
West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod                                                     Volume 24, Issue 3 November 2011

Sisters Supporting Sisters
2011 Synodical Convention
Each year we look forward to the fellowship at our synodical convention.  This year we celebrated the special relationships we have as women of common faith.   Did you know that being part of an organization such as Women of the ELCA is actually beneficial to your health?  We learned many interesting tidbits about sisters, and explored relationships between Biblical sisters and other women of the Bible.   
cont. page 2
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It seems more than a little odd to be writing the President’s column.   So many women who I have admired and worked with have appeared here!   The thing that gives me courage is our wonderful SWO board.  What a group of talented women surround me!
The weekend of September 30-October 1, we met at Bishop Hodges to plan for the coming year.  In this issue you will see that many creative new ideas emerged from that meeting.  We are considering ways to make the Synodical Convention more accessible, how to reach a more diverse population of women through social media and other means, and the adoption of goals that will be in keeping with our vision for women’s ministry in this territory.
You will not see us referencing the three committees that we usually talk about: Community, Action and Growth.  If you look carefully though, you will see these mission areas action in our goals.  As a board, we first set the goals for the 2011-2012 year.
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Convention continued from page 1
The 24th Synodical Convention of the WV-Western MD Women of the ELCA was held at Bishop Hodges Center for Pastoral Care in Huttonsville, WV. There was a total of 24 voting members and a total in attendance of 38.
 
Twenty-two themed baskets were donated for the silent auction and a total of $629.00 was raised for Lutheran World Relief.  The Love offering received a total of $1,206.00 and will be distributed as follows:
       1/2 Seminarian Scholarship Program
       1/4 Lutheran Lines
       1/4 Shenandoah Battered Women's Center
 
In-kind gifts of personal items were collected for women's ministry projects in the Martinsburg, WV area.
 
During the business meeting we elected a new President, Norma Bowyer; Vice President, Linda Roland; Secretary, Lois Broyles, and 4 new Board Members: Jane Hazer, Beverly McDonald, Marilyn Pemberton and Janis Smith. Those leaving the board included Dolly Nilsen, President and Board Members: Lola Graham and Denise Porter.
 
The Churchwide Representative was Phyllis Rude from Anchorage, Alaska. Phyllis informed us of the reasoning behind the name change for the magazine, Lutheran Women Today to Gather. The magazine is read by a large audience, some of whom are not Lutheran. The name change will give the magazine an even more ecumenical appeal. She also gave highlights of the 8th Triennial held in Spokane, WA July 12-17, 2011.
 
The weekend was filled with many activities, including a Bible study by Pastor Wendy Richter from Mountain Parish on Friday.  Linda Roland presented a Bible study on Saturday. 

Each woman in attendance was paired with another for Sister Duo activities and we were encouraged to keep in touch though out the year. On Saturday evening Beverly McDonald presented a slide show of West Virginia that highlighted many areas of interest in our beautiful state. We also enjoyed some very delicious meals and some free time to enjoy the beautiful surroundings of the Bishop Hodges Center. 
 

President’s corner continued from page 1
These goals are:
1.  Renew enthusiasm of women in the congregations of our synod.
	2.   Respond to the needs of people made vulnerable by disaster or hunger.
	3.  Rejoice, support and share our faith journey through the use of social and other media.
	4.  Lift in prayer our sisters in Christ, particularly in our synod.

Once the goals were determined we looked around the table and asked, “Who has the desire and passion to be responsible for each goal?”  Hands were enthusiastically raised until we got to the one which included social media.  It was the words that scared some of us, but as you will see we rose to the task.   What would we call these work groups?   Inspired to change we looked at the 2011 Triennial theme:  Renew! Respond! Rejoice!   This seemed to work perfectly.   We want to renew our women both spiritually and in reaching out.  We respond to the Good News of Jesus Christ by reaching out to those in need and in working within our organizations, and we rejoice in the goodness of a God who loves us despite our faults.   You may want to think about creative new ways to enliven your local units!
You will find,  as promised, complete financial reports for the past two financial years in this issue.   If you have questions, let us know.
I am excited to serve as your president, and you are welcome to e-mail or phone me any time.   Yes,  I can still be reached via snail mail too!
May God richly bless your work.   Norma















