big TAG SALE outdoors, and will open the event to Crafters and Public Service people such as WIC, SIHN & safety concerns.  

We will gather new items for this TAG SALE, and we hope to make this a big FUN raiser, as well as a FUND Raiser.  It is always a great time when we gather and work together!  We continue to "fish" for new members as well.

If you have ideas of new activities or booths, please drop a note in the office or speak to me.

I have reached the Sturbridge Rec. contact, and she has put us on OCTOBER 7 for the Fall Fun Fair.

 Please mark all calendars now, and we can begin to pass the word.  Crafters welcome!!

Please note these dates and plan to give an hour or two, or the whole day!  We will need every family's support for these events.                                                    Thanks ~~  Beth St.Clair & the Fun Raisers
***

Suggestion for a new group??

 Do you have an elderly relative or a Senior you are responsible for?

I am exploring the interest in a group to gather with speakers and information on timely topics.

We can exchange ideas, learn about options and opportunities and help support our loved ones.

Please let me know if you are interested.                                  Beth StClair  413-245-6615
***

The BLC Recipe Book project has been revived.  Please drop off or mail your favorite recipes and if you would like, add a few words or anecdote about who, why or when that recipe was so special to your family.  We will target getting all the recipes in & begin to plan how to publish them.  Start looking NOW!

*****

The fourth annual Bethlehem Lutheran Church Talent Show to benefit the Pastor's Discretionary Fund will be held on April 1st. This year we will also be having a potluck supper. Your talents (and your food) are more than welcome. Sing a song, share magic tricks, show off your dance steps, all talent is encouraged to be shared with the Bethlehem community. Rehearsal time will be available, and the church musicians will be able to accompany you if you provide the music. A splendid time is guaranteed for all.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Sunday, March 12th will be the first LUNCH & LEARN WITH PASTOR.  After the second service, there will be a soup and bread luncheon followed with Pastor discussing "How Lutheran's Look at the Bible".  ALL are welcome.  (Pastor will be talking about this more in the coming weeks.  There has been some interest from the community for this.  The goal is to have a luncheon in March, April and May - then evaluate where to go from there.)

Anne Renaud-Jones will be starting a committee to address the youth in our community.  She has several good ideas!  We are blessed and thankful for her leadership!

VBS - SAVE THE DATES: JULY 24-28.  Dinner is served at 5pm with the program following from 5:45-8:00pm.  The theme this year is "The Gospel Express".  More information will be coming soon!!  Please contact VBS Director, Jen Herrmann, if you are interested in helping out.  Large AND small opportunities abound!!  

Dates to remember:

Sun, March 5th - Barbara Jensen will start gathering ideas for Youth Sunday on 6/11.

Tues, March 7th - Next Christ. Ed. Meeting, 7:30. 

Sun, June 4th - Last day of Sunday school classes.  Last day for two services.

Sun, June 11th - FIRST DAY GOING TO ONE SERVICE (9:30). YOUTH SUNDAY.

JULY 24 - JULY 28  VBS Week!  Theme: "The Gospel Express".  The starter kit is in

    and the creative ideas are already flowing!  

Sept. 10th - Since the Bishop will be attending service, we decided to kick off Sunday 

    school afterwards with our "Ice Cream Social & Registration" in Cline Hall.  This will 

    also be the LAST DAY OF ONE SERVICE.

Sept. 17th - FIRST DAY OF TWO SERVICES. (8:30&11)  First day of Sunday school 

    for 2006-2007. We are planning classes for the same time as this year (9:45-10:45)

****

Keep your calendars open on April 29 for a Bethlehem build for Greater Worcester Habitat for Humanity. Details will be forthcoming.

******

SUNDAY SERVICE CANCELLATION PROCEDURE  If there is a chance that church would be cancelled on a Sunday, for whatever reason, check your email after 7AM that day or expect a phone call.  If in question and you have not received a message you can call Pastor or Ginger or Carol.
****
Choir meets at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday at Bethlehem. Your voice is desperately needed.  

Second service choir meets Sunday after service.
****

This month we start our Monthly Soup & Scripture Study.  It will be held on the 12th of March after the second service.  We will take a look at the Gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke to discover both the similarities and the differences.  Come and join us.  In April we will take a look at the Gospel of John to see its radical differences from the first three Gospels.

