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FEARLESS GIVING IN F EARFUL TIMES  

What are you afraid of? Fear of change? Fear of failure? Fear of the future? The list goes on and on. 

And at the top today might be fear of a collapsing economy. Fear of ònot having enoughó is a huge 

obstacle for many Christian givers of all income levels.  As I listen closely to all of you during these 

past months this is the underlining emotion that is running through our society. 

 

I have a different fear for us today.  I fear we have as a Christian culture, lost our way when it comes 

to our attitude about giving.  In America today, our charitable giving stands at 2.2% of our income.  

In 1929, when the Great Depression spiraled downward, charitable giving was at 3.3%.  Three 

generations ago, when life got hard, people reached out to God and to one another.  Today, when 

life gets hard, we often hunker down and care mostly about ourselves. 

 

Thatõs why our Stewardship campaign òFearless Giving in Fearful Timesó is right on target to the 

struggles we are experiencing.  You know what the irony in all this is?  I have never heard anyone 

say, òI tried tithing but it didnõt work.ó  And yet I have heard countless people say òWell, Iõve never 

tried tithing, but I am certain that it wouldnõt work.ó 

 

In his first inaugural address, Franklin Roosevelt uttered the now-oft-quoted phrase òthe only thing 

we have to fear is fear itself.ó What a great reminder that we shouldnõt let fear become a self-

fulfilling prophecy that prevents us from acting on our values and beliefs. 

 

Is God the center of our lives?  Do we really believe when God says òTrust me, I will care for you?ó  

Here is the good news that no matter what you give, God loves you.  God will not love you more if 

you tithe; God will not love you less, even if you give nothing.  Itõs really your choice, and you still get 

all the benefits of Jesusõ death upon the cross and Godõs promise that your sins are forgiven.  You 

see thatõs the incomprehensible covenant that God has made with his people. 

 

If we could get to heaven by virtue of a tithe, Iõll bet everybody would do it!  But, if we gain heaven 

as a gift, then what Jesus invites us to do becomes a concrete expression of our gratitude; a love 

gift every week that would say beyond words òThank you, God; thank you.ó 

 

On November 14 and 15 you and your family will be invited to come forward to offer your 

commitment to Christ and His church during our worship services.  We will return to God what he 

has graciously given to us.  By His grace God gives to us a way to say òThank you.  Thank you for 

loving me so much.ó  And this my friends, is stewardship.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Pastor David Nordstrand 
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Please help your church 

office to be as efficient and 

helpful as possible by 

keeping the following in 

mind: 

 

Church Office Hours, Deadlines & Other Important Information... 
Weekly Publication 

All information for the 

weekly "Inside Builder" is 

due in the church office by 

Tuesdays at noon. 

 

Monthly Publication 

All information for the 

monthly newsletter "The 

Builder" is due in the church 

office by the 2nd Monday of 

each month.  

 
Please send your article to 

secretary@stlc.org.  Late 

article will be added to the 

next publication. 

Office Hours 

Keep in mind the posted 

hours of the church office:  

Monday through Friday - 9:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The church staff meets at 

10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays so 

the phones will not be 

answered at that time and will 

go into voicemail.  

Occasionally the staff will 

have lunch offsite on 

Tuesdays so please call 

before coming to make sure 

we are here.  If you need 

access to the church at other 

times please call and we will 

work with you to make other 

arrangements. 

Church Copier 

If you use the church copier 

please record the number of 

all copies made and their 

purpose.   All instructions for 

this are at the copier.   

 

Voicemail & Email 

All voicemail & email 

messages will be answered as 

soon as possible.  Messages 

left after 3:00 p.m. on Friday 

will be returned on the next 

business day. 

Is the SECOND MONDAY of each 
month. 

 

Thank you! 

E-mail: secretary@stlc.org 

Office Hours: 

Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 3 pm or 

By Appointment: 894-2040 

Staff  Office Phone 

894-2040  

Pastor David A. Nordstrand pastor@stlc.org Ext. 11 

Associate Pastor Ellen Stelzle pastorellen@stlc.org Ext. 14 

Administrative Executive Verne Sandhurst associate@stlc.org Ext. 20 

Youth & Family Director Kelley Miller youth@stlc.org Ext. 13 

Director of Music Programs Rebecca Noameshie rebeccan@stlc.org Ext. 19 

Keyboardist Miriam Sukraw   

Secretary/Receptionist  April Hansen secretary@stlc.org Ext. 10 

Bookkeeper/Data & Records Beth Holly office@stlc.org Ext. 12 

Custodians Virgil & Jan Coleman   

Altar Flowers Jan Hiner   

If not please call Beth at the church office: 

894-2040 or email at office@stlc.org.  This has 

become such a widely used method of 

communication and we want to make sure we 

keep up to date. 
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Consider a trip to  

Tanzania!!  
 
You are invited to visit our 

companion synod in Tanzania! As 

we continue to deepen our 

relationship with the Northern 

Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Tanzania, two Nebraska 

Synod-sponsored trips to Tanzania 

are planned for 2010: 

Feb. 1-16, 2010  

July 13-28, 2010  

 

Estimated costs range from $3,600 

(February trip) to $4,350 (July trip) 

which covers all airfare, 

transportation, meals, safari fees 

and visas. The trip includes visits to 

ministry sites of the Northern 

Diocese as well as a safari to the 

Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater. 