	
                                     WV-Western MD Women of the ELCA
	

	                                      2009 Financial Report
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	                Bank Balance @ 12/31/08
	
	6,715.06

	
	
	Receipts
	
	

	
	
	
	Regular Congregational Offering
	2,805.78
	

	
	
	
	Cluster Offerings
	1,127.00
	

	
	
	
	Lutheran Lines
	582.00
	

	
	
	
	LOVE Offerings 2009
	2,380.00
	

	
	
	
	Thrivent Donation
	500.00
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Offering
	595.00
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Registration
	6,649.78
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Donation
	223.00
	

	
	
	
	Cluster Retreat
	1,389.01
	

	
	
	
	Other Income
	2,262.18
	

	
	
	
	Tour de Revs-ELCA World Hunger
	4,615.85
	

	
	
	
	Transfers from Savings
	1,750.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Receipts
	
	24,879.60

	
	
	Disbursements
	
	

	
	
	
	Bank Service Charges
	11.00
	

	
	
	
	Board Expenses
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Lodging
	190.17
	

	
	
	
	
	Meeting Expenses
	610.90
	

	
	
	
	Total Board Expenses
	801.07
	

	
	
	
	Bulletin of  Reports
	419.30
	

	
	
	
	Churchwide
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1/2 of SWO Convention Offering
	297.50
	

	
	
	
	
	1/2 Reg Congregational Offering
	1,402.89
	

	
	
	
	Total Churchwide
	1,700.39
	

	
	
	
	Cluster Expenses
	1,389.01
	

	
	
	
	Cursory Review
	160.00
	

	
	
	
	Donations - Churchwide Women United in WV
	100.00
	

	
	
	
	ELCA World Hunger
	4,615.85
	

	
	
	
	Lutheran Lines Expenses
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Labels
	17.05
	

	
	
	
	
	Permit
	185.00
	

	
	
	
	
	Postage
	178.56
	

	
	
	
	
	Printing
	667.00
	

	
	
	
	Total Lutheran Lines Expenses
	1,047.61
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Expenses
	5,710.39
	

	
	
	
	SWO Scholarships (Karen Propst & Grace Simmons)
	2,000.00
	

	
	
	Total Disbursements
	
	17,954.62

	
	
	
	
	Bank Balance @ 12/31/09
	
	   13,640.04


	                                         WV-Western MD Women of  the ELCA           
	
	

	                                     January - December 2010
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bank Balance @ 12/31/09
	
	13,640.04
	

	
	
	Receipts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Regular Congregational Offering
	6,781.95
	
	

	
	
	
	LOVE Offerings 2010
	1,345.00
	
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Offering
	392.00
	
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Registration
	6,514.50
	
	

	
	
	
	Cluster Retreat
	1,514.53
	
	

	
	
	
	Other Income
	369.72
	
	

	
	
	
	Transfers from Savings
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Receipts
	
	16,917.70
	

	
	
	Disbursements
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Bank Service Charges
	7.00
	
	

	
	
	
	Board Expenses
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Lodging
	316.95
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Meals
	113.62
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Board Expenses
	430.57
	
	

	
	
	
	Churchwide
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1/2 of SWO Convention Offering
	196.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1/2 Reg Congregational Offering
	2,518.71
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Churchwide
	2,714.71
	
	

	
	
	
	Cluster Expenses
	1,514.53
	
	

	
	
	
	Donations
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Churchwide Women United in WV
	100.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Community Lutheran Partners, Inc.
	820.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	St. Mark's Lutheran Church-Clarksburg
	150.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod
	500.00
	Gift
	

	
	
	
	Total Donations
	1,570.00
	
	

	
	
	
	ELCA World Hunger
	500.00
	
	

	
	
	
	LOVE Offerings
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	SWO Scholorship - 1/2 to savings
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	St. James Lutheran Church - 1/4 Food Pantry
	336.25
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Lutheran Lines - 1/4 remained in checking acct
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	Total LOVE Offerings
	336.25
	
	

	
	
	
	Lutheran Lines Expenses
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Postage
	540.19
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Printing
	692.29
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Lutheran Lines Expenses
	1,232.48
	
	

	
	
	
	SWO Convention Expenses
	6,211.15
	
	

	
	