CALENDAR

Sundays, 8:30 AM - Traditional Worship Service

               9:45 AM - Sunday School and coffee Fellowship

              11:00 AM - Contemporary Praise Worship Service

Sundays 12noon Praise Choir Practice

Wednesdays:  7:15pm  Traditional Choir Practice

Sundays, March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2 – 6:00-8:30pm – Living Faith, 

           Elm Street Congregational Church, Southbridge

Tuesday, March 7 – 7:15pm Chris Ed meeting

Thursday, March 9 – 7:30pm Confirmation

Sunday, March 12 – Lunch & Learn with Pastor

Monday, March 13 –  7:15pm Church Council

Thursday, March 22 – 7:30pm Confirmation

Wednesday, March 29 – TGIW

Saturday, April 1 – Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, April 1 – Talent Show

Sunday, April 9 – 8:30 and 11am – Palm Sunday

Thursday, April 13 – 7:30pm – Maundy Thursday

Friday, April 14 – 7:30pm – Good Friday

Sunday, April 16 8:30 and 11am - Easter

Saturday, April 22 – Tag Sale at church

Sunday, April 23 – Pastor Duncan Hunter preaches

Saturday, April 29 – Habitat for Humanity Build

Saturday, May 20 – Spring Fun Fair at church

Sunday, June 4 – Last day of Sunday School

Sunday, June 11 – One Service returns – Youth Sunday

Monday – Friday, July 24-28 - VBS

Sunday, September 10 – Bishop Payne visits

Sunday, September 17 – Two Services return

Saturday, October 7 – Fall Fun Fair on the Common

WORSHIP HELPERS FOR THE FIRST SERVICE

March

	Date
	Ushers
	Reader
	Acolyte
	Coffee
	Flowers

	3/5
	Thad & Alyx Darger
	Thad Darger
	Payton Darger
	Laura Eliason
	Wayne & Sally Heath

	3/12
	Jen Herrmann & Deb Brodeur
	Beth Wimberly
	Emily LaFleche
	Kathryn Polizeti
	

	3/19
	Roger Anderson & Klaus Tittel
	Roger Anderson
	Alison Williams
	Andersons
	

	3/26
	Nancy Meacham & Beth St.Clair
	Laura Eliason
	Alyx Darger
	
	


If you would like to serve as an usher, reader, or acolyte for the 8:30 service or provide flowers or coffee and refreshments please see Sonja Tittel, she would be very happy to have your help.
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Are you concerned about your child’s “quirky habits”, behavior, or learning abilities?  Looking for more information on your child’s existing diagnosis?  ASK is an outreach program that provides FREE, friendly assistance to families of children with varying degrees of challenges - mild to severe, both physical and/or neurological.  ASK provides a positive arena where caregivers can listen to various guest speakers, learn, recharge and network with others.  If you’re unsure, give it us a try! 


March 9th – Parent’s Rights and IEP Development
Presented by:  Attorney Advocate Pamela Milman

Get a better understanding of your child’s right to a FAPE.  Listen as Attorney Advocate Pamela Milman simplifies the “procedural safeguards” and answers your questions regarding school compliance with state and federal guidelines for special education programming.
Pamela Milman is an attorney advocate from Education Consulting, Advocacy & Legal Services in Lynnfield, MA.  She works remove roadblocks on your child's educational journey, identify special needs your child may have, and work with your child's school to provide the necessary programming.  Her firm also helps if your child is being threatened with expulsion or suspension.  Pamela Milman has many years of experience working within the Massachusetts Education System.  She taught special education for over 10 years during which time she was also a school Administrator and an Education Specialist for the Mass DOE.  Now as an attorney, she is also able to provide advice and representation in administrative and legal proceedings involving all education, special education, disciplinary, and juvenile matters.   Visit their website at www.educationandjuvenilelaw.com for more information.

Next Meeting Dates:   
April 13th , May 11th, and June 8th
New Reference Materials:     
                        

The Dance of Interaction, by Jeanine Fitzgerald*

Growing Up With NLD, by Deborah Green

A Mind At a Time, by Mel Levine,M.D.

Raising NLD Superstars, by Marcia Brown Rubinstien 

The Child With Special Needs, by Geeenspan/Wieder

FCSN Workshops COMING SOON: 



April 13 - An IEP for My Child 

June 8 - Access to the General Curriculum 

           Creating a Vision
Trans./Planning for Youth 14-22

Yelling Doesn’t Work! 

Effective Communication 
ASK meetings are FREE and open to everyone!  We meet every second Thursday of the month from 7–9pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church located at the intersection of Routes 20 and 131 in Sturbridge, MA.  

For more information contact:  

Jen Herrmann     (508) 347-9150

herrmann_jen16@yahoo.com
Assist Special Kids


Every child is worth the extra effort !
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