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“I Came to Your Cross, Lord”


I came to Your Cross, Lord,


And I didn’t know why.


I just stood there thinking,


And let out a big sigh.


I thought of Your Cross, Lord,


And that awful load,


You were reaping a harvest


That you never sowed.


I looked at Your Cross, Lord, as I tried to understand


How You could take all sin so firmly in hand.


I knelt by Your Cross, Lord, and I started to pray,


That You would forgive me my sins for this day.


I sat by Your Cross, Lord,

When I remembered the passage


“Your sins are forgiven,”


And I got the message.


I stood by Your Cross, Lord, 


Is that really so bad?


When your heart’s full of joy


And you feel so glad?


I walked from Your Cross, Lord,


On my lips was a song.


I know I’ll be back. Lord,


It won’t be very long.


I’ll come to Your Cross, Lord,


‘Cause there I can find


The only true peace


That settles my mind.


I’ll return to Your Cross, Lord,


Again and again,


And I’ll live in your love, Lord,


Forever. Amen.








Rev. Ralph Weinrich
Birthdays
1 David Flores
19
Janice Freitag
5 Delbert Joslin
19
Richard Kreiss

9
Rose Szucs
23
Theresa Haenftling
11
Judy Jennejahn
23
Della Yeager
11
Larry Spear
24
Robert Strayer
13
Lucille Haas
25
Dr. Edgar Brewer
14
Betty Brooks
28
John Stevenson
14
Sherri Field
28
Dolores Wilkins
16
Deborah Langlitz
30
Robert Brock
17
Paul Field
30
Carl Haenftling
19
Stella Ferworn
31
Lee Waybright
Anniversaries
2
Dale & Marjorie Weider

5
Bill & Connie Grill

8
Don & Doris Batchelder

10
Al & Eileen Mutsch

17
Cliff & Sue Lunkes

29
Carlisle & Della Yeager
Buckle on the Straps

A cowboy once offered this sensible notion of living the Christian faith:


“Lotsa folks who’d really like to do right think that servin’ the Lord just means shoutin’ themselves hoarse praisin’ his name.”

“Well, I’ll tell ya how I look at that. I’m workin’ here fer Jim. Now, if I’d sit around the house here tellin’ what a good fella Jim is, and singin’ songs to him, and getting’ up in the night to serenade him, I’d be doin’ just like a lot of Christians do. But I wouldn’t suit Jim, and I’d get fired mighty quick.”

“But when I buckle on my straps and hustle among the hills and see that Jim’s herd is all right and not sufferin’ fer water and feed, or bein’ off the range and branded by cattle thieves, well then, I’m servin’ Jim the way he wants to be served.”


Songs of the Season
The words of the hymns of the season of Lent are rich with imagery that stirs our spirits with new understanding of Christ’s sacrifice for us. And the music of many of these hymns creates a somber yet reverent atmosphere in which to commune with Christ. Sing or simply read the words of these Lenten hymns as part of your regular devotions. Here is some background information on some of the most well-known Lenten hymns.
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.  Written by Isaac Watts in 1707, this hymn was one of the first “hymns of human composure,” because it was based on personal feelings, not on the repetition of a Psalm.

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded. Attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux, this hymn was part of a lengthy poem that addressed the various parts of Christ’s body as he suffered on the cross. Other sections of the poem reflected on his feet, knees, hands, side, breast, heart and face.

Abide With Me. Henry F. Lyte, an Anglican pastor, wrote this hymn shortly before dying of tuberculosis. His inspiration for the hymn came from the King James Version of Luke 24, where the risen Jesus walks with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. “Abide with us,” the disciples say to Jesus, just as makes himself known to them (v. 29).

Report from the Call Committee
March 2009


The Call Committee met three Mondays during February in a continuing effort to develop the information requested by the Florida-Georgia District necessary to the call process. The requested information consists of material about the community, other Lutheran churches in the area, details about our church including our outreach efforts, our community involvement, our facilities, the challenges facing our congregation and the special pastoral qualities needed in our next pastor. In his instructions to us on developing the Congregational Profile, President Rev. Gerhard Michael, states that “the information will, when complete, provide a congregational profile which has three uses:

1. To help the congregation understand itself and its unique call to ministry. That is why the information the committee develops will be discussed with the congregation prior to submitting it to the Florida-Georgia District.