 

These trips flow from the 

relationship we share with our 

companion synod in Tanzania. The 

companion synod program enables 

the Nebraska Synod to experience 

the gifts and witness of the 

Northern Diocese of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

 

Interested? Please contact Pr. 

Martin Russell or Stephanie 

Lusienski in the Nebraska Synod 

office (402) 896-5311. Space is 

limited. 

Advent Services: 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Dec. 2 ~ 9 ~ 16 
 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Services: 

*3:00 p.m.  

*5:00 p.m.  

7:00 pm.  

11:00 p.m.  

 

*Childcare will be offered at 

the 3:00 & 5:00 p.m. 

services. 

  

Wednesday,  

November 25 at 7:00 p.m.  

Thanksgiving Worship  
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Congregational 
Life 

Ministry Team 

November 24, 2009 at 7:00pm 

Movie Night: òBoy in the Stripped 

Pajamasó 

Host: Jenelle Herman, contact her 

at 891-0116.  

Novel Ideas 

Women of St. Thomas are welcome to 

join us Wednesday mornings  at 9:30 

a.m. for Graceõs Place.  We are 

continuing a study of the book of Acts 

which is the story of the early church 

and how it spread throughout the 

world.  For more information, please 

contact Pastor Ellen at 894-2040 or 

pastorellen@stlc.org. 

The Lutheran Magazine 
Group subscription time is here! 

Cost: $11.75 

(January-December yearly subscription: 9 

issues) 

Deadline: November 11, 2009 

 

Ordering as a group saves $6.70 off each 

subscription.  If you would like to subscribe please 

contact Beth Holly:  

office@stlc.org 

894-2040 Ext. 12 (leave msg.) 

Then  place a check in the amount of $11.75 

payable to STLC in the offering plate or mail to St. 

Thomas, 17007 Q Street, Omaha, NE  68135-1523.  

Please note in the memo line of the check òLutheran 

Magazine. 

 

What is The Lutheran Magazine?  Their mission 

states: 

 

òThe Lutheran magazine belongs to the people 

of the ELCA in all our diversity. The magazine: 

Å Nurtures awareness of Christ's presence in our 

lives and the world. 

Å Shares stories of God's people living their 

faith. 

Å Connects us with the global Christian 

community. 

Å Provides an open forum for discussion. 

Å Challenges us to bring God's grace and care to 

all.ó 

 

For more detailed information about The Lutheran 

Magazine check out their website ð 

www.thelutheran.org 

http://www.thelutheran.org
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FaithLink groups  
The Small Group Excitement at St. Thomas! 

 

FaithLink small groups are designed to help people find community within our congregation.  

Once we get to know others more personally, we too will be known and feel more a part of the 

mission and vision of St. Thomas.  FaithLink groups meet once a month, and are organized 

around a common interest or theme and include fellowship, devotion and service. 

 

Our once a month FaithLink groups are beginning to meet and more are being formed along the 

way. Current groups include:  

Movie Loverõs:  Meets every 3rd Sunday of the month, afternoon or evening.  Includes 

dessert.  Contact Megan Vogel at 740-9565. 

 

Table Talk:  Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Perkinõs @ 108th and L St.  Join 

Kerri Ruth and the group for dinner and topical conversation. 

 

Mission Christo Rey:  This group will partner with our sister congregation in South 

Omaha to reach out in service to the larger Omaha community and beyond.  A date to 

worship with Christo Rey is being planned, so please let Pastor Ellen know if you 

would like to attend with us! Meets Sunday, Nov. 8th to attend worship at Cristo Rey.  

Contact Pastor Ellen for more information:  894-2040 or pastorellen@stlc.org 

 

History of Early Christianity :  A DVD Study Meets every third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at 

Karen Montgomeryõs home: 16335 Chicago Circle 

 

      Current Study:  From Jesus to Constantine: A History of Early Christianity.  This is a 

DVD series by Professor Bart Ehrman of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

Dr. Ehrman has a Master of Divinity degree and a Ph.D. from Princeton Theological 

Seminary.  This follows the òfascinating tale of early Christianity and its many subplots 

to illuminate significant issues in the history of this major world religion.ó Topics are 

varied and range from the religious world of early Christianity, oral and written 

traditions about Jesus, the Apostle Paul, the anti-Jewish use of the Old Testament, the 

early persecutions of the State, the diversity of early Christian communities, the rise of 

the Christian liturgy, the doctrine of the Trinity, and much more.  There are 24 

lectures, each 30 minutes long.  We will start out viewing two each month. 

 

      Please call Karen Montgomery at 330-0947 if interested in joining this group. 

 

      Come and be a part of a growing experience that will connect you to others through 

friendship and common faith. 
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Adult Forum begins Sundays at 10:10 a.m. 
 

November:  
 

Adult Forum is an opportunity for adults to learn more about the Bible and topics 

relevant to our faith in life.  It is an informal setting and a great place to ask 

questions and get to know others in the church. 