	
	SWO Scholorship (Karen Propst)
	1,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	Women of ELCA Insurance
	15.20
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Disbursements
	
	15,531.89
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bank Balance @ 12/31/10
	
	15,025.85
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	These  financial reports are expected to be audited by the end of 2011.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Respectfully Submitted
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Janis Smith, Treasurer
	
	
	






West Virginia-Western Maryland
Synodical Women’s Organization
Officers and Board Members
2011-2012

PRESIDENT:		Norma Bowyer				304-873-1172
			31 Meathouse Fork Road			normabowyer@aol.com
			New Milton, WV 26411

VICE-PRESIDENT:		Linda Roland				304-586-0167
			P.O. Box 1121				lindajroland@frontier.net
			Eleanor, WV 25070

SECRETARY:		Lois Broyles				loisinwv@hotmail.com
			6607 Clark Drive 				304-962-2541
Barboursville, WV 25504

TREASURER:		Janis Smith				304-559-4701 cell						214 Ash Avenue				304-810-0614  home
			Moundsville, WV 26041 			janiss123@hotmail.com


Board Members:	                Ruth Craig				304-358-7121
			HC 61 Box 23B				ruthc@hughesnet.net
			Sugar Grove, WV 26815

			Jane Hazer				304-636-6434
			202 Washington Avenue
			Elkins, WV  26241

			Beverly McDonald			304-229-0505
			599 Poet’s Lane				towheebev@frontier.com
			Inwood, WV 25428	
			
Marilyn Pemberton			304-552-1717
117 Woodland Forest Circle		marilynkp@aol.com
Winfield, WV 25213

Andrea Prytz				304-267-1411
P.O. Box 1224				kittys3@comcast.net
Martinsburg, WV 25402

Pat Schillings				304-345-9003
40 Northwood Road #4			purrfectpat@suddenlink.net
Charleston, WV 25314

Marjorie Wolf				304-243-9002
34 Pleasant Drive				ewolf@stratuswave.net
Wheeling, WV 26003-1447
Cluster Coordinators
Monongahela Valley-Mountain			Denise Porter
304-629-9376
						103 Juniper Lane
						Fairmont, WV 26554
						Porter.denise@gmail.com

Ohio-Kanawha Valley				Linda Roland
P.O. Box 121 
Eleanor, WV 25070
304-586-0167
									lindajroland@frontier.net 
			
			Potomac					Andrea Prytz
						304-267-1411
						P .O. Box 1224 
Martinsburg, WV 25402
						kittys3@comcast.net		

Upper Ohio Valley				Janis Smith
									214 Ash Avenue
									Moundsville, WV 26041
									304-810-0614
									Janiss123@hotmail.co
Can you help with our Celebration?
As part of our 25th celebration, we would love to display some of the lovely banners from past conventions.  If you have some and are willing to share them for the weekend, please let Pat or Marilyn know so we can properly display them.  We are also still looking for three sets of communion ware that has somehow gotten misplaced over the years.  Two sets were from Triennials.  
[image: ]

Convention 2012
“Joy with a Silver Lining”
Can you believe it? The West Virginia/Western Maryland Women of the ELCA will be celebrating their 25th annual synodical convention in Charleston, WV at Blessed John XXIII Pastoral Center on August 3-4, 2012. We are in the planning stages and checking out many possibilities as to the structure of our 2012 convention.  Thanks for all the ideas on your evaluation forms! We hope to do some activities dealing with computers and social media (since we are now on Facebook), diversity, crafts, and WELCA resources, just to name a few. We are also thinking about conducting the business session on Friday and leave Saturday for “finding the silver lining on how to maintain our joy.” We want to do this through Bible Study, workshops, and presentations. Inspiring devotions, joyful music, and worship will remain as part of our convention to help us grow in our faith. We would like to continue the basket silent auction. This year our theme will be “Baskets of Joy”, and the monetary donations will go to Community Lutheran Partners. We would love to hear from you on how we can share our Joy at the 25th convention! Just like last year, we will offer scholarships for 1) a woman from a church that has not sent a delegate in the last five years or more AND 2) a younger woman (under age 40) who is a first time participant in the synodical convention. As you can tell, many ideas have been proposed. If you would like to share your suggestions, please contact us by e-mail or on Facebook.
Marilyn ( marylnkp@aol.com)  Pat (purrfectpat@suddenlink.net) 
Joy and Peace,
Marilyn Pemberton & Pat Schillings
Convention Co-chairs














In Memoriam
Roberta "Bobbie" Crain, a member of St. Mark Lutheran Church in Wheeling, died on August 10 of breast cancer.  Bobbie was a member of the first Synodical Board and served 1987-1988 and 1988-1989.  She was also co-chair of the Second Synodical Convention in Charleston at John XXIII.  We send our deepest sympathy to Bobbie’s family and we keep them in our prayers.