2. To help the District president understand the needs and opportunities of the congregation.

3. To help the pastor we call evaluate how well his gifts match the congregation’s needs and opportunities.”
The profile consists of four sections:

· Basic questions-a Self Evaluation Tool for 


     Congregations

· Demographics

· Finances

· Missional Information

We have been assisted in our discussions by Pastor Paul M. Foust, our Circuit Counselor and Pastor at Zion New Life Lutheran Church in Winter Garden, who has attended several of our meetings. This is a detailed process that has given all of us cause to reflect on what we believe and what we are doing that works in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with others.


More information will follow next month. Call me if you have questions.

Tom Prickett, 787-8003

Call Committee Chairman

A Prayer Request

In Dr. Burns’ Prescription for Happiness, comedian-actor George Burns wrote that after he played “God” in a movie, he received a letter simply addressed to “God—Beverly Hills, California.” It was from a 6-year-old boy who asked “God” to keep it from raining on the day of his baseball team’s championship game. The boy ended by saying, “Don’t forget; it’s this Sunday.”


Burns said he guessed it didn’t rain that day because he later received another letter from the boy that read, “Thanks, but we lost.”


Why We Give To The Church


Why should we be joyful and give thanks?  Why should we feed the hungry and support the poor?  I have a short list of responses to these questions:


In response to God’s grace in sending his Son;


In response to the love of Jesus Christ’s dying for us;


In response to the gifts of life which we have received;

In response to the gifts of life which we have so 

   abundantly received;

In response to the opportunities God gives us to discover 

   the meaning and purpose of life;


In response to his presence in our lives when we need him 

   the most.


God wants us to obey his desires, not out of fear, but out of love. The more we do this, the more we will want to do this so that we can please Him, serve Him and bring others to Him.



In March we will be donating $100.00 to the American Bible Society, $200.00 to the Leesburg Food Bank and $300.00 to the Salvation Army.

Joyce Bussler

Stewardship Committee


Serving Bethany in March
Pastor’s Assistants:    8:00 a.m.   Bill Grill (2), Otto Becken-





dorf (2), Waldo Laabs 


10:30 a.m.  Dennis Freitag, Bob Groh, 


Tom Prickett, Bill Dixon, Tom Gardner

Midweek Services:    Bill Grill, Waldo Laabs, Jerry Schmidt, Bob Groh
Lectors: 
8:00 a.m.   Caroline Rogers (2), Otto Becken-



   dorf (2), Cindy Beckendorf,


10:30 a.m.  Jean Delafchell, Bob Groh, Sharon


    Orluck, Loretta Dixon, Tom Gardner
Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Nick & Ann Burko

10:30 a.m.
Stan & Gloria Dickey
Visitor’s Desk:
8:00 a.m.  Dolores Wilkins


10:30 a.m.  Betty Kopp
Ushers:
8:00 a.m.    Jack Smith *
Harold Wilkins

10:30 a.m.
  Bill Butchart*
Bob Evans
Coffee Hour Hostesses:  Jan Freitag & Dorothy Anderson
Altar Guild:  Edna Wibbeler & Marlene Lampman
Choir notes

As we enter the Easter season we are reminded of God’s beauty in everything around us: the newness of spring, the beginning of new plants, new lives, the freshness of life.

However, as we choose our music for this Easter season, we are surrounded by many feelings. Some are sorrowful and tearful, others are full of hope, and other feelings sing of joy, peace and love.


God gave so much to us through His Son Jesus. The members of the choir are singing the anthems that depict all the feelings of the Easter season. I, as the director, am in constant awe of the voices as they blend together to share through music, the sorrowful and joyous Easter season.


Come and listen and be reminded of God’s great love for all of us, through music.

Musically yours,

Larry Luebben

The reason that the Ten Commandments are short and clear is that they were handed down direct, and not through several committees.


Dan Bennett

Love

Once again we have the opportunity to walk with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on His journey to Calvary. When I understand that this is why He was born, it is beyond my understanding. It is so hard to grasp the truth---that God loved a miserable sinner like me so much that He would sacrifice His only son to suffer the worst physical abuse and humiliation; to be nailed to a cross and to be abandoned by God the Father; to suffer and die to pay the penalty for my sins and for yours and the whole world’s. My prayer is that we walk in repentance daily and totally put our trust in Christ Jesus for His sacrifice and in all of His promises to us.