 

This November we will look at òMaking Sense of Scripture:  Big 

Questions About the Book of Faithó.  A few of these questions 

include:  òWhere did the Bible come from?  How Can I Read the Bible 

with Greater Understanding? and Is there a ôCenterõ to Scripture?ó 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us in the blue section of the sanctuary each Sunday 

morning at 10:10 a.m.  For more information, contact Pastor Ellen at 894-2040.  

Note:   

 

There will be no Adult Forum Nov.29. 
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Hospitality servers needed! 
If you are interested in helping serve coffee and 
donuts between the 9:00 and 11:00 services, we need 
you!  All of the goodies are provided, we are looking 
for people willing to help serve and clean up this 
important ministry of 
hospitality.  Please contact 
Pastor Ellen at 894-2040 or 
pastorellen@stlc.org. 

https://webmail7.dotsterhost.com/horde17999/imp/compose.php?to=pastorellen%40stlc.org
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2009-2010  
 

Sunday School Bulletin Board  
Please take a moment to look at the new Sunday School Bulletin Board outside the Sanctuary, in the hallway 
by the coat rack.  You can see pictures of the Teachers and keep up-to-date with whatôs happening in 
Sunday School.   

 

Sunday School Coordinators and Teachers for 2008-2009 
Sunday School Co-Coordinators: Vicki Anderson, Sarah Headlee, Tracy Michel  

Preschool 3's: Angie Peterson, Rochelle Schuka, Julie Schuppan  

Preschool 4's: Shannon Hunt, Dee Mendez, Katy & Josh Willis  

Kindergarten: Lisa Koziol & Kathleen Ulrich, Travis & Chris Wilcoxen, Tori Young 

1st Grade:  

Section 1: Sarah & Joel Haver, Mida & Ted Lehtinen, Chris & Allison Spicer 

Section 2: Kathy Maline, Keely Rackliffe, Katy & Josh Willis 

2nd Grade: Janie Hartman, Catherine Hearty, Sandy Wahl, 

3rd Grade: Chantel Brown, Melanie Kennedy, Erin & Rich Hoffman 

4th Grade: Chris Anderson, Kris & Kurt Kitson, Carol Vogel 

5th Grade: Karen Lagerstrom, Dan Miller, Jennifer Stringer  

Middle School: Jeff Leach, Cheryl Walsh 

High School: Kelley Miller  

 

PROJECT HOPE 
Sunday School Service Project - 2009 

 

Thanks to all the families that donated books and cookies for Project Hope!  To learn more about Project 
Hope, visit their website: www.projecthopeomaha.org 
 

Important Dates:   

November 29, 2009: No Sunday schoolïThanksgiving Weekend 

December 19, 2009: Christmas Family Celebration 

December 20, 2009: Christmas Party 

December 27, 2009: No Sunday schoolïChristmas break 

January 3, 2010: No Sunday schoolïChristmas break 

We are also collecting 

cardboard 1 dozen egg 

cartons for our resurrection 

egg project. Thank you! 

Sunday School (August ï May) 

Preschool Classes (3 &4/5 yearolds) @ 9 ï 9:40 a.m. 

Kindergarten ï 12th Grade @ 10:10 ï 10:55 a.m. 

Youth & 
Family  

Ministry 
Team 

http://www.projecthopeomaha.org/
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Worship & 
Music 

Ministry 
Team 

Choir Rehearsals... 
 Rehearsal Time & Day  Location Contact  

Adult Choir Thursday 6:00 pm 213 
Rebecca Noameshie 

rebeccan@stlc.org  

Sunday Worship Team  Thursday 7:30 pm  Sanctuary  
Chris Johnson 

chrisj@bgagurney.com 

Chime Choir Thursday 7:30 pm 213 

Nancy Schuerman 

gschuerman@gmail.com or  

861-9995  

This team leads worship at the 9:00 a.m. Sunday morning Service  

Saturday Worship 

Team  
Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary  

Rebecca Noameshie 

rebeccan@stlc.org 

This team leads worship at the 5:00 p.m. Saturday evening service  

Instrumentalists needed:  
St Thomas instrumental music is in need of more people.  If you are interested in playing chimes, brass, 

flute or woodwinds please contact Rebecca Noameshie at the church office at 894-2040 or email her at 

rebeccan@stlc.org. 

 

 

Saturday worship team: 
The Saturday Worship Team need musicians!  Guitars, bass, keyboards, singers.  If you would 

like to share your gift through praise music we would love to have you.  Contact Rebecca 

Noameshie at the church office at 894-2040 or email her at rebeccan@stlc.org. 
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Choir Schedule 
Nov. 15  .................................................................. PreK & K  

@ 9am 

Nov. 15  .............................................................. Shine Choir  

@ 11am (beginning) 

Dec. 6  ................................................................ Shine Choir  

@ 9am 

Dec. 13  .................................................................. PreK & K  

@ 9am 

Dec. 19  ...................................... Family Christmas Program  

@ 5pm 

Dec. 24  ................................................ PreK & K and Shine  

Christmas Eve Service time is TBA  