	


Lutheran Lines
Vol. 24, No. 3, November 2011
Lutheran Lines is published three times annually and distributed without charge to members of the WV-WMd  Synodical  Women’s Organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and to the bishop and certain officers churchwide. Subscriptions to outside organizations are $2.00 per year. Not everything listed in Lutheran Lines has received official review or endorsement by the  officers and board of the WV-WMd Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA
Editors:  Andrea Prytz
Norma Bowyer
Editorial Office:  31 Meathouse Fork Rd
New Milton, WV  26411  e-mail Kittys3@comcast.net 
normabowyer@aol.com








Monongahela Valley-Mountain
Ohio Kanawha Valley Cluster Retreat
Once again Monongahela Valley-Mountain and Ohio –Kanawha Valley Clusters met for a weekend retreat at beautiful Tygart Lake near Grafton, WV.  
“Listen, God is Calling” was the theme of the weekend.   Linda Buckel, Jane Hazer and Norma Bowyer began each session with a hilarious three way conversation (which was how they planned the retreat)  highlighting things like goals, session material and the importance of listening carefully.   As usual laughter and lively discussion made for a warm and wonderful time.  Karen Stouch, Pat and Lynn Schillings led us in song.
Evening prayer led by Pat Schillings was followed by a business session.  Denise Porter was elected cluster coordinator of the Monongahela Valley-Mountain Cluster.   There were six board members present at the retreat.  The group discussed some proposed changes made by the board and decided unanimously to “do it all again next year!”   The evening ended with BINGO.
Sunday morning, after Bible Study, the group traveled into Grafton to worship at Church of the Covenant.   Following worship we were treated to a wonderful luncheon by the women of that church.  
The women of St Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV will host our Spring Cluster event.  Look for details in the next Lutheran Lines.
POTOMAC CLUSTER
The Potomac Cluster met on October 8 at the Baker Community Center in Baker, West Virginia, with twenty women in attendance.  It was a picture-perfect autumn day, and the leaves showed off their glorious colors.  The drive through the mountains  to Baker was stunningly beautiful.  We enjoyed a day of laughter, friendship, Bible Study, devotions, inspiration, and making gifts for others. 
Thank you to the ladies at Zion Lutheran Church in Baker for the delicious breakfast and making the day so enjoyable and comfortable.  Thank you to Tammy Combs of Zion Lutheran Church, Baker, for making table crafts for everyone.  They are beautiful!  
The Theme was “Serving God and each other”.  The Bible Verse was 1 Peter 4:10-11.    Andrea Prytz welcomed everyone.  Beverly McDonald led us as we shared our Joys and Sorrows.  Dolly Nilsen, outgoing president of the West Virginia/Western Maryland Synodical Board, brought Greetings from the Board.  Ruanna Hess gave the Secretary’s Report.  Kandi Ruth gave the Treasurer’s Report in Linda Riley’s absence.  Kelly Knitter gave the Bible Study, and we made a craft based on the Bible verse.
After a delicious potluck luncheon, Ruth Craig talked about Lutheran World Relief, and we made 25 Care Kits to send to them.  There was a discussion about making changes to the West Virginia/Western Maryland Synodical Convention, starting in 2013.  The women voted to give $150 for the materials used to make the care kits.  $150 was given to Lutheran World Relief to purchase mosquito netting to prevent malaria in Africa.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Spring Cluster Meeting on April 14, 2012 at the Baker Community Center, Baker, West Virginia.  We would love to see you there!
Andrea Prytz  Chair, Potomac ClusterCo-President, St. John’s Women of the ELCA.























