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Habitat for Humanity




In 1985, Greater Worcester Habitat for Humanity (GWHFH) was founded in order to provide assistance to families of modest means who live in sub-standard housing. Since that time, we have constructed 23 housing units.

The essential building blocks of our program are volunteer labor and donated materials, which are utilized in the building of simple, decent homes. Habitat homes are sold to partner families on a no profit basis, with a no interest mortgage. GWHFH generally holds the mortgage for a 20-year period. Payments are recycled to finance more housing through our "Revolving Fund for Humanity". 

There are 3 basic criteria we use in determining which families would be best suited for a Habitat home: ability to pay, willingness to partner, and greatest need. We conduct an extensive screening process of applicant families, which includes employment, housing, credit, and personal reference checks. Minimum and maximum family incomes are set, in-home interviews are given, and candidates must demonstrate a willingness to contribute 400-500 hours of "sweat equity".

"Partnership" is the word most commonly associated with Habitat. We join those who require assistance with others who are willing to provide a hand up, not a handout, to a better life. We truly believe that there is an opportunity for all to find fulfillment within Habitat as we serve one another. 
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