I learned this prayer as a child from a radio program that my mother listened to. I hope it blesses you.

Lord, lay some soul upon my heart and love that soul through me, and may I humbly do my part to win that soul for Thee. When I enter that beautiful city and the saints all around me appear, I would love to hear somebody whisper “it was you who invited me here.”

God bless each of you, I love you all.

Your friend in Christ and Evangelism,

Betty Kopp



Rummage sale


Here are some last minute details and instructions for the March 6th and 7th Rummage and Bake Sale:

· Please deliver all rummage items and plastic and paper bags for the upcoming sale no later than 10 a.m. on Thursday, March 5th. Fresh baked goods can be delivered starting Thursday morning or brought to the church no later than 8:30 a.m. Friday morning. Frozen baked goods can be delivered to the church any time and put in the freezer located next to the back door.

· HELPERS ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED! Please sign up at the table in the narthex. We have morning and afternoon shifts Monday through Thursday, and need at least twelve people on Friday and Saturday mornings during the actual sale. Or if you do not know your schedule, just come to help when you have time to give! 

· We will have a “sneak preview” on Thursday night from 5-7 p.m. for a $3.00 admission (this evening only).

· MEN ARE NEEDED on Saturday at 1 p.m. to help tear down tables and pack up unsold items to go to Habitat for Humanity Thrift Store.

· Please remember to continue handing out or posting our flyers. A last minute reminder to friends via e-mail would be a big help also.


Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will match funds up to $620.00, which means a total of $1,240 will be used for the shed fund if all works out well.


THANK YOU in advance for all your help and support!

The Women’s Guild
Shipments to World Relief

Bethany’s Quilting Group is pleased to announce that twenty-five full size quilts were shipped to Lutheran World Relief in the month of February.


In addition to the quilts, 122 Health Kits were also shipped to the warehouse in Maryland. We would like to say “thank you” to all who donated items for the kits. In addition to donations from Bethany members, both financial and of needed items, we received donations from Walgreens, Publix, and Main Street Dentist. The Women’s Guild supplemented the remainder.


Crafters’ Corner


Craft classes start again this month.  We are kicking off this fun season with a “Let’s Make Cards” class on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, at 9:00 a.m.  Madalon Ritter will lead this class.  A supply list and a sign up sheet will appear in the narthex on March 8.  There will be a small charge for this class to cover the cost of some supplies which Madalon will purchase for us to share.  She will have card samples for us to see, which will be next to the sign up sheet. Classes are a fun way to become better acquainted with other ladies in the congregation, so please join us.


For those of you who are new to the congregation and who may not know, the projects made in class are donated to the Mistletoe Mart and you come away with a new craft to continue at home. Another way we make crafts for the Mistletoe Mart is to make projects individually at home. We also hold workshops with an “assembly line” of workers who complete a project. These are also made at church.  Beginner’s floral design classes are offered in May. This is a messy project, so this is held outside at Beverly Groh’s home.  


An origami class will be held sometime in the near future. Eileen Mutsch and Pat Augustin are spearheading this project. Before a class date can be set, they need your help in collecting old Christmas cards or greeting cards of any sort. If you have any to donate, please drop them in our collection box in the fellowship hall.


We have found a variety of ways to use the huge donation of beads and doodads which were given to us a few weeks ago. Madalon has finished up the fabulous purses which the donor had started, and will also make Christmas stockings trimmed with beads. Bev Groh and Darlene Luebben are collaborating on throw pillows decorated with beads.  Let us know if you wish to dive into the box and make a project for the Mistletoe Mart.  The more the merrier!  Darlene has also loaned us a library of craft books, which offer other ideas for beaded projects.  Contact Beverly if you would like to look at them.


Donations of pillow forms (any size or shape) or craft stuffing are needed. We have four pillow forms, but are in need of more. If you can donate either of these items, please put them in the collection box.

We are always looking for new ideas. If you would you like to see a specific craft class offered or would be willing to lead a class in something you are skilled at, please contact Beverly Groh.

HAPPY CRAFTING!