	Gather
Lutheran Women Today is now Gather.
You can subscribe by calling 800-328-4648 or by visiting gathermagazine.org.  “Same great magazine-brand new name.  The thoughtful articles and Bible studies that you have come to rely on will remain.


	


West Virginia Western Maryland WELCA  
On Facebook
If you have internet access, you now can keep up with what women have been doing around our synod and tell us about your unit.  The WV-WMd  Synodical Women now have a Facebook page.  It is easy to access.  Just go to Facebook.com.  You do not need to sign up yourself, but can if you like.  In the “search” box type in “West Virginia Western Maryland welca”.  It includes a link to our SWO website.  
We want to hear from all of you!  Tell us what the women in your congregation have been doing.  You can even add pictures.  Share a story about how participating in the Women of the ELCA has increased your spiritual growth.  Let us know if you have a prayer request.  How great to have so many extra prayers about your concern.  Share places you have found good resources for your meetings or projects.  Keep in mind that the Churchwide Women of the ELCA website has resources galore.  Ask for information or clarification about anything to do with Women of the ELCA.  
The board hopes that this can become another great way to fellowship with each other.  Good news is that it can be done anytime and there is no gas involved.  I think I can speak for all the board members when I say that getting to know other Lutheran women from around the synod is a true blessing.
[image: ]



Upper Ohio Valley
Upper Ohio Valley women met October 22 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Weirton, WV.  19 women attended including Pastor Bussey from Trinity.  Cluster Coordinator Janis Smith hosted the event titled "Grounded in Christ" where devotions focused on different types of bad coffee (weak, bitter, stale, cold, sour) written by Julia Bettencourt ( http://www.juliabettencourt.com).  In order to avoid being one of these bad types, as Christians, we have to learn to make time for God in our daily lives, to tend to our relationship with God by being in the presence of God more.  We then incorporated this information by working in small groups to discuss what type of coffee our WELCA groups are.
The event closed with a talk from Sherri Schafer thanking each of the women for their continued support for Community Lutheran Partners, and then a nice lunch put on by the women at Trinity.
Overall, the event went very well.
 
 
 













Who Was IT?
Did you remember who was in past convention picture printed in the May 2011 Lutheran Lines?   Lynn Schillings was modeling  the lovely ensemble.  The picture was taken at the 1996 convention at Priest’s Field near Martinsburg.   Look for more past convention pictures this year as we celebrate twenty five years of Women of the ELCA in West Virginia-Western Maryland.




I just love a new way to chat awhile!

chat



Just Like  A Payday Candy Bar
[image: ]
Beverly McDonald brought this recipe to the Transitional Board Meeting in September.  It was a big hit.

Candy corn
Salted Peanuts
Mix. Eat the candy corn and peanuts together to get the taste of the Payday candy bar.



REJOICE
Andrea Prytz
Linda Roland



[image: ]S.T.U.F.F. Contents
Twin, Full, Queen, King sheet sets.
Towel sets include bath and hand towels and washcloth
Silverware sets
Cooking utensil sets
Inexpensive pots/pans set
Some kits may include laundry detergent, laundry basket, pillows
Please continue to make these kits and we'll help arrange for their transportation to the storage site at these locations:
Trinity Lutheran Church, Arden, Martinsburg, WV 304-263-1752 
Cross of Grace Lutheran Church, Hurricane, WV 304-562-0616
Christ Lutheran Church, Wheeling, WV 304-232-5751
Christ Lutheran Church, Vienna, WV 304-295-9241 


RENEW
We want to RENEW our relationships and build new ones.  We also want others to enjoy the sisterhood of our synodical and cluster events.  Look for a short questionnaire which will be sent to unit and congregational contact persons shortly after the beginning of the year.  Would you like to come to convention for the fellowship and Bible study, but would rather skip the business part?  We could have one business session at the beginning of the convention. Do you enjoy having the conventions at several  different locations, or does the more central Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center suit you?   Would making the convention shorter make it easier for you to attend?  We’ll be looking for your input as we seek to make changes that will make it easier for everyone to participate.
Jane Hazer
Marilyn Pemberton
Marjorie Wolf
Respond to Your Community
How can you respond to the needs of your community like our Lord has asked us to do, especially after a crisis? We would like to suggest this thought, you can donate “S.T.U.F.F.” items to Community Lutheran Partners. Below is a list of items needed to help our West Virginia-Western Maryland families more comfortable after a tragedy has occurred. Encourage your congregation to hold a “S.T.U.F.F. Collection Sunday” or maybe a “S.T.U.F.F. Shower” at one of your WELCA events. We have also included a list of the congregations that are storing the items untill needed. We encourage you to use this respond thought as a project for your congregational unit.
Joy and Peace, 
Ruth Craig, Beverly McDonald, & Pat Schillings



	








	
S.T.U.F.F. will provide household necessities such as sheet sets, towel sets, stainless tableware settings, cooking utensils, and pots and pan sets to households who have suffered losses and damage due to disasters. This response is designed to assist families in need after other agencies, such as American Red Cross, have worked with them in disaster recovery efforts. We have expanded our STUFF ministry to include domestic violence shelters. Domestic Violence Shelters may contact CLP and request a STUFF kit when families are transitioning from the shelter into their own apartments. 

Requests for a STUFF Kit may be made by disaster relief agencies, domestic violence shelters or your local Lutheran congregation. Please contact the CLP office at clp@clp-online


Gather
Lutheran Women Today is now Gather.
You can subscribe by calling 800-328-4648 or by visiting gathermagazine.org.  “Same great magazine-brand new name.  The thoughtful articles and Bible studies that you have come to rely on will remain.







Linda Adkins, daughter of Flo Williams former board member passed away Nov. 1 2011.  Flo’s address is 97 Glenwood Ave, Charleston, WV 26302



[image: C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Office\MEDIA\CAGCAT10\j0298897.wmf]


Celebrations  [image: ]
Lorna and Paul Frye celebrated their 50th anniversary on September 15. They attend St. James, Uvilla.

Linda and Jim Riley celebrated their 40th anniversary on August 14.  Pastor Riley is pastor of St. John’s, Martinsburg.

Congratulations to Jane Hazer.  She is Grandma Jane, again.  “Bull” Hazer and Jessica had a little girl on September 23, 2011 named Jade Summer.  She joins older sister, Jasmine Sky.  
GLEANINGS
St. James, Uvilla: The Apple Butter Festival was held in Shepherdstown on October 29.
St. Peter’s in Shepherdstown and St. James, Uvilla, sent 127 Health Kits to Lutheran World Relief.  Thanks to all who donated items at our Spring Cluster Meeting.
From Aurora St. Paul:  On August 21 women from St. Paul, St. John, and Bittinger Parish met in Aurora for their Summer Retreat.  They used the lessons from Lutheran Woman Today 2011 summer Bible Study.   The lessons: Renew, Respond, Rejoice were led by Joyce Takavec, Dot Winters, and Frances Mayor.  The day ended with a Communion Service lead by Pastor Regina Beard.  Good food and fellowship was enjoyed by all.
Trinity, Arden celebrated their 125th anniversary on October 9.  They had a luncheon after the church service.
St. John, Martinsburg, hosted residents of the National Lutheran Home for a Luncheon at St. John’s on October 10.  They are treated to their favorite menu and enjoy entertainment. The residents say this is their favorite field trip of the year.
St. Johannes Women hosted a fabulous “Octoberfest” meal following a traditional Lutheran Mass from Martin Luther’s time on Reformation Sunday.  A German exchange student read the lesson in and offered the table blessing in German.  
Trinity, Charleston women prepared their traditional bean soup mix for sale.  A recipe is included.  With the cool weather nothing is better than a pot of soup!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Messiah, Moundsville women are collecting donations for House of the Carpenter II at their annual Thankoffering/Harvest Home Sunday, November 13.











From the editors:
Due to the large number of articles to be published, some submissions were not printed in this issue.  Please note even though we encourage submissions from all of our readers, we retain the right to publish based on space and suitability for publication within the purposes of the West Virginia Synodical Women’s organization.   Literary merit will also be considered.
Requests for subscription (regular mail or e-mail as well as articles can be sent to either Norma or Andrea.  See page 5-6 for regular and e-mail addresses.
Thank you for your subscriptions.  We’ve increased our readership by nearly 100. households. [image: ]
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In this holiday season rejoice in faith, family, and the connection we have as Sisters in Christ, especially in the mountains and valleys of the West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod.
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