 The Christmas Crafters

New Member:
Mrs. Sharon Davignon,

210 Willard Ave.

Fruitland Park, FL  34731

phone:  250-7340


Thrivent Financial for Lutherans


Members of Bethany Thrivent are sponsoring a Pot Luck Supper on Saturday, March 21 at 5 pm. in Kollmeyer Hall. Along with the dish you prepare to be shared at the meal, please bring a donation of canned goods or boxed food, which will be donated to the LEESBURG FOOD BANK. Watch for more information in the Sunday bulletins in March.

The woman who has been in charge of Leesburg Food Bank is recuperating from a broken hip and the other volunteers are trying to keep things going while Harriet mends. In these times when there is so much need it is hoped Leesburg Food Bank will be able to continue its operation. 


Bethany members are generous in donating each month. It is hoped this will be in addition to regular donations.

Edna Wibbeler

BETHANY SINGLES

March 9 is the date for the lunch at THE WAY. This is the first time for Bethany Singles to experience eating at the place where The Lord’s table is set in the front window and salads have such names as “The Genesis,”, “The Martha,” “The Paradise,” “The Trinity,”   etc., and sandwiches are named  “The Matthew,” “The James,” “The Thomas,” “The Corinthian,” etc.


Remember the date: March 9--the time: 2:30 p.m.


the Place:  THE WAY, 215 W. Main St. Leesburg




Other Witnesses about Christ

There is much historical evidence, besides the Bible, that Jesus did indeed live and that his life, death, and resurrection were the foundation of Christianity.


One famous non-Christian historian named Flavius Josephus lived about A.D. 37. He focused primarily on Jewish history but also wrote the following words: “now there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man…a doer of wonderful works. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles.”


The writings of Josephus provide important extra-bibical information about the people, customs and geography during Jesus’ time. Origen, A Christian author who wrote around the year 240, said Josephus “did not accept Jesus as Christ.” But by mentioning Jesus in his history texts, Josephus added credibility to the Lord’s earthly life.


What is Prayer?

If the Bible is our food, then prayer is our air. It’s the way by which we draw in the atmosphere of God.

Prayer is rich and varied. Sometimes we confess our sins in a prayer of penitence. Sometimes we praise God in worship and thanksgiving. Sometimes we ask God for help and grace to meet whatever comes our way. Sometimes we pray for other people. Sometimes we’re quiet, knowing that when we stop clamoring and pleading our case, there comes a sense of God’s reply, some intimation of his will, some message from him to us.


Remember that nothing God can ever give is comparable to himself. It is God we seek in prayer. Everything else is secondary.
New Bible Study Disk
The Evangelism Committee is now distributing Disk 5 for the home Bible study on the Gospel Luke. This material comes from KFUO’s daily Bible study program. KFUO is the radio broadcasting service of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The files on these disks are mp3 audio files and can be played on your computer, DVD players and mp3 capability or other types of mp3 players. Copies of previously distributed studies are also available. Contact Betty Kopp for more information.

On the Lighter Side

A collector of rare books ran into an acquaintance of his who had just thrown away an old Bible that had been in his family for generations. He happened to mention that Guten-somebody had printed it.

“Not Gutenberg?” gasped the book collector.


“Yes, I believe that was the name.”


“You idiot! You’ve thrown away one of the first books ever printed. A recent copy sold at an auction for $400,000.”

“Mine wouldn’t have been worth a dime,” replied the man. “Some guy named Martin Luther had scribbled all over it.”

It maybe time to go on a Lenten diet when…
· On a recent Caribbean cruise, the captain ordered you to stay in the center of the ship.

· You have to rent a U-Haul to go on a picnic.

· People decide to follow you up on the next elevator.

· You burn out a refrigerator bulb every two weeks.

Eleventh Commandment: Thou shalt not weigh more than thy refrigerator.


Lent is…

…a time to examine the issues of life in the light of the cross. What difference have we allowed Christ to make in our hearts and our daily agendas?

   a time to meditate and reflect on the spiritual resources in our lives. It is a time to take inventory and make adjustments…to bring spiritual things to the center of our life and give them priority.


…occasion to pull aside from the hurry and hassle of living, to sort out the important, the eternal, the priorities. By so doing, the mundane, the mediocre, and the minor things have a way of being put back into place.

…a time to assess one’s spiritual journey and to review its values. Christ’s death for His created ones is evidence that He wills victory and meaning for all persons.

Lent is the opportunity to move within the shadows of the Cross and let the heart be bathed with God’s love.